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TO WHOM IT MAY CUNCERN:

Richard Fournier has been under my care since January 30, 1996.
He has been coming to see me on a regular basic,

I have reviewed some of the records which include Neuropsychological
testing. I have come to the conclusion that Mr. Fournier suffers
from Bipolar Disorder. He had his first episode in 1964 when he

saw a Military Psychiatrist, and he was given a diagnosis of immature
personality but the picture that he was presenting was of a Major
Depressive Episode. In 1964, we had a different terminology in
Psychiatry. We were not very specific. The symptoms that he pre-
sented at that time would fit in the picture of Major Depressive
Disorder. In the current terminology, I believe that that was the
beginning of Bipolar Disorder. One of the symptoms of Bipolar Disorder
is that the person may believe he is not sick so in his mind he feels
there is no need for treatment and he does not seek treatment.

On the basis of his 11Tness, Mr. Fournier really denied his reat ill-

- ness which helped the Veterans Administration to deny him his benefits.
His condition has continued to deteriorate. He has not been able to
hold any meaningful job.

In my opinion, Mr. Fournier is disabled and his 11fe long disability
started when he was in service. It is my further opinfon that his
tenura in service and his disability are directly related.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact
me. -
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