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chuckclopton@gmail.com
Experience:

GENERAL COUNSEL, Van Scoyoc Associates, Inc. 


          January 2001-August 2009

Senior legal advisor to Washington, D.C.’s largest independent government relations firm.

Responsibilities included:

> Ethics, conflict of interest reviews; designed and co-authored comprehensive Post-HLOGA Desk Book for staff and clients;

> Provided advice on gifts, travel, conflicts of interest and post-employment issues;

> Authored and administered Equal Opportunity programs;

> Litigation and Contracting supervision;

> Client relations;

> Headline speaker at American League of Lobbyists April, 2009 forum on new employee Ethics and

   Compliance briefing;

> Supported client representation before Congress, including drafting and review of testimony and

   documents. 
COUNSEL TO CHIEF, LABOR AND EMPLOYEE RELATIONS, USAID

       
                        1997-2000

Administered grievance and disciplinary systems, investigation and adjudication of employee grievances and Agency performance/conduct actions.

> Reduced pending grievances by nearly 60% in my first year;

> Reduced average processing from 47 to 16 weeks

> Eliminated three contractor-attorney slots in my first eight months, saving $250,000 annually;

> Conducted investigation into misconduct involving two senior officials, resulting in resignation of one 

   and imposition of significant punishment against the other;

> Invited by Agency Inspector General to instruct on legal elements of a sound investigation;

> Prevailed in every case (13) before the Foreign Service Grievance Board.

INSPECTOR GENERAL and STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE, Naval Air Systems Command                    1995-1997

Inspector General and senior uniformed legal advisor for the Navy’s aviation acquisition command comprised of 5000+ employees and doing business with national defense industry.

> Investigated matters of procurement, efficiency, safety, ethics, personnel, discipline, morale, welfare,
   management practices, allegations of sexual harassment, racial and gender prejudice, improper

   promotion , fraud, waste and abuse, and whistleblower retaliation;
> Conducted two major investigations into allegations of child abuse at base day care centers.

   Developed procedures and reporting requirements to avoid further incidents. Neither complaint

   resulted in litigation.

> Responsible for legal oversight and ethics issues review of four subordinate Naval Air Stations.

OPERATIONAL LAW ADVISOR TO Commander, U.S. Special Operations Command                     1993-1995
Advised on the ramifications of highly sensitive world-wide operations. Provided legal review, approval and oversight of all classified operations. Conducted liaison with other government agencies and Congressional Committees.

Prior Legal Experience from 1978 - 1992:

As a judge advocate in the US Navy, I served in a variety of assignments onboard aircraft carriers and at military installations ashore, advising on ethics, conflicts of interest, operational law, law of war, international law, FOIA, criminal prosecutions and Admiralty matters.
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS:
Member of the Bar of the State of Florida, 1978

Member of the Bar, United States Supreme Court, 1981

Member of the Bar, District of Columbia, 2003

EDUCATION:

J.D., Southwestern University School of Law

B.A., University of Southern California

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP:

President of church council

Vice President and Counsel of homeowners’ association
