To whom it may concern:

I am the aunt of Travis Wilridge and have known him all of his life.  Travis has always been very close to my family, as we took him in with us much of his junior and high school years. He was a pleasure to include in our family life. As a sophomore he came to live full time with us and went to the public high school in our area. He was a good kid, but got lost in LA unified school district.  They couldn’t have cared less. We did.


When he came to live and go to school we held him to high standards regarding his education, as he was looked as a role model to my younger sons.  He never disappointed us. In fact, just the opposite.  In order to graduate sooner he also went to an alternative school where at graduation he received an honor never given their in their history.  He never missed a day of school.  It was a school that you could learn and graduate as soon as the required work was completed.  He then had a goal and worked very hard to make up 3 years of credits in 1 1/2 years.


Joining the Navy was something I really encouraged, as he would excel with confidence and the knowledge they were offering.  We stayed in close touch all 5 years he was serving even when in Iraq.  

Travis  has fantastic character and has always been a person of honor in every situation with me, and I would accept no less. 

I know people, as I have been working as a hairdresser for thirty five years and truly feel  I can read people better than most. 
 I know that Travis served honorably and remain very proud of him. That he was not awarded an Honorable Discharge was an absolute travesty of justice. Knowing that he was completely innocent, and the military did not do more to support him, makes me less apt to encourage military service to young men.

When I think of what happened to Travis, and the fact that this has been taking up brainspace for so long in his life, it makes me in awe for him even more.  He has never become angry or a burden to his family or humanity.  Under these circumstances many people would.  He and I know who the true judge is, and he is completely confident in the knowledge this case cannot truly change the ethical character of the man he looks at daily.  He shared that with me and I was happy to know that this injustice didn’t really defeat him.
As an American, I would like to see the right thing to be done to Travis now. He is a hero, and as a Navy Corpsman, performed exemplary to his unit and the United States. He received several distinguished honors by the commanders he served.  He should be given an honorable discharge, to go along with his Purple Heart . The Navy and the American people should now show their appreciation to his unselfish acts he formed on the sons and daughters of America’s fighting heroes.  Let’s now do right by him.  

Regarding his brain injury and the negative effects it has had on his life,  from what I am aware of,  he has some issues with loud noises and confined spaces.  However, he remains a good father, son, and nephew.  In my opinion, it is harder to deal with wrongly being accused of a despicable behavior than to deal with the new ‘normal’ ways that after injury, your brain is capable of. 

Thank you for this opportunity to share with you a little about my American hero, Travis Wilridge. Please do the right thing!!
Sincerely

Jody Ferguson aka Aunt Jojo Jan 25, 2012
