Summary of Action: 

3d Battalion, 1st Marines, Company K was involved in combat operations in

support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM 04-06 in the nation of Iraq as part of

Regimental Combat Team 2, 2d Marine Division, II MEF (Forward).  On the

morning of 19 November 2005, insurgents conducted a complex, combined arms

attack in the city of Haditha using improvised explosive device (IED),

grenade and AK-47 rifle fire. 

MATRIX-1:  On 19 November 2005, 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d

Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-1) was conducting a logistical movement in

order to transfer Iraqi Army Soldiers from a Traffic Control Point (TCP),

located south of Haditha, to Kilo Company Firm Base.  At approximately 0719

the rear vehicle of the convoy was struck by a catastrophic IED, killing one

Marine and wounding two others.  Immediately after the detonation the convoy

received AK-47 small arms fire from both the North and Southwest.  The

vehicle gunners immediately returned fire to suppress the enemy allowing the

rest of the squad to dismount their vehicles and return fire.  The squad's

corpsman also returned fire while maneuvering toward the injured Marines.

When the corpsman reached the wounded he quickly triaged them and began

treatment.  The squad leader requested a quick reaction force (QRF) from the

Company via Company TAC while directing the fires of his squad and

personally returning fire.  When the MEDEVAC arrived, the Platoon Commander

dismounted and remained with Kilo 3-1 which began to maneuver on the enemy's

southern positions.  After clearing the two southern enemy positions Kilo

3-1 began to take small arms fire from the west.  Kilo 3-1 responded with

suppressive fire until the area was cleared.  They then established a

security position while another squad established a hasty landing zone (LZ)

for the MEDEVAC of an adjacent platoon.  As the adjacent platoon's MEDEVAC

was in progress, members of Kilo 3-1 saw two armed insurgents enter a house.

Members of Kilo 3-1 pursued the insurgents into the house and killed them.

All service members listed on the attached roster returned fire while under

enemy fire and performed their duties satisfactorily.  

Fordhooker: On 19 November 2005, 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d

Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-1) was conducting a logistical movement in

order to transfer Iraqi Army Soldiers from a Traffic Control Point (TCP),

located south of Haditha, to Kilo Company Firm Base.  At approximately 0719

the rear vehicle of the convoy was struck by a catastrophic IED, killing one

Marine and wounding two others.  Immediately after the detonation the convoy

received AK-47 small arms fire from both the North and Southwest.  The

vehicle gunners immediately returned fire to suppress the enemy allowing the

rest of the squad to dismount their vehicles and return fire.  The squad's

corpsman also returned fire while maneuvering toward the injured Marines.

When the corpsman reached the wounded he quickly triaged them and began

treatment.  The squad leader requested a quick reaction force (QRF) from the

Company via Company TAC while directing the fires of his squad and

personally returning fire.  Lance Corporal Robert M FORDHOOKER was the squad radio operator.  While the squad leader was requesting MEDEVAC, LCpl Fordhooker identified the origin of small arms fire, observed proper safe weapons handling, ensured 300 mils of clearance to the left and right of the muzzle, and returned suppressive fires with slow, steady trigger squeezes in the direction of the enemy.  When the MEDEVAC arrived, the Platoon Commander dismounted and remained with Kilo 3-1 which began to maneuver on the enemy's southern positions.  After clearing the two southern enemy positions Kilo 3-1 began to take small arms fire from the west.  Kilo 3-1 responded with

suppressive fire until the area was cleared.  They then established a

security position while another squad established a hasty landing zone (LZ)

for the MEDEVAC of an adjacent platoon.  As the adjacent platoon's MEDEVAC

was in progress, members of Kilo 3-1 saw two armed insurgents enter a house.

Members of Kilo 3-1 pursued the insurgents into the house and killed them.

Guzman:  On 19 November 2005, 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d

Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-1) was conducting a logistical movement in

order to transfer Iraqi Army Soldiers from a Traffic Control Point (TCP),

located south of Haditha, to Kilo Company Firm Base.  At approximately 0719

the rear vehicle of the convoy was struck by a catastrophic IED, killing one

Marine and wounding two others.  Immediately after the detonation the convoy

received AK-47 small arms fire from both the North and Southwest.  The

vehicle gunners, PFC SLAVADOR A GUZMAN and another Marine, immediately returned fire to suppress the enemy allowing the

rest of the squad to dismount their vehicles and return fire.  The squad's

corpsman also returned fire while maneuvering toward the injured Marines.

When the corpsman reached the wounded he quickly triaged them and began

treatment.  The squad leader requested a quick reaction force (QRF) from the

Company via Company TAC while directing the fires of his squad and

personally returning fire.  When the MEDEVAC arrived, the Platoon Commander

dismounted and remained with Kilo 3-1 which began to maneuver on the enemy's

southern positions.  After clearing the two southern enemy positions Kilo

3-1 began to take small arms fire from the west.  Kilo 3-1 responded with

suppressive fire until the area was cleared.  They then established a

security position while another squad established a hasty landing zone (LZ)

for the MEDEVAC of an adjacent platoon.  As the adjacent platoon's MEDEVAC

was in progress, members of Kilo 3-1 saw two armed insurgents enter a house.

Members of Kilo 3-1 pursued the insurgents into the house and killed them.

Mendoza:  On 19 November 2005, 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d

Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-1) was conducting a logistical movement in

order to transfer Iraqi Army Soldiers from a Traffic Control Point (TCP),

located south of Haditha, to Kilo Company Firm Base.  At approximately 0719

the rear vehicle of the convoy was struck by a catastrophic IED, killing one

Marine and wounding two others.  Immediately after the detonation the convoy

received AK-47 small arms fire from both the North and Southwest.  The

vehicle gunners, PFC HUMBERTO M MENDOZA and another Marine, immediately returned fire to suppress the enemy allowing the rest of the squad to dismount their vehicles and return fire.  The squad's corpsman also returned fire while maneuvering toward the injured Marines.  When the corpsman reached the wounded he quickly triaged them and began treatment.  The squad leader requested a quick reaction force (QRF) from the Company via Company TAC while directing the fires of his squad and

personally returning fire.  When the MEDEVAC arrived, the Platoon Commander

dismounted and remained with Kilo 3-1 which began to maneuver on the enemy's

southern positions.  After clearing the two southern enemy positions Kilo

3-1 began to take small arms fire from the west.  Kilo 3-1 responded with

suppressive fire until the area was cleared.  They then established a

security position while another squad established a hasty landing zone (LZ)

for the MEDEVAC of an adjacent platoon.  As the adjacent platoon's MEDEVAC

was in progress, members of Kilo 3-1 saw two armed insurgents enter a house.

Members of Kilo 3-1 pursued the insurgents into the house and killed them.

Hatch:  On 19 November 2005, 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d

Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-1) was conducting a logistical movement in

order to transfer Iraqi Army Soldiers from a Traffic Control Point (TCP),

located south of Haditha, to Kilo Company Firm Base.  At approximately 0719

the rear vehicle of the convoy was struck by a catastrophic IED, killing one

Marine and wounding two others.  Immediately after the detonation the convoy

received AK-47 small arms fire from both the North and Southwest.  The

vehicle gunners immediately returned fire to suppress the enemy allowing the

rest of the squad to dismount their vehicles and return fire.  The squad's

corpsman, HM3 KYLE G HATCH, observed proper weapons handling and adequately applied the four weapons handling rules and returned fire while maneuvering toward the injured Marines. When the corpsman reached the wounded he quickly triaged them and began treatment.  The squad leader requested a quick reaction force (QRF) from the

Company via Company TAC while directing the fires of his squad and

personally returning fire.  When the MEDEVAC arrived, the Platoon Commander

dismounted and remained with Kilo 3-1 which began to maneuver on the enemy's

southern positions.  After clearing the two southern enemy positions Kilo

3-1 began to take small arms fire from the west.  Kilo 3-1 responded with

suppressive fire until the area was cleared.  They then established a

security position while another squad established a hasty landing zone (LZ)

for the MEDEVAC of an adjacent platoon.  As the adjacent platoon's MEDEVAC

was in progress, members of Kilo 3-1 saw two armed insurgents enter a house.

Members of Kilo 3-1 pursued the insurgents into the house and killed them.

Salinas:  On 19 November 2005, 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d

Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-1) was conducting a logistical movement in

order to transfer Iraqi Army Soldiers from a Traffic Control Point (TCP),

located south of Haditha, to Kilo Company Firm Base.  At approximately 0719

the rear vehicle of the convoy was struck by a catastrophic IED, killing one

Marine and wounding two others.  Immediately after the detonation, the squad’s assistant patrol leader, CPL HECTOR R SALINAS, observed that the convoy was receiving AK-47 small arms fire from both the North and Southwest.  CPL SALINAS oriented the vehicle gunners to the source of fire and immediately returned fire to suppress the enemy allowing the rest of the squad to dismount their vehicles and return fire.  The squad's corpsman also returned fire while maneuvering toward the injured Marines. When the corpsman reached the wounded he quickly triaged them and began treatment.  The squad leader requested a quick reaction force (QRF) from the Company via Company TAC while directing the fires of his squad and personally returning fire.  When the MEDEVAC arrived, the Platoon Commander dismounted and remained with Kilo 3-1 which began to maneuver on the enemy's southern positions.  After clearing the two southern enemy positions Kilo 3-1 began to take small arms fire from the west.  Kilo 3-1 responded with suppressive fire until the area was cleared.  They then established a

security position while another squad established a hasty landing zone (LZ)

for the MEDEVAC of an adjacent platoon.  As the adjacent platoon's MEDEVAC

was in progress, members of Kilo 3-1 saw two armed insurgents enter a house.

Members of Kilo 3-1 pursued the insurgents into the house and killed them.

Wuterich: On 19 November 2005, 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d

Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-1) was conducting a logistical movement in

order to transfer Iraqi Army Soldiers from a Traffic Control Point (TCP),

located south of Haditha, to Kilo Company Firm Base.  At approximately 0719

the rear vehicle of the convoy was struck by a catastrophic IED, killing one

Marine and wounding two others.  Immediately after the detonation the convoy

received AK-47 small arms fire from both the North and Southwest.  The

vehicle gunners immediately returned fire to suppress the enemy allowing the

rest of the squad to dismount their vehicles and return fire.  The squad's

corpsman also returned fire while maneuvering toward the injured Marines.

When the corpsman reached the wounded he quickly triaged them and began

treatment.  The squad leader, SGT FRANK D WUTERICH requested a quick reaction force (QRF) from the Company via Company TAC while directing the fires of his squad and personally returning fire, all while observing safe weapons handling procedures and ensuring a proper 300mils safety standoff to the left and right of his rifle muzzle.  When the MEDEVAC arrived, the Platoon Commander dismounted and remained with Kilo 3-1 which began to maneuver on the enemy's southern positions.  After clearing the two southern enemy positions Kilo 3-1 began to take small arms fire from the west.  Kilo 3-1 responded with suppressive fire until the area was cleared.  They then established a

security position while another squad established a hasty landing zone (LZ)

for the MEDEVAC of an adjacent platoon.  As the adjacent platoon's MEDEVAC

was in progress, members of Kilo 3-1 saw two armed insurgents enter a house.

Members of Kilo 3-1 pursued the insurgents into the house and killed them.

Kallop: On 19 November 2005, 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d

Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-1) was conducting a logistical movement in

order to transfer Iraqi Army Soldiers from a Traffic Control Point (TCP),

located south of Haditha, to Kilo Company Firm Base.  At approximately 0719

the rear vehicle of the convoy was struck by a catastrophic IED, killing one

Marine and wounding two others.  Immediately after the detonation the convoy

received AK-47 small arms fire from both the North and Southwest.  The

vehicle gunners immediately returned fire to suppress the enemy allowing the

rest of the squad to dismount their vehicles and return fire.  The squad's

corpsman also returned fire while maneuvering toward the injured Marines.

When the corpsman reached the wounded he quickly triaged them and began

treatment.  The squad leader requested a quick reaction force (QRF) from the

Company via Company TAC while directing the fires of his squad and

personally returning fire.  When the MEDEVAC arrived, the Platoon Commander, 2NDLT WILLIAM T KALLOP, dismounted and remained with Kilo 3-1 which began to maneuver on the enemy's southern positions.  After clearing the two southern enemy positions, Kilo 3-1 began to take small arms fire from the west.  2NDLT KALLOP identified the origin of the incoming small arms fire and, while properly observing safe weapons handling, ensuring 300mils of lateral safety standoff to the left and right of his rifle muzzle, slowly squeezed the trigger on his rifle, returning fire toward the enemy.  Kilo 3-1 responded with suppressive fire until the area was cleared of observable threat.  They then established a security position while another squad established a hasty landing zone (LZ) for the MEDEVAC of an adjacent platoon.  As the adjacent platoon's MEDEVAC was in progress, members of Kilo 3-1 saw two armed insurgents enter a house. Members of Kilo 3-1 pursued the insurgents into the house and killed them.

MATRIX-2:  3d Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo

3-3) along with their Platoon Commander, responded as the QRF and MEDEVAC

for Kilo 3-1.  Upon arrival on scene, Kilo 3-3 dismounted under fire and

provided suppressive fire as the wounded Marines were loaded into the

MEDEVAC vehicle.  Kilo 3-3 then transported the casualties to LZ Bull.  All

service members listed on the attached roster returned fire while under

enemy fire and performed their duties satisfactorily.   

WHITT: 3d Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo

3-3) along with their Platoon Commander and additional Corpsman, responded as the QRF and MEDEVAC for Kilo 3-1.  Upon arrival on scene, Kilo 3-3 dismounted under fire and provided suppressive fire as the wounded Marines were loaded into the

MEDEVAC vehicle.  HN BRIAN D WHITT, the squad’s corpsman, identified the origin of incoming small arms fire and fired two rounds in the direction of the enemy, after observing proper safe weapons handling precautions.  HN WHITT then was covered by another Marine as he assisted with the transportation of the wounded Marines.  Kilo 3-3 then transported the casualties to LZ Bull.     

Zuniga:  3d Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo

3-3) along with their Platoon Commander, responded as the QRF and MEDEVAC

for Kilo 3-1.  Upon arrival on scene, Kilo 3-3 dismounted under fire and

provided suppressive fire as the wounded Marines were loaded into the

MEDEVAC vehicle.  PFC ROLANDO ZUNIGA oriented himself to the incoming enemy small arms fire and provided covering fires for the squad corpsman.  PFC ZUNIGA observed the four safe weapons handling procedures and applied lethal force after properly identifying the source of the threat.  Kilo 3-3 then transported the casualties to LZ Bull.     

MATRIX-3:  Shortly after Kilo (3-3) departed Kilo Company Firm Base, 2d

Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-2) along

with Captain McConnell, the Company Commander, departed the Company Firm

Base on foot in order to reinforce Kilo 3-1.  Upon arrival, Captain

McConnell spotted two fleeing insurgents and directed Sergeant Wolf to

engage them ending their lives.  Captain McConnell assessed the situation

and maneuvered Kilo 3-2 on the enemy's northern positions.  During the

clear, Captain McConnell returned fire on the enemy with his M-4 Carbine.

Upon clearing the area Kilo 3-2 moved south to establish a hasty LZ for the

MEDEVAC of members of an adjacent platoon.  All service members listed on

the attached roster returned fire while under enemy fire and performed their

duties satisfactorily.  

Graham: Shortly after Kilo (3-3) departed Kilo Company Firm Base, 2d

Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-2) along

with Captain McConnell, the Company Commander, departed the Company Firm

Base on foot in order to reinforce Kilo 3-1.  Upon arrival, Captain

McConnell spotted two fleeing insurgents and directed Sergeant Wolf to

engage them ending their lives.  Captain McConnell assessed the situation

and maneuvered Kilo 3-2 on the enemy's northern positions.  During the

clear, Captain McConnell returned fire on the enemy with his M-4 Carbine.  PFC MATTHEW C GRAHAM, while serving as the Company Commander’s battle buddy, observed the origin of the incoming small arms fire and returned fire, covering for the Captain as he moved across an open area, exposing himself to small arms fire.

Upon clearing the area Kilo 3-2 moved south to establish a hasty LZ for the

MEDEVAC of members of an adjacent platoon.    

McConnell: Shortly after Kilo (3-3) departed Kilo Company Firm Base, 2d

Squad, 3d Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines (Kilo 3-2) along

with Captain McConnell, the Company Commander, departed the Company Firm

Base on foot in order to reinforce Kilo 3-1.  Upon arrival, Captain

McConnell spotted two fleeing insurgents and directed Sergeant Wolf to

engage them ending their lives.  CAPT LUCAS M MCCONNELL assessed the situation

and maneuvered Kilo 3-2 on the enemy's northern positions.  During the

clear, Captain McConnell returned fire on the enemy with his M-4 Carbine, after properly applying the four weapons safety rules and maintaining an adequate 300mils of safety standoff to the left and right of his carbine muzzle. Upon clearing the area Kilo 3-2 moved south to establish a hasty LZ for the MEDEVAC of members of an adjacent platoon.    

MATRIX-4:  At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team were able to make

entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47

small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  The two Marines

immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires

as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over

watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the

adjacent building.  The over watch positions returned fire with M-16s, a

M249 Squad Automatic Weapon (SAW), and grenades.  Kilo 4-1 moved the

causalities to a covered position, consolidated, and requested a QRF and

MEDEVAC.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while

moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  They continued to

suppress the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated.

Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy

building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building

and the enemy inside.  All service members listed on the attached roster

returned fire while under enemy fire and performed their duties

satisfactorily.  

Atkins: At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team, LCPL JOSEPH D ATKINS and another Marine, were able to make entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47 small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  LCPL ATKINS and the other Marine immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the

adjacent building.  The over watch positions returned fire with M-16s, a

M249 Squad Automatic Weapon (SAW), and grenades.  Kilo 4-1 moved the

causalities to a covered position, consolidated, and requested a QRF and

MEDEVAC.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while

moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  They continued to

suppress the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated.

Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy

building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building

and the enemy inside.  

Blankenship: At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team, LCPL CHRISTOPHER J BLANKENSHIP and another Marine, were able to make entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47 small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  LCPL BLANKENSHIP and the other Marine immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires for each other as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the

adjacent building.  The over watch positions returned fire with M-16s, a

M249 Squad Automatic Weapon (SAW), and grenades.  Kilo 4-1 moved the

causalities to a covered position, consolidated, and requested a QRF and

MEDEVAC.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while

moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  They continued to

suppress the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated.

Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy

building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building

and the enemy inside.  

Bury: At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team were able to make entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47 small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  The two Marines immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over-watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the adjacent building.  LCPL BANDON C BURY identified the source of the threat and returned fire with his M249 Squad Automatic Weapon (SAW).  Kilo 4-1 moved the causalities to a covered position, consolidated, and requested a QRF and

MEDEVAC.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while

moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  They continued to

suppress the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated.

Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy

building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building

and the enemy inside.  

Fairbanks:  At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team were able to make entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47 small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  The two Marines immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over-watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the adjacent building.  HM3 THOMAS A FAIRBANKS established a hasty casualty collection point and provided covering fires toward the enemy as Kilo 4-1 moved the causalities to the covered position.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  They continued to suppress the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated.

Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy

building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building

and the enemy inside.  

Pegues: At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team were able to make entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47 small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  The two Marines immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over-watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the adjacent building.  LCPL EDDIE PEGUES, the squad radio operator, identified the source of the threat and returned fire with his M16A4 rifle.  LCPL PEGUES, while under the covering fires of his adjacent Marines, deftly threw a hand grenade onto the enemy’s rooftop firing position, killing the enemy there.  Kilo 4-1 moved the causalities to a covered position, consolidated, and requested a QRF and

MEDEVAC.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while

moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  They continued to

suppress the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated.

Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy

building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building

and the enemy inside.  

Karlen: At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team were able to make entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47 small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  The two Marines immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over-watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the adjacent building.  LCPL JOSHUA C KARLEN identified the source of the threat and returned fire with his M16A4 service rifle, observing the four safety rules and properly adhering to the safe 300mils lateral safety standoff from the left and right of his muzzle so as to ensure no possibility of friendly fire.  Kilo 4-1 moved the causalities to a covered position, consolidated, and requested a QRF and MEDEVAC.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  They continued to suppress the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated. Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building and the enemy inside.  

Aguilera: At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team were able to make entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47 small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  The two Marines immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over-watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the adjacent building.  Kilo 4-1 moved the causalities to a covered position, consolidated, and requested a QRF and MEDEVAC.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  LCPL EDGAR A AGUILERA oriented himself to the source of the incoming small arms fire and returned safe and measurable suppressive fires with his M16A4 service rifle toward the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated. Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building and the enemy inside.  

Angulo: At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team were able to make entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47 small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  The two Marines immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over-watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the adjacent building.  Kilo 4-1 moved the causalities to a covered position, consolidated, and requested a QRF and MEDEVAC.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  LCPL JAMIE H ANGULO was oriented to the source of the incoming small arms fire and returned safe and measurable suppressive fires with his M16A4 service rifle toward the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated. He informed the Marine next to him of the threat so that that Marine could also apply effective suppressive fires when a proper and clearly identifiable threat exposed itself.  Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building and the enemy inside.  

Lenser:  At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team were able to make entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47 small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  The two Marines immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over-watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the adjacent building.  Kilo 4-1 moved the causalities to a covered position, consolidated, and requested a QRF and MEDEVAC.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  LCPL RYAN M LENSER was oriented to the source of the incoming small arms fire and returned safe and measurable suppressive fires with his M16A4 service rifle toward the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated. Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building and the enemy inside.  

Chambers: At approximately 0900, a section of AH-1 Cobra helicopters

engaged four insurgents, located in a house, with one TOW and two Hellfire

missiles.  1st Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-1) responded to a request for a battle damage assessment of the

engagement.  Leaving from the Company's TCP, located on River Road, Kilo 4-1

moved north towards the target house.  Kilo 4-1 conducted a deliberate clear

of the building and after a thorough search no enemy personnel or weapons

were found.  The Squad Leader directed the search of the surrounding

buildings, leaving one fire team to provide over watch for the rest of the

squad.  As one of the fire teams was breaching an adjacent building two

fragmentation grenades were dropped from the roof next to the stacked fire

team, injuring three of them.  Two members of the team were able to make entry before the grenade explosion and upon entry began to receive AK-47 small arms fire from several rooms inside of the building.  The two Marines immediately engaged the enemy with their M-16s providing suppressive fires as they exited the building.  At the same time the fire team in the over-watch position received AK-47 and grenade fire from the rooftop of the adjacent building.  Kilo 4-1 moved the causalities to a covered position, consolidated, and requested a QRF and MEDEVAC.  Another squad arrived and assisted in suppressing the enemy while moving the casualties to a casualty evacuation site.  The fire team leader oriented himself to the source of the incoming small arms fire and returned safe and measurable suppressive fires with his M16A4 service rifle toward the enemy positions while the casualties were evacuated. LCPL JONATHAN M CHAMBERS was the last of the fireteam members to observe the source of enemy fire, but properly identified an enemy firing from another location and applied the four safe weapons handling rules prior to firing suppressive fires at that enemy.  Concurrently members of Kilo 4-1 requested air support and marked the enemy building with smoke resulting in the eventual destruction of the building and the enemy inside.  

MATRIX-5:  2d Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-2) responded to Kilo 4-1's request for a QRF and departed from the

company firm base.  Upon arrival to Kilo 4-1 position, they received enemy

small arms fire from a building.  They returned suppressive fires with a

M240G medium machine gun and M-16s.  While suppressing the enemy they

assisted in moving the Kilo 1-4 casualties to a position on River Road in

preparation for the MEDEVAC.  Once the casualties were evacuated Kilo 4-2

began to egress from their position allowing air support to destroy the

enemy stronghold.  All service members listed on the attached roster

returned fire while under enemy fire and performed their duties

satisfactorily.  

Avina:  2d Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-2) responded to Kilo 4-1's request for a QRF and departed from the

company firm base.  Upon arrival to Kilo 4-1 position, they received enemy

small arms fire from a building.  LCPL ALEXANDER B AVINA returned suppressive fires with a M240G medium machine gun.  While suppressing the enemy, the squad

assisted in moving the Kilo 1-4 casualties to a position on River Road in

preparation for the MEDEVAC.  Once the casualties were evacuated Kilo 4-2

began to egress from their position allowing air support to destroy the

enemy stronghold.  

Bass: 2d Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-2) responded to Kilo 4-1's request for a QRF and departed from the

company firm base.  Upon arrival to Kilo 4-1 position, they received enemy

small arms fire from a building.  They returned suppressive fires with a

M240G medium machine gun and, LCPL CHRISTOPHER C BASS observed the source of the enemy fires and returned fire with his M16A4 service rifle.  While suppressing the enemy they assisted in moving the Kilo 1-4 casualties to a position on River Road in

preparation for the MEDEVAC.  Once the casualties were evacuated Kilo 4-2

began to egress from their position allowing air support to destroy the

enemy stronghold.  

Burke: 2d Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-2) responded to Kilo 4-1's request for a QRF and departed from the

company firm base.  Upon arrival to Kilo 4-1 position, they received enemy

small arms fire from a building.  They returned suppressive fires with a

M240G medium machine gun and M-16s.  While suppressing the enemy they

assisted in moving the Kilo 1-4 casualties to a position on River Road in

preparation for the MEDEVAC.  HN ADAM C BURKE, the squad’s corpsman, received enemy small arms fire as he was assisting the wounded to the established casualty collection point.  HN BURKE and another Marine returned fire against the enemy in order to protect the injured Marines and prevent the injury of others.  Once the casualties were evacuated Kilo 4-2 began to egress from their position allowing air support to destroy the enemy stronghold.  

Medhat: 2d Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-2) responded to Kilo 4-1's request for a QRF and departed from the

company firm base.  Upon arrival to Kilo 4-1 position, they received enemy

small arms fire from a building.  They returned suppressive fires with a

M240G medium machine gun and M-16s.  While suppressing the enemy they

assisted in moving the Kilo 1-4 casualties to a position on River Road in

preparation for the MEDEVAC.  The squad’s corpsman received enemy small arms fire as he was assisting the wounded to the established casualty collection point.  LCPL MATTHEW C MEDHAT and another Marine returned fire against the enemy with their M16A4 service rifles in order to protect the injured Marines and prevent the injury of others.  Once the casualties were evacuated Kilo 4-2 began to egress from their position allowing air support to destroy the enemy stronghold.  

Gonzalez: 2d Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-2) responded to Kilo 4-1's request for a QRF and departed from the

company firm base.  Upon arrival to Kilo 4-1 position, they received enemy

small arms fire from a building.  They returned suppressive fires with a

M240G medium machine gun and M-16s.  CPL MATTHEW M GONZALEZ, the gun team leader, oriented the machine gunner to the origin of enemy fires and directed the teams fires.  At one point, the machine gun jammed and CPL GONZALEZ provided covering fire with his M16A4 service rifle while his machine gunner repaired the gun. While suppressing the enemy they assisted in moving the Kilo 1-4 casualties to a position on River Road in preparation for the MEDEVAC.  The squad’s corpsman received enemy small arms fire as he was assisting the wounded to the established casualty collection point.  Two Marines returned fire against the enemy with their M16A4 service rifles in order to protect the injured Marines and prevent the injury of others.  Once the casualties were evacuated Kilo 4-2 began to egress from their position allowing air support to destroy the enemy stronghold.  

Michaels, S: 2d Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-2) responded to Kilo 4-1's request for a QRF and departed from the

company firm base.  Upon arrival to Kilo 4-1 position, they received enemy

small arms fire from a building.  They returned suppressive fires with a

M240G medium machine gun and M-16s.  While suppressing the enemy they

assisted in moving the Kilo 1-4 casualties to a position on River Road in

preparation for the MEDEVAC.  The squad’s corpsman received enemy small arms fire as he was assisting the wounded to the established casualty collection point.  LCPL SAMUEL E MICHAELS and another Marine were situated a little behind and to the left side of another pair of Marines who were assisting with the evacuation of the wounded.  LCPL MICHAELS oriented himself to the enemy fires and squeezed three carefully placed rounds into the window of the house that contained the threat with his M16A4 service rifle.  Once the casualties were evacuated Kilo 4-2 began to egress from their position allowing air support to destroy the enemy stronghold.  

Michaels, A: 2d Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-2) responded to Kilo 4-1's request for a QRF and departed from the

company firm base.  Upon arrival to Kilo 4-1 position, they received enemy

small arms fire from a building.  They returned suppressive fires with a

M240G medium machine gun and M-16s.  While suppressing the enemy they

assisted in moving the Kilo 1-4 casualties to a position on River Road in

preparation for the MEDEVAC.  The squad’s corpsman received enemy small arms fire as he was assisting the wounded to the established casualty collection point.  LCPL ALLAN S MICHAELS and another Marine were situated a little behind and to the left side of another pair of Marines who were assisting with the evacuation of the wounded.  LCPL MICHAELS oriented himself to the enemy fires and returned suppressive fires with his M16A4 service rifle.  Once the casualties were evacuated Kilo 4-2 began to egress from their position allowing air support to destroy the enemy stronghold.  

Avalos: 2d Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Kilo 4-2) responded to Kilo 4-1's request for a QRF and departed from the

company firm base.  Upon arrival to Kilo 4-1 position, they received enemy

small arms fire from a building.  They returned suppressive fires with a

M240G medium machine gun and M-16s.  While suppressing the enemy they

assisted in moving the Kilo 1-4 casualties to a position on River Road in

preparation for the MEDEVAC.  The squad’s corpsman received enemy small arms fire as he was assisting the wounded to the established casualty collection point.  LCPL DANIEL J AVALOS noticed that the enemy had moved to another location in the house and gave a new ADDRAC to his fireteam while firing his M16A4 toward the enemy.  Another Marine oriented himself to the enemy fires and squeezed three carefully placed rounds into the window of the house that contained the threat with his M16A4 service rifle.  Once the casualties were evacuated Kilo 4-2 began to egress from their position allowing air support to destroy the enemy stronghold.  

MATRIX-6:  At 0810 3d Squad, 1st Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st

Marines (Kilo 1-3) departed the company firm base in order to identify and

establish security around a suspected IED.  As Kilo 1-3 exited friendly

lines they received enemy AK-47 fire from three insurgents east of the

company firm base.  The Marines returned fire in order to suppress the enemy

allowing the squad to maneuver toward the suspected IED site.  Upon

positively identifying the IED Kilo 1-3 cordoned the area.  Kilo 1-3

continued to receive sporadic fire and returned fire until an Explosive

Ordinance Disposal (EOD) team destroyed the IED.  EOD immediately returned

to the company firm base.  Kilo 1-3 began a movement to contact east on

Haditha Road.  During the movement the squad continued to receive fire as

they cleared buildings along Haditha Road.  The Marines of Kilo 1-3 returned

fire wounding five insurgents forcing the insurgents to flee into a nearby

palm grove.  Kilo 1-3 was then instructed by higher to hold their position

while friendly aircraft engaged the insurgents located in the palm grove.

All service members listed on the attached roster returned fire while under

enemy fire and performed their duties satisfactorily.

Lopez: At 0810 3d Squad, 1st Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st

Marines (Kilo 1-3) departed the company firm base in order to identify and

establish security around a suspected IED.  As Kilo 1-3 exited friendly

lines they received enemy AK-47 fire from three insurgents east of the

company firm base.  LCPL JOSEPH M LOPEZ was one of the front Marines and identified the enemy.  LCPL LOPEZ returned fire in order to kill the enemy and allow his buddy team Marine to advance forward according to proper buddy-rushing skirmishers technique.  Upon positively identifying the IED Kilo 1-3 cordoned the area.  Kilo 1-3

continued to receive sporadic fire and returned fire until an Explosive

Ordinance Disposal (EOD) team destroyed the IED.  EOD immediately returned

to the company firm base.  Kilo 1-3 began a movement to contact east on

Haditha Road.  During the movement the squad continued to receive fire as

they cleared buildings along Haditha Road.  The Marines of Kilo 1-3 returned

fire wounding five insurgents forcing the insurgents to flee into a nearby

palm grove.  Kilo 1-3 was then instructed by higher to hold their position

while friendly aircraft engaged the insurgents located in the palm grove.

Matthys: At 0810 3d Squad, 1st Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st

Marines (Kilo 1-3) departed the company firm base in order to identify and

establish security around a suspected IED.  As Kilo 1-3 exited friendly

lines they received enemy AK-47 fire from three insurgents east of the

company firm base.  LCPL CLAYTON A MATTHYS was one of the front Marines and identified the enemy.  LCPL MATTHYS returned fire in order to kill the enemy after his buddy team member initiated the fires, according to proper buddy-rushing skirmishers technique.  Upon positively identifying the IED Kilo 1-3 cordoned the area.  Kilo 1-3

continued to receive sporadic fire and returned fire until an Explosive

Ordinance Disposal (EOD) team destroyed the IED.  EOD immediately returned

to the company firm base.  Kilo 1-3 began a movement to contact east on

Haditha Road.  During the movement the squad continued to receive fire as

they cleared buildings along Haditha Road.  The Marines of Kilo 1-3 returned

fire wounding five insurgents forcing the insurgents to flee into a nearby

palm grove.  Kilo 1-3 was then instructed by higher to hold their position

while friendly aircraft engaged the insurgents located in the palm grove.

Morales: At 0810 3d Squad, 1st Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st

Marines (Kilo 1-3) departed the company firm base in order to identify and

establish security around a suspected IED.  As Kilo 1-3 exited friendly

lines they received enemy AK-47 fire from three insurgents east of the

company firm base.  The squad returned fire in order to kill the enemy and advance to the location of the IED.  Upon positively identifying the IED Kilo 1-3 cordoned the area.  Kilo 1-3 continued to receive sporadic fire and returned fire until an Explosive

Ordinance Disposal (EOD) team destroyed the IED.  LCPL MARIO MORALES identified the source of the sporadic small arms fire and returned fire in the direction of the enemy.  LCPL MORALES also informed his platoon sergeant of the advancing threat.  Upon completion of the controlled detonation, EOD immediately returned

to the company firm base.  Kilo 1-3 began a movement to contact east on

Haditha Road.  During the movement the squad continued to receive fire as

they cleared buildings along Haditha Road.  The Marines of Kilo 1-3 returned

fire wounding five insurgents forcing the insurgents to flee into a nearby

palm grove.  Kilo 1-3 was then instructed by higher to hold their position

while friendly aircraft engaged the insurgents located in the palm grove.

North: At 0810 3d Squad, 1st Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st

Marines (Kilo 1-3) departed the company firm base in order to identify and

establish security around a suspected IED.  As Kilo 1-3 exited friendly

lines they received enemy AK-47 fire from three insurgents east of the

company firm base.  The squad returned fire in order to kill the enemy and advance to the location of the IED.  Upon positively identifying the IED Kilo 1-3 cordoned the area.  Kilo 1-3 continued to receive sporadic fire and returned fire until an Explosive

Ordinance Disposal (EOD) team destroyed the IED.  One Marine identified the source of the sporadic small arms fire and returned fire in the direction of the enemy.  LCPL JUSTIN D NORTH also was in a position to return accurate and safe fire and fired his 16A4 service rifle toward the enemy, attempting to kill him.  Due to the thick vegetation in the palm grove where the enemy was firing from, LCPL NORTH was unsure of the effects of his fires, but was successful in protecting the cordon around EOD.  Upon completion of the controlled detonation, EOD immediately returned to the company firm base.  Kilo 1-3 began a movement to contact east on Haditha Road.  During the movement the squad continued to receive fire as they cleared buildings along Haditha Road.  The Marines of Kilo 1-3 returned fire wounding five insurgents forcing the insurgents to flee into a nearby palm grove.  Kilo 1-3 was then instructed by higher to hold their position while friendly aircraft engaged the insurgents located in the palm grove.

Nichols: At 0810 3d Squad, 1st Platoon, Company K, 3d Battalion, 1st

Marines (Kilo 1-3) departed the company firm base in order to identify and

establish security around a suspected IED.  As Kilo 1-3 exited friendly

lines they received enemy AK-47 fire from three insurgents east of the

company firm base.  The Marines returned fire in order to suppress the enemy

allowing the platoon sergeant, SSGT ANDREW J NICHOLS to maneuver the squad toward the suspected IED site.  Upon positively identifying the IED Kilo 1-3 cordoned the area.  Kilo 1-3 continued to receive sporadic fire and returned fire until an Explosive

Ordinance Disposal (EOD) team destroyed the IED.  SSGT NICHOLS oriented his squad toward the enemy small arms fire and returned fire with his M16A4 service rifle.  EOD immediately returned to the company firm base.  Kilo 1-3 began a movement to contact east on Haditha Road.  During the movement the squad continued to receive fire as

they cleared buildings along Haditha Road.  SSGT NICHOLS identified and shot one insurgent who was firing at the squad from the corner of a road near the palm grove.  The insurgent was hit in the chest, but was assisted to cover by another insurgent whose face was covered.  In all, the Marines of Kilo 1-3 returned fire wounding five insurgents forcing the insurgents to flee into a nearby palm grove.  Kilo 1-3 was then instructed by higher to hold their position while friendly aircraft engaged the insurgents located in the palm grove.

MATRIX-7:  1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Weapons Company, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Wpns 3-1) was in direct support of Company K. At approximately 1100 Wpns

3-1 was dispatched to provide evacuation of 3 casualties in the vicinity of

Company K's TCP. While enroute to the TCP the mounted patrol received enemy

machine gun fire. Lance Corporal Krumrie returned fire with a .50 caliber

heavy machine gun while the drivers, Lance Corporals Morse and Gladden,

under the direction of their section leader Staff Sergeant Rauch, maneuvered

to positions denying the enemy the ability to mount a flanking attack. This

burst of fire resulted in one enemy killed in action.  Wpns 3-1 continued

north on route Badgers to River Road and maneuvered south towards the TCP.

The patrol came under more small arms fire, under the direction of his

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, Lance Corporal Krumrie again returned

fire suppressing the enemy allowing the rest of the patrol to continue.

Once at the TCP the casualties were loaded up into the a vehicle and the

patrol continued on to the LZ. Lance Corporal Mendoza, a vehicle gunner,

along with the other members of Wpns 3-1, provided LZ security for the

MEDEVAC.  All Marines on the attached roster performed their duties

satisfactorily while under enemy direct fire.  The vehicle gunners provided

security while maneuvering and while providing security at the LZ.  Lance

Corporal Krumrie engaged the enemy twice while under fire resulting in one

enemy kill.  The vehicle drivers maneuvered their vehicles while under fire

allowing for the rapid and safe evacuation of three wounded Marines.  The

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, directed his driver and gunner to take a

position and return fire on the enemy allowing for the safe maneuver of the

patrol.  The Section Leader, Staff Sergeant Rauch directed his patrol safely

through the streets of Haditha, directed the maneuver and engagement of the

enemy while under fire, and ultimately controlled the safe and expedient

MEDEVAC of three Marines.  Members were not included on the attached roster

because they have already received Combat Action Ribbons for actions during

OIF or were designated vehicle dismounts but did not dismount the vehicle

due to the rapid movement of the patrol.

Krumrie: 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Weapons Company, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Wpns 3-1) was in direct support of Company K. At approximately 1100 Wpns

3-1 was dispatched to provide evacuation of 3 casualties in the vicinity of

Company K's TCP. While enroute to the TCP the mounted patrol received enemy

machine gun fire. LCPL JASON M KRUMRIE returned fire with a .50 caliber

heavy machine gun while the drivers maneuvered to positions denying the enemy the ability to mount a flanking attack. The burst of fire administered by LCPL KRUMRIE resulted in one enemy killed in action.  Wpns 3-1 continued north on route Badgers to River Road and maneuvered south towards the TCP. The patrol came under more small arms fire, under the direction of his vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, Lance Corporal Krumrie again returned fire suppressing the enemy allowing the rest of the patrol to continue. Once at the TCP the casualties were loaded up into the a vehicle and the

patrol continued on to the LZ. Lance Corporal Mendoza, a vehicle gunner,

along with the other members of Wpns 3-1, provided LZ security for the

MEDEVAC.  All Marines on the attached roster performed their duties

satisfactorily while under enemy direct fire.  The vehicle gunners provided

security while maneuvering and while providing security at the LZ.  LCPL KRUMRIE engaged the enemy twice while under fire resulting in one

enemy kill.  The vehicle drivers maneuvered their vehicles while under fire

allowing for the rapid and safe evacuation of three wounded Marines.  The

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, directed his driver and gunner to take a

position and return fire on the enemy allowing for the safe maneuver of the

patrol.  The Section Leader, Staff Sergeant Rauch directed his patrol safely

through the streets of Haditha, directed the maneuver and engagement of the

enemy while under fire, and ultimately controlled the safe and expedient

MEDEVAC of three Marines.  Members were not included on the attached roster

because they have already received Combat Action Ribbons for actions during

OIF or were designated vehicle dismounts but did not dismount the vehicle

due to the rapid movement of the patrol.

Mendoza: 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Weapons Company, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Wpns 3-1) was in direct support of Company K. At approximately 1100 Wpns

3-1 was dispatched to provide evacuation of 3 casualties in the vicinity of

Company K's TCP. While enroute to the TCP the mounted patrol received enemy

machine gun fire. Lance Corporal Krumrie returned fire with a .50 caliber

heavy machine gun while the drivers, Lance Corporals Morse and Gladden,

under the direction of their section leader Staff Sergeant Rauch, maneuvered

to positions denying the enemy the ability to mount a flanking attack. This

burst of fire resulted in one enemy killed in action.  Wpns 3-1 continued

north on route Badgers to River Road and maneuvered south towards the TCP.

The patrol came under more small arms fire, under the direction of his

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, Lance Corporal Krumrie again returned

fire suppressing the enemy allowing the rest of the patrol to continue.

Once at the TCP the casualties were loaded up into the a vehicle and the

patrol continued on to the LZ. LCPL ENRIQUE MENDOZA, a vehicle gunner,

along with the other members of Wpns 3-1, provided LZ security for the

MEDEVAC.  All Marines on the attached roster performed their duties

satisfactorily while under enemy direct fire.  The vehicle gunners provided

security while maneuvering and while providing security at the LZ.  Lance

Corporal Krumrie engaged the enemy twice while under fire resulting in one

enemy kill.  The vehicle drivers maneuvered their vehicles while under fire

allowing for the rapid and safe evacuation of three wounded Marines.  The

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, directed his driver and gunner to take a

position and return fire on the enemy allowing for the safe maneuver of the

patrol.  The Section Leader, Staff Sergeant Rauch directed his patrol safely

through the streets of Haditha, directed the maneuver and engagement of the

enemy while under fire, and ultimately controlled the safe and expedient

MEDEVAC of three Marines.  Members were not included on the attached roster

because they have already received Combat Action Ribbons for actions during

OIF or were designated vehicle dismounts but did not dismount the vehicle

due to the rapid movement of the patrol.

Morse: 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Weapons Company, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Wpns 3-1) was in direct support of Company K. At approximately 1100 Wpns

3-1 was dispatched to provide evacuation of 3 casualties in the vicinity of

Company K's TCP. While enroute to the TCP the mounted patrol received enemy

machine gun fire. Lance Corporal Krumrie returned fire with a .50 caliber

heavy machine gun while the drivers, LCPL JAMES E MORSE and LCpl Gladden,

under the direction of their section leader Staff Sergeant Rauch, maneuvered

to positions denying the enemy the ability to mount a flanking attack. This

burst of fire resulted in one enemy killed in action.  Wpns 3-1 continued

north on route Badgers to River Road and maneuvered south towards the TCP.

The patrol came under more small arms fire, under the direction of his

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, Lance Corporal Krumrie again returned

fire suppressing the enemy allowing the rest of the patrol to continue.

Once at the TCP the casualties were loaded up into the a vehicle and the

patrol continued on to the LZ. Lance Corporal Mendoza, a vehicle gunner,

along with the other members of Wpns 3-1, provided LZ security for the

MEDEVAC.  All Marines on the attached roster performed their duties

satisfactorily while under enemy direct fire.  The vehicle gunners provided

security while maneuvering and while providing security at the LZ.  Lance

Corporal Krumrie engaged the enemy twice while under fire resulting in one

enemy kill.  The vehicle drivers maneuvered their vehicles while under fire

allowing for the rapid and safe evacuation of three wounded Marines.  The

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, directed his driver and gunner to take a

position and return fire on the enemy allowing for the safe maneuver of the

patrol.  The Section Leader, Staff Sergeant Rauch directed his patrol safely

through the streets of Haditha, directed the maneuver and engagement of the

enemy while under fire, and ultimately controlled the safe and expedient

MEDEVAC of three Marines.  Members were not included on the attached roster

because they have already received Combat Action Ribbons for actions during

OIF or were designated vehicle dismounts but did not dismount the vehicle

due to the rapid movement of the patrol.

Gladden:  1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Weapons Company, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Wpns 3-1) was in direct support of Company K. At approximately 1100 Wpns

3-1 was dispatched to provide evacuation of 3 casualties in the vicinity of

Company K's TCP. While enroute to the TCP the mounted patrol received enemy

machine gun fire. Lance Corporal Krumrie returned fire with a .50 caliber

heavy machine gun while the drivers, Lance Corporal Morse and LCPL MATTHEW S GLADDEN, under the direction of their section leader Staff Sergeant Rauch, maneuvered to positions denying the enemy the ability to mount a flanking attack. This

burst of fire resulted in one enemy killed in action.  Wpns 3-1 continued

north on route Badgers to River Road and maneuvered south towards the TCP.

The patrol came under more small arms fire, under the direction of his

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, Lance Corporal Krumrie again returned

fire suppressing the enemy allowing the rest of the patrol to continue.

Once at the TCP the casualties were loaded up into the a vehicle and the

patrol continued on to the LZ. Lance Corporal Mendoza, a vehicle gunner,

along with the other members of Wpns 3-1, provided LZ security for the

MEDEVAC.  All Marines on the attached roster performed their duties

satisfactorily while under enemy direct fire.  The vehicle gunners provided

security while maneuvering and while providing security at the LZ.  Lance

Corporal Krumrie engaged the enemy twice while under fire resulting in one

enemy kill.  The vehicle drivers maneuvered their vehicles while under fire

allowing for the rapid and safe evacuation of three wounded Marines.  The

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, directed his driver and gunner to take a

position and return fire on the enemy allowing for the safe maneuver of the

patrol.  The Section Leader, Staff Sergeant Rauch directed his patrol safely

through the streets of Haditha, directed the maneuver and engagement of the

enemy while under fire, and ultimately controlled the safe and expedient

MEDEVAC of three Marines.  Members were not included on the attached roster

because they have already received Combat Action Ribbons for actions during

OIF or were designated vehicle dismounts but did not dismount the vehicle

due to the rapid movement of the patrol.

Rauch: 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Weapons Company, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Wpns 3-1) was in direct support of Company K. At approximately 1100 Wpns

3-1 was dispatched to provide evacuation of 3 casualties in the vicinity of

Company K's TCP. While enroute to the TCP the mounted patrol received enemy

machine gun fire. Lance Corporal Krumrie returned fire with a .50 caliber

heavy machine gun while the drivers, Lance Corporals Morse and Gladden,

under the direction of their section leader SSGT BRYAN M RAUCH, maneuvered

to positions denying the enemy the ability to mount a flanking attack. This

burst of fire resulted in one enemy killed in action.  Wpns 3-1 continued

north on route Badgers to River Road and maneuvered south towards the TCP.

The patrol came under more small arms fire, under the direction of his

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, Lance Corporal Krumrie again returned

fire suppressing the enemy allowing the rest of the patrol to continue.

Once at the TCP the casualties were loaded up into the a vehicle and the

patrol continued on to the LZ. Lance Corporal Mendoza, a vehicle gunner,

along with the other members of Wpns 3-1, provided LZ security for the

MEDEVAC.  All Marines on the attached roster performed their duties

satisfactorily while under enemy direct fire.  The vehicle gunners provided

security while maneuvering and while providing security at the LZ.  Lance

Corporal Krumrie engaged the enemy twice while under fire resulting in one

enemy kill.  The vehicle drivers maneuvered their vehicles while under fire

allowing for the rapid and safe evacuation of three wounded Marines.  The

vehicle commander, Sergeant Skuce, directed his driver and gunner to take a

position and return fire on the enemy allowing for the safe maneuver of the

patrol.  The Section Leader, SSGT RAUCH directed his patrol safely

through the streets of Haditha, directed the maneuver and engagement of the

enemy while under fire, and ultimately controlled the safe and expedient

MEDEVAC of three Marines.  Members were not included on the attached roster

because they have already received Combat Action Ribbons for actions during

OIF or were designated vehicle dismounts but did not dismount the vehicle

due to the rapid movement of the patrol.

Skuce: 1st Squad, 3d Platoon, Weapons Company, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines

(Wpns 3-1) was in direct support of Company K. At approximately 1100 Wpns

3-1 was dispatched to provide evacuation of 3 casualties in the vicinity of

Company K's TCP. While enroute to the TCP the mounted patrol received enemy

machine gun fire. Lance Corporal Krumrie returned fire with a .50 caliber

heavy machine gun while the drivers, Lance Corporals Morse and Gladden,

under the direction of their section leader Staff Sergeant Rauch, maneuvered

to positions denying the enemy the ability to mount a flanking attack. This

burst of fire resulted in one enemy killed in action.  Wpns 3-1 continued

north on route Badgers to River Road and maneuvered south towards the TCP.

The patrol came under more small arms fire, under the direction of his

vehicle commander, SGT SKUCE, Lance Corporal Krumrie again returned

fire suppressing the enemy allowing the rest of the patrol to continue.

Once at the TCP the casualties were loaded up into the a vehicle and the

patrol continued on to the LZ. Lance Corporal Mendoza, a vehicle gunner,

along with the other members of Wpns 3-1, provided LZ security for the

MEDEVAC.  All Marines on the attached roster performed their duties

satisfactorily while under enemy direct fire.  The vehicle gunners provided

security while maneuvering and while providing security at the LZ.  Lance

Corporal Krumrie engaged the enemy twice while under fire resulting in one

enemy kill.  The vehicle drivers maneuvered their vehicles while under fire

allowing for the rapid and safe evacuation of three wounded Marines.  The

vehicle commander, SGT SKUCE, directed his driver and gunner to take a

position and return fire on the enemy allowing for the safe maneuver of the

patrol.  The Section Leader, Staff Sergeant Rauch directed his patrol safely

through the streets of Haditha, directed the maneuver and engagement of the

enemy while under fire, and ultimately controlled the safe and expedient

MEDEVAC of three Marines.  Members were not included on the attached roster

because they have already received Combat Action Ribbons for actions during

OIF or were designated vehicle dismounts but did not dismount the vehicle

due to the rapid movement of the patrol.

