DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TRIAL JUDICIARY

UNITED STATES                                            )

                                                                            )

v.                                                                         ) 
RULING ON





                )       DEFENSE REQUEST  
1LT PATRICK T. BURK
 )       TO WITHDRAW

9th Bomb Squadron (ACC)  
    )

Dyess AFB, TX


                )
 7 October 2011

1. On 7 Oct 11, one of the two retained civilian defense counsel, Mr. Neal A. Puckett, submitted a motion to allow withdraw of the second retained civilian defense counsel, Mr. Haytham Faraj, from representation of the Accused.

2. The request was submitted pursuant to R.C.M. 506(c) and AF Rule of Practice 2.3(D) due to the fact that Mr. Faraj would not be deemed necessary to serve based upon the diminished complexity of the case originally envisioned.  Additionally, it was also expected that release of Mr. Faraj would mitigate costs/expenses to the Accused and eliminate duplicitous human resources expended on the Accused’s behalf.  Further, Mr. Faraj has not personally spoken with the Accused or established any discernable attorney-client relationship and the Accused has consented to the release.  The other remaining civilian defense counsel, Mr. Puckett, as well as the detailed defense counsel, Capt Ranae Doser-Pascual, will remain on the case to serve in the defense of the Accused.  There is no indication that release of counsel will in any manner interfere with the proper and efficient disposition of this case on the docketed date.
3. After the defense submitted the request, the government responded shortly thereafter indicating that it does not oppose the defense request to allow Mr. Faraj to withdraw from representation.  
4. Pursuant to AF Rule of Practice 2.3(D), the defense request to allow Mr. Faraj to withdraw from representation of the Accused is GRANTED. 







         // signed //
                                                                    MATTHEW D. VAN DALEN, Lt Col, USAF

                                                                    Military Judge

