Arguments to make
During the end of my freshman year I started looking for something that was missing in my life. I did extensive research on the military, different branches, and the options that were available. I found out about ROTC and the option of becoming an officer for the US Army. I always considered myself to be a good leader and decided to try ROTC because it seemed like a good fit. I became a non-contracted cadet first.

During my first year in ROTC I struggled to bring up my GPA. I had recently switched majors from Computer Science to Undeclared. As I immersed myself into the ROTC environment, I became more fluent in my warrior tasks and abilities and my GPA increased. 

My parents have always been very important to me and the decisions in my life. I ask for counsel from my parents frequently in order to hopefully come out with the best decision. During my MS2 year my mom found out that she had Breast Cancer. I found out over the phone and was unable to come home immediately due to ROTC commitments. I didn’t really tell people, I just kind of held it in. Mitchell Brown, another ROTC Cadet, witnessed my confession about my mom’s illness and counseled me through it. My mentors also provided great assistance through this time period. I missed a couple pts to visit my mom and during my ms3 year I missed a couple to do charity work associated with breast cancer.

When my MS2 year came for a close, I contracted with ROTC without a scholarship. At this point the ROTC program didn’t have sufficient funds to offer scholarships to every cadet. I decided that it was never about the money for me. Taking the financial burden off my parents was important, however becoming a leader for the army was something I wanted and something my parents supported. I developed pride in being in the ROTC.

During the end of my MS2 year and the summer before my MS3 I helped the ROTC improve all their electronic equipment. I spent hours developing a plan to redesign the outdated website and improve the computers offered to cadets and cadre. I created a little group that was the ROTC tech group. Its structure included one cadet for each year so that continuity for the site and equipment was always up to standard. I installed the computer MSG Parra uses to this day. I fixed the current PMS’s computer several times. I fixed all four of the cadet classroom computers that had been overrun with viruses. I fixed SFC Sires computer from its malfunctions. I started the movement to create a new more updated version of the ROTC website. I even offered a plan to provide wireless Internet to cadets in the cadet lounge. 

During this summer I joined the SMP program right after becoming a Cadet. I did this because it came highly recommended by CPT Abalos and CPT Nazloomean. I was assured that drill once a month would give me an edge in experience that other cadets would not have. I gained valuable leadership knowledge at drill. This included on how to deal with all manors of problems that a new lieutenant could face. We were trained to run ranges as RSO or even OIC. My sense of duty magnified when I saw these soldiers looking to me to help them. Being in charge to me is not just a sense of duty to your country but also to your comrades and the soldiers you lead. This is fundamentally the most important aspect of any form of leadership. 

My MS3 year had started. I was counseled several times during my ms3 year. Each time I developed a plan. The first of which was to improve upon my pt score during fall quarter. I joined a kettle bell class recommended by CPT Nazloomean. The class met Tuesday & Thursday and cost 160 dollars for eight sessions. My last session was the day before a PT test, and I did not show the improvement that I had hoped and worked for. I was now counseled for my failure to meet the apft standards and was put on probation. I worked hard in kettle bell training and was extremely frustrated in my apft performance. During that time period I had worked out constantly. This required me to reevaluate my plan and consider other options.

This period was the greatest challenge for me as I did not want to lose my opportunity to become a leader in the United States Army. I set up a new plan that involved remedial pt and a night plan that involved Kung Fu. I would pt everyday of the week and on certain days, multiple times a day. I increased my pushups quickly from 31-51 in a matter of a month. 

My plan proved to be effective in order to pass the apft at my school, however I did not plan for the chance to lose 15 or more push-ups during the LDAC tests. I had been confident in my push up form (because our graders made sure to check form). However I did lose 15 or more on both tests which became my two LDAC apft failures. I was told through counseling that the problem with my push-ups was a form problem and not a repetition problem.

The reason I am here today is to stand up for myself. I view this as a test, and as a Cadet I feel that I must never accept any form of defeat and I never plan to quit. I am convinced that I have the leadership abilities to become an officer and would of showed this upon my return to LDAC. I had one deficiency during my time at LDAC, but that did not hinder me in any way from completing any of the events required. I received a first time go on all obstacles, my squad won the zodiac race, received a first time go (93 overall) in my Land Nav. Received all S(s) in my leadership dimensions. I did the 10k ruck march and our platoon received Honor Platoon. 

I understand that I should have prepared to max my push-ups during the LDAC apft, and I am motivated to fix my deficiency. This challenge will only allow me to become stronger as a leader that will benefit those who I lead and myself. 

