______________________________________________________________________
The following is a verbatim transcript of an Oral Wire.  The following pretext phone call is between FIRST LIEUTENANT ARIANNA KLAY and CAPTAIN JAMES M. ROWE on 25 January 2011.
______________________________________________________________________
AGENT BUCKMON:
Today's date is the 25th of January, 2011.  Victim Klay, which is First Lieutenant Klay, Arianna, myself, Special Agent Buckmon with NCIS, are at the Washington Field Office, DC, and we're making a phone call to Captain Rowe.  Lieutenant Klay is the consenting party, and the phone number we're calling is (540)735-5627, and the time is 17:21.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hello?
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Hello?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

What's up?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Not too much.  How was Indiana?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I'm not in Indiana.  I'm in Oklahoma.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Oh, I'm sorry.  How is Oklahoma?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Good.  What's wrong?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm just stressed out.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

What's wrong?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Um, just -- I don't know.  I'm still going to therapy every week and everything.  I haven't drank still, so that's good.  It's 152 days today--so.  And everything's good with Ben, and like I love my dog, so that's good.  But I don't know, I'm just so sick of talking to people and investigators, and I like think about sometimes like going UA or something.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Don't go UA.  Are you in trouble?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm just so sick of it.  You know, it's like --

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

Yeah, but you're not -- I mean, you're not in trouble at all, are you?

 LIEUTENANT KLAY:
I don't think so.  I just know that they're still looking into Suzanne and stuff.  I don't even know. I don't really even talk to anybody there anymore, but I guess I wanted to kind of ask you about like when you go to your therapy people -- I guess I worry because I told her kind of about like the suicide attempt thing.  Is that like going to like hurt me in the military?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, I mean, now I go off base. The only reason I do that is because I mean, in my opinion, you know, as an officer, as an adult, I'm not going walk into the mental  health clinic on base.  You know, I'm just not going to go into that part of the -- I mean, just because somebody sees you in there, you know rumors and everything.  I go off base.  All my appointments are off base.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Because I go over to Andrews, and I'm seeing a lady that's really good, but I just feel like I'm on all these medications.  I'm on like Prozac, Prazosin, Hydroxyzine. They're going to put me on Ambien next because I still can't sleep, and I'm just -- I don't know.  Like Ben is like, why are you still having issues?  Like why aren't you still going through withdrawal, you know, or he's like I thought withdrawal was only this amount of time, because he read some AA book and like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I don't think it's withdrawal as much as it's--

LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
What's that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, until you get that -- you know, they say you don't want to totally move until they change the scenery because that's running away from the problem, but through the military was -- is a huge indicator.  You know, that's -- all your memories from drinking and everything are co-linked to the Marine Corps, and so every day you put on that uniform --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

-- it's a reminder of a previous life.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.  When I go to my therapist --because I feel like I'm trusting her more and more, and I've kind of told her like, you know, last time I talked to you I think I told you that I told her 95 percent, and I kind of told her pretty much everything.  I'm sure she thinks I'm like extremely messed up, but um, like I guess, because when I told her about the suicide attempt, I told her like that last like kind of event that happened, and she was like --I asked her before, too, if everything I was saying to her, if I could say it, and it never goes to anybody.  I trust her.  She would never say it to anybody, you know what I mean? She's a civilian, too, by the way, so she's not obligated to.  And the whole reason I went to her is because they said she wouldn't say anything.  But um I guess I like -- I told her just about that last day, on the suicide attempt day, and I guess I had told her about how much I trusted you as a friend and like how much I looked up to you and stuff and how you had helped me with drinking and everything, and she was like -- hello?  Hello?  Hello?  I think he knows, shit.

(Audio ends.)

(Pause in proceedings.)

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Hello?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hey.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Did the phone go out or something?
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.  I was just pulling into my house. My phone is real sketchy out here.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  So are you doing better out there like with your drinking and everything?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.  I don't -- I mean, I just don't drink anymore.  Megan's coming out next week.  The packers are coming tomorrow.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Oh, she's not out there yet?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, she's -- she had to finish the work tomorrow. I think she's going work from here.  She's keeping her job, but she needs to ship all her files out here and everything.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Do you have to go back to DC -- are you going to be back at DC at all?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Because that's the thing I was going to talk to you about, I was either going to talk to you about --I guess I just want good clarification either -- I was going to do either in person when you came out to DC or just ask you something really fast, like vaguely.

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

Okay.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:  
I guess for my just peace of mind, because -- and you might think this is stupid that I have to like get this, but I felt like I trusted you and looked up to you, and I guess like that last day was so humiliating to me, when I do think about I want to die again, that's what I think about.  The good thing is I'm getting my master's in social work, which is awesome, and like everything's better with that, but like I'll just write a paper and just start like crying when I'm like writing the paper and stuff.  I guess I just feel like I lost every like smidgen of dignity that I had, and I just -- Ben thinks it's weird. He's happy I'm not drinking, but like I guess the big thing I'd just really like to hear from you as like my friend and somebody that I trust and that's helped me recover, is that --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I'll just -- I'll just -- can I stop you right there?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.

CAPTAIN ROWE:
  
There's nothing -- I mean, you and I have talked about a lot of stuff.  Like, for one I'm really proud of you, but there's -- there's no amount -- there's nobody I've ever seen in my life make a recovery and have the willpower  that you do. You're extremely determined.   Now the loss of dignity point, I'm going to be -- and this is going to be brutally honest because I because I've been low, too.  There is no one day or one time where you lost your dignity.  You slowly lost it over the course of time.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  I mean I just --

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

But everybody has a rock bottom moment.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:
I understand that, but like I guess the one thing just as a friend, is like that rock -- even if that rock bottom moment -- I mean, yeah, I had lots of moments, but --
CAPTAIN ROWE:  

I don't think -- at that point I don't think we were friends.  I think we became friends after that.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

True, but I guess like even if I just knew that you felt sorry for that oral sex thing with you and Jeremy.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Oh, I do.  I mean, I wouldn't -- I mean, I was really disappointed in what I saw, what I found, I guess.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I guess like -- I guess one thing is like I know that Jeremy is your very good friend, and you told me that me and him are the people you trusted most.  So I wanted to ask you this in like person, I guess, but did you make me like do that stuff because you wanted to humiliate me or you were having revenge of me?
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hey, hold on.  For one, I don't know what you're talking.  I didn't make you do anything.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:  
Okay, let me rephrase it vaguely.  Like I just felt like --

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

I don't.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  Let me rephrase it before you go jumping to some conclusion.  This is just as a friend conversation.  I just want to know that you are sorry for that day, you know, the things you said, the things you said to me, and all that crap.  I know you're mad.

CAPTAIN ROWE: 
 
I am, because if I wasn't just like sorry for the whole situation with you and the drinking and, you know, me and drinking, I mean, I wouldn't have talked to you.  You know I wouldn't have tried to, you know, be your friend and help you through it.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:  
But don't you think it could have like gone like a little bit differently, or, I mean, I know --

CAPTAIN ROWE:
  
Oh, it definitely can.  To be honest with you, I've never been more humiliated in my life than I was that night and that next morning.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:
  
I guess in a way I just felt like you were trying to get like revenge on me.  You're right, I lost my dignity many times before that because I was an idiot.

CAPTAIN ROWE:
  
No.  It wasn't -- it wasn't -- it wasn't revenge at all.  It was -- there's nothing, I just --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:
  
I guess I just want to know what it was then because -- I mean, I don't want to bring it up, and like once I talk about, I never want to talk about it.  I want to forget it happened, but I think about it all the time in my head because you are my friend.  You're my person helping me, and I trust you, and I did trust you.  You're the only -- one of the only people that was loyal at the barracks, but I just don't-- I guess I just need to come to terms in my mind with like I felt like you wanted to like humiliate me that day.  I was scared out of my mind.  I wanted to die.  I thought -- you know, when you said you were going to tell Ben and the command, like I was so embarrassed, and I just wanted to --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I don't think you remember it.  I mean, obviously looking at it I remember it differently.  I remember you saying about Suzanne knows, and, you know, if I tell her, blah, blah, blah.  It was -- you -- you -- I don't want to say you have it distorted, but, I mean, I'm going to see it from my viewpoint, and you're going to see it from your viewpoint.  You know what I'm saying?

LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
Yeah.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because like I would venture to say the same thing to you like because I don't even -- I mean, you know--

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But I was like really drunk.  I didn't--

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

Do you understand like the situation that you put me in for my last two months at the barracks, you know, having to see, sit said named Marine on a daily basis?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:  
I mean, no, I don't.

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

Like, I mean, I at that point I had to leave as fast as I could because, I mean, I was done.  I didn't have any more -- my ability to lead was gone at that point.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:  
Do you ever still talk to Gunny or have you talked to Jeremy like since then or anything?
CAPTAIN ROWE:  

I talk to Jeremy all the time, but we've never spoken of that day.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

He never brings it up or anything?

CAPTAIN ROWE: 
 
I mean, I just -- I don't -- that --like I don't think you really realize how like drunk and crazy that you were that night.  Like, it was like -- I was hammered, and I got more drunk as the night went on, but like running up and down the street, and you were just like --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You seemed like you were still drunk when you like came into the house and you were like yelling and stuff.  It seemed like you were still drunk anyways.

CAPTAIN ROWE: 
 
Everybody -- I mean, it was just a drunken mess that was humiliating on everybody's part.  I mean, honestly, that was my rock bottom, too.  It was just -- I guess the only thing I'll say is I thought things were true that weren't true, and I felt really, really like, you know, pretty much lied to, and I felt like --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I guess the thing -- like, I mean, like I understand that you felt that I humiliated you in front of your wife before and, yes, I was drunk and stuff, but like I guess--

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

No, it's not just that, but the fact that you were, you know, out doing other stuff when you always acted like you weren't.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I guess the thing that bothers me besides -- because I already told you, I don't remember anything from that night, period.

CAPTAIN ROWE:
 
No, but I'm talking about just over the course of time, not just that one night, but over the course of time that you were out, you know --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  I understand, and I know --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And I just -- it just put me in a position that it was like I thought something was true that wasn't true.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  Well, I can tell you this, just for head's up --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, I felt like -- well, not only that, I felt like, you know -- I just felt like -- well, I mean, I've been put in jeopardy in a lot of different ways here, a lot of different ways, I mean, emotionally, physically.  You know, not only that, you know, other people are put in jeopardy.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.  I guess like I understand because I feel -- I think you can imagine, especially with me sobering up, and you said you were proud of me like sobering up, so, you know, I guess I just really -- I want to know that whatever you made me do that day, and whatever Jeremy did that he probably didn't want to, that you just didn't mean it and didn't mean to say all that stuff you said, I guess.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, like I said, everybody's got a different view of it, but, no, there is no part of me that ever wants you to hurt, and it actually hurts me now to hear you say that, you know, that you're still thinking about that.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I think about it every day.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, well, I'm not going to lie.  I mean, there's -- there's, you know, several things that I think about  too, but, I mean, there's nothing -- if I didn't truly want that to be -- like that whole thing, to turn it into something good, I would have never talked to you again.  You know, I just -- we both needed to turn it into something good.  I think luckily we did.  I mean, I think, you know -- I don't know.  I mean, you're going to see and I'm going to see it two different ways.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I mean, don't you feel like that you could tell I didn't want to have that disgusting kind of like sex stuff?  I mean, you couldn't gauge that at all?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hold on.  Hold on.  No. I'm not going to have this conversation with you.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay, fine.  I guess all I -- you don't have to say -- I just want --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I think you -- I don't think you remember it right.  I'm not, I mean --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  Well, since I guess my only other thing that I'm like quasi paranoid about is I don't know if you remember saying this, but I guess it's something that I am just like kind of paranoid about because I know you had joked around about this, but were you like in any way serious when you said like Marv would do something to me or anything, because I think I like have weird dreams about that.  
CAPTAIN ROWE:

No. I didn't even-- no.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That you had -- because I don't know if you remember.  You were like, you know, our Bravo Company Motto, blah, blah, blah, and you said that Marv would come put me in a ditch if I blahed, blahed, blahed.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't know if you remember saying that, but--
CAPTAIN ROWE:

And I don't even know -- like no.  I don't even think -- like I'm not going to say that you make up stuff in your head, but I think sometimes you don't know when to take me seriously or when I'm joking, because--
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, in the context you said it, I mean, you said it at a time when you were like angry and yelling, so I didn't think you were joking around, or maybe you switched abruptly, but it just didn't seem like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, no.  I mean I don't, I don't -- to be honest with you, I don't --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I mean, is there really even a person named Marv because I know sometimes you make up stuff when you're drunk, or is there not even like -- does he not even exist?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, there's nobody like that.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Then why did you say that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because I was telling you not to talk to me, stay away from me, ever again.  I don't know if you remember, but I tried for like a half an hour to leave your house, and you begged and pled, and you wouldn't let me leave the door.  I came in, you know, I saw what I saw, and then I tried to leave.  And literally the only reason I--

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, see, now this is really bothering me because now you're trying to act like I completely made up the entire day of why I tried to kill myself in my head.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, no, you didn't, and I know why you did.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, I'm not saying you made it up.  I'm just saying that -- I mean, yeah, you're right, we probably should have this conversation in person because I don't know what you're getting at right now.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I know, and I wanted to talk to you in person, but are coming out to DC anytime because I --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.  I mean, I will be eventually because I still have the house, but I don't want you to hang on to this for like six months.  I mean, what do you want from me?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I guess I just want you to say that you feel sorry or --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I already told you.  You don't know how --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You never said you're sorry.  You just always go, oh, I didn't realize you had gotten to that low point.   And yes, I got to a really low, horrible point, but I just --you were my friend and one of the few people I trust, and I just want to know that --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

There's nothing that happened.  I'm sorry about all of -- a lot of that, and, yeah, you can put that day right at the top of the list.  And like I told you before, if I didn't care, I would have liked never talked to you again, because then I went through all that stuff with Megan, you know, trying to define my friendship with you to her, which I still--like she's not playing that shit.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, I guess --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, this is -- like, I don't think you realize how close it came to ruining life.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, I mean, do you --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And not even close.  I mean, it pretty much has.  I'm not going to lie to you.  It pretty much has.  And the only thing --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, I feel like it's ruined my life.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I know, and that's what I'm saying.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I feel like the last thing --because what do you think I think about every time I like --like Sunday night I was researching new ways to kill myself, like my new idea is the razor.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

See, I don't understand why you're still there.  And now, I mean, is this -- is it my fault?  Because if it's my fault, do you want me to just kill myself?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No, I don't want you to, but I guess since you're my friend and you trust me, I just want to -- you act like I make this thing up in my head, and I just want to know like why did you make me and Jeremy do that weird thing upstairs.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I didn't make this happen

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Jeremy wanted to go.  Jeremy wanted to go.  We just have to talk about this one time.  Jeremy wanted to go, and it was just sick, and it was humiliating.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.  I'm not going to have this conversation on the phone.  I have no idea what you're talking about.  I don't know.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Fine.  Well, can we have this conversation like in person sometime?  I just really want to understand because I obsessively think about it all the time.  It really bothers me.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You were a person I trusted, and then you just took every -- I didn't have a lot of dignity left, and I felt like you just tore every last shred, and now I'm just kind of like this vacant thing that I feel like -- and I don't know if it's the drugs or what, because I'm on a lot of antidepressants, but I feel like I -- I asked her, is there anything --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.  I don't know.  Like this was six months ago, and I don't know -- you never said -- I mean, all of a sudden like you're talking some weird stuff that happened.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I guess I don't mean to weird you out, but I just like think of it.  I don't want to talk about it.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

You're scaring me, to be honest with you.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't mean to scare you.  I just want to understand it in my mind because I trusted you, I really respected you, I thought really great things about you, and then I felt humiliated.  I just want to like understand.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, you didn't.  You screamed at me, you yelled at me, you hit me.  I mean you, you put myself in a position to give a disease to my wife.  I mean, if we're going to have this conversation, then screw it, let's have it.  Hopefully it's being tape recorded by whoever you're getting investigated now.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Oh, my gosh.  I mean, are you going o talk to me like a paranoid person, or are you going to talk to me like -- I'm trying to consult with you about I talked it over with my therapist, and she said, you know, maybe I kind of-- it's hard to even explain because you're a complex person and I'm like a complex person, so it's hard to explain it to her, but she just said that if he's somebody that you trust and he's your friend, then why -- you know, you should be able to resolve that with him. I would rather have this conversation in person.  How am I going to have this conversation in person?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.  Can we wait and have it in person? You're right, the way you're approaching this, like I haven't heard from you in months, and it's making me paranoid, and I'm not too sure what you're getting at or what you're talking about here. Like I don't know -- and like I know, I got it, you're on the medicines, you know --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I guess I just feel like I followed everything you advised me to.  I followed -- I stopped drinking, I went to therapy, I went to rehab, I take the medicines, I'm
getting my master's in social work.  I do all this volunteer work, all this crap and, you know, things with Ben, and then I still -- in my bedroom I'm all fucked up about the bedroom, Ben's like -- like I can't have sex with Ben in the bedroom, and he's just weirded out by that.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, what do you want me to do?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I was like, oh, can we move?  I told him I really hated being by 8th and I.  That's why I told him the reason I wanted to move.  I was like I hate being by 8th and I, can we please move?  I just -- I remember you recommended me leaving the command, and you're right, when I left the command, it did, it helped a lot.  So, I guess, either if you have advice or something--

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

No.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Even to know that you like -- I don't even know what I want to hear from you.  I guess I just --I don't even know.  I wish -- I'd rather -- I'd rather --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Do you know how hard it's been for me to put like -- and this is the last time I'm going to say this.  I fell for you really, really hard, and when I came to your house that day and saw that, it might as well have been Megan there with another man.  So take that for what it's worth.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, I appreciate that you --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

That's the last thing I'm --

LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
-- tried to help me with drinking, but like I feel like I'm so fucked up in the head that I can't even like socialize.  I mean, before, over the summer, after the Wilson thing, which I think you could've helped out with, but whatever -- I mean, my therapist also thinks that I'm just at a point where I'm just like angry at everyone, so.
CAPTAIN ROWE: 

Well, I mean, so you basically told her about --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:  
I told her that -- she doesn't even know who.  She has no idea what your name is or anything.  I just told her that a fucked up thing happened where I got really drunk, woke up in the morning, didn't know where I was, or like was still drunk.  I heard like a voice of like my good friend come in, and he was with -- it was like -- one of the only people I trust, and he was with another one of his friends, and he was really angry at me, and it was one of his junior marines that was in the house, and I didn't tell her anything about -- any other details about what it was.  I just said basically that even though I had already made mistakes in my life leading up to them and many, many layers of mistakes, which I discussed with her, everything from eating disorders to like blackouts, stupid things, to whatever, but I just -- I said that that last day, and I know how you feel about these kind of subjects, but I just felt like you were somebody I trusted and I felt like you --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

If after that you didn't trust me, then why did you continue talking to me?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Because you were --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Like I don't understand where this is coming from.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I do trust you.  That's the thing.  I'm not saying I don't.  I'm just -- I just -- it's confusing in my mind trusting you.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, who do you think I am?  I mean, be honest.  Like do you think I'm like a mean person or something?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't think you're a mean person at all.  I think -- I don't -- I just don't understand.  The whole year is hard for me to make sense of, and I just don't understand that last day.  I just can't process it in my mind. I'm having a really hard time with it, so, you know, I brought it up as vaguely as possible to the therapist.

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

I'm going to be perfectly honest with you, and don't take this the wrong way.  I would never do anything to hurt you, never, ever.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You weren't -- you didn't feel like what went on upstairs was going to hurt me mentally or anything? You didn't think that would -- you didn't think that would anything?  Remember what you were seeing.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, no.  My intention was never, ever, never, ever, ever to hurt you.  Now, that being said, maybe your intention was to hurt me, and maybe your intention is still to hurt me.  I don't know.  But if it is, and if it's because of whatever, I'm sorry.  Like I can't take it back.  I mean, I'm trying to go on with my life.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So I guess it was like in a way I had hurt you, so you kind of just like -- I guess in a way you did want to hurt me then.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, I didn't.  I just -- I didn't.  I didn't.  I didn't hold -- I didn't.  I didn't want to hurt you.  I didn't I just figured, well, you know, I just want to go, I want to leave, and she won't let me leave.  Like, I mean, you were screaming at the top of your lungs, to the point where I'm pretty sure that marine heard all of your business, all my business, and I was like just --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Because you were yelling, too.  You were yelling also, not just because I was yelling.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

You know what?  I mean, the bottom line is I thought you were dead in there.  Like I literally -- when your door was wide open, I was like she's dead and your dog was coming in and out of the house, I was like, she's dead.  Your dog was coming in and out of the house.  I was like, she's dead in there.  She finally like went -- you know, somebody followed her home and she passed out, and she's dead in there.  And to be honest with you, I mean, I'm -- I don't know.  I mean, like for me --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But don't you think maybe if I was just gone anyways, then it would be better for everybody, because that's how I feel.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, and I don't understand why you say that because --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You know what I mean?  Like if I ruined your life, then maybe I feel like I ruined Ben's life, I ruined my own life.  I just like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, you didn't ruin Ben's life.  You know how you can ruin Ben's life?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

How's that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

By killing yourself.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So I don't know.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because you know what, he would feel like it was his fault.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No.  I mean, ultimately maybe it would be better because he just knows.  I feel like now he has just this disturbed wife that like can't sleep and stays up until like 3 a.m., like you know?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  Like, you've been -- I mean, if we're honest with each other, if you're story that you told me was true, like about your life before you came into the Marine Corps and everything, like you've got a lot of stuff to work through, you know, and it's going to take time, but I think once you get out of the Marine Corps and get out of the uniform, it's going to get easier.  It is. And, you know--
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I mean, if it's going to be easier, why -- I don't feel like it's gotten easier.  I feel like now I'm just like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I feel like you were like so much better like before Christmas and like right when I was leaving and when I left, when we had lunch and everything, and now it's like since this Suzanne thing, since you called me about this Suzanne thing, like you've just been spiraling down again.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.  I don't know.  Maybe I need a different medication or something.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Do you -- does it have something to do with Suzanne?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No.  I just  probably need to get on some Ambien or something, I don't know.  But anyways, I don't really feel like -- I hope I can talk to you in person.  I don't really feel like I got the apology I was looking for.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  Don't give me -- I think -- like I'm so sorry that you're hung up on this, and I'm sorry if I ever, ever -- I mean --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So you don't feel like that was in any way, shape, or form like humiliating to me at all?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.  Do you think it was at all humiliating to me?  Did you ever apologize to me?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:
 
Yup.  I'm very sorry that I embarrassed you in front of Megan and made you look like a jackass in front of Megan and embarrassed you in front of your marine.  I really feel bad because you were my friend that I trusted and looked up to.  I didn't want to put you in a bad circumstances.  I do feel bad about that.  I guess I don't think that last thing was necessary to humiliate me.  It was humiliating.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

I don't think -- and I don't think you put me in that position with my Marine  was either.  I know you didn't do it to humiliate me any more than I -- you know, whatever you're assuming I did and said to humiliate you.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm not assuming it.  So you can't say that I just imagined that, because that's what I feel like
you're trying to tell me, that I just made it up in my mind.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I'm sure I said some mean things to you.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yes.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And you said some mean things to me, too, I think no matter what you do, like you can try to say that, you know, we're just friends or we're just buddies, or whatever, but when a guy and a girl get to that point and they talk that much-- you know what I'm saying?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

As much as we talked, as much as we bitched about the barracks, as much as we had that in common, you were like my work wife.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No.  I understand.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

You know what I'm saying?  There's like a connection there.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I understand.  We're both alcoholics, and we both like had issues.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah, but with that connection -- but with that connection, no matter what you do, even though you tried your ass off and I tried my ass off, feelings come with that connection, that friendship.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And it's going to happen, but then --

LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
I understand that, but I just really didn't –

CAPTAIN ROWE:

But then--hold on.  Let me finish.  But then when you do or say something, then the other person thinks it's intentional to hurt them because there are those feelings involved, even though it's not.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, just so you know, since it wasn't clear, do you remember -- okay, I won't say do you remember because I know you're paranoid, but like do you remember saying there was like things that you were going to do if we didn't do that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I never said any, no.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yes, you did.  You were like, I'm going to tell Ben, and I'm going to tell the command.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, because you remember when I tried to leave -- and I may have said, and I didn't put it in a context, if you don't do this -- I'd never do -- I tried to leave, and I said -- because I was like, that's it, you need help.  I'm going to friggin' tell, you know, trying to get you to say I'll get help.  You were like no, I'm going to tell -- saying this person knows and that person knows, and this person thinks this and this person thinks this, and I sat in your kitchen, and I tried to leave and Jeremy came out and tried to leave, and it just –

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Jeremy did want to go.  I do remember that.  I remember you were angry, and you -- I don't remember initially because I was still drunk, but ...

CAPTAIN ROWE:

You were hitting me because I was trying to leave, and you were like no, sit down, because I told you I was going to go tell the duty.  I was going to go tell the XO.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah, but then what did you say after that?  You don't even --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I said I'm leaving, I'm leaving, and then Jeremy -- because I didn't want to see that Marine --Jeremy went upstairs to figured out who it was.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But remember -- okay.  Let me just put it this way.  When I was on medication--
CAPTAIN ROWE:

All right.  We're going to have this in person because, one, we're not going to agree on the details because the only person that was more drunk than you -- the only person that was probably more drunk than you and me was Jeremy, and he was outside.  I mean, it --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Jeremy was inside.  I remember like things that happened inside.  We can talk about it in person, but you know what happened inside.  You know Jeremy didn't want to participate.  I mean, we can talk about it in person.  It's fine, whatever.  But I just -- I'm just irritated.  You know, I went through six months in my mind pretending like trying to like -- I even -- the same advice I gave you.  I was trying to compartmentalize.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Let me ask you this before you go, are we friends?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, did you ever have any feelings for me beyond friendship? I mean, my wife sat in your house.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I think, you know, we can -- I think if we talk in person, whatever.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Are you trying to like hurt my feelings?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No, I'm not.  I'm not.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because right now I'm more hurt than I have ever been in my life.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Why?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

You're somebody -- I've never been accused of being spiteful to somebody.

LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
But I felt like -- I think you -- I mean, why can't -- I don't know why it's so hard for you just to like be sorry for the thing that happened; like I don't know why you can't.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

There's no a day that goes by that I don't try to forget that.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So why -- so -- okay.

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

But, like you, I've had a lot of fucked up days in my life, and I feel like that was --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Do you consider that to be one of your--

CAPTAIN ROWE:

That's one of my top five fucked up days.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah, that was.  But I would appreciate it if you would try to make it seem like it wasn't something it was, like saying that Jeremy was like outside the whole time, because even though I was drunk, I kind of remember--

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, no.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

quite a bit

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

And you know Jeremy didn't want to participate in that.  You know, he just wanted to go.  He's your friend.  Why didn't you listen to him?  I mean, I think you could have came over--

(Audio ends.)

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Hello?

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

Did you hang up on me?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Sorry about that.  No.  I'm like driving through a weird area.  It was on accident.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

All right.  I'm sorry.  I am so sorry that six months later that, you know, this is -- you're feeling this way and this has come up all of a sudden, but I --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I guess I just --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

What do you -- can I ask you something?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

What do you want?  What do you want from me?  What is -- I mean, do you want a --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I just want to know like did you make me have sex with you and Jeremy because you wanted to humiliate me or because you were mad or because you were drunk, or was it just because you hated me for like a second?  I mean, I still forgive you and like you as a friend, but I feel like this fucked up thing is in my head, and it's in my house.  You know what I mean?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I don't -- none of the above.  It didn't have anything to do with anything.  It didn't have anything to do with anything.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

How could it not have anything to do with anything?  I mean, I feel like you're -- I guess what I just want to have is like some acknowledgement.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Like what I feel like you're trying to do is --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What I feel like you're trying to do is like act like something never -- like I'm just imagining things in my mind, and that's like fucking up my mind even worse.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, no, but I don't -- you know, I got a text from you like the night of the Staff NCO parade that said I want to have a threesome, blah, blah, blah.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I did not.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I can tell you -- yeah.  And, unfortunately, it was on my government cell phone.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Whatever.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.  And I -- yeah.  And it said --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So you're saying because -- I mean--
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Now hold on.  Let me -- it's not what you think, the story I think, but again, I was, that night, I was like what the fuck?  She's all jacked up, because you were with that girl that you just met that came out that mess night.  I came and I picked you up in the cab because you were wandering the street out there.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.  Captain Shields was like prowling around like being all weird.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I know.  My wife was at home, and she was pissed to the point where she almost left me.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

I came and got you.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

See, now you're going back and you're talking about you helped.  Like, I guess, if you're just going to --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hold on.  Hold on.  Hold on.  You know, because I -- you know, basically I wanted to do the right thing for you, and I felt like I went out of my way.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

In Megan's email she sent you, she said that you came back drunk, and when you saw that she was pissed, then you left.  So, I mean --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

But ...

LIEUTENANT KLAY:
 
-- that's not the picture Megan painted like in the email that she sent you that you sent me back way back in the day.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Anyway, but what I'm saying is I just wanted you to know that you didn't hurt me by, you know, by how you did me.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

That's all.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That I did or didn't?

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

That you didn't hurt me, that I didn't care if you slept with other guys.  Go ahead, right there in front of me, when it did hurt me.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  So you don't feel like in any way the last day was humiliating or like even mildly something I didn't want?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I mean, I don't think it's anything that anybody wanted.

LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
But it doesn't -- then why did --but so you did it, but you didn't want it?  Or like I guess I just don't understand it.

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

No.  I wanted -- I wanted you to know that even though that you, you know, had been having sex with my marine behind my back --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Which I didn't.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I wanted you to know that it didn't hurt me, and you can have sex with whoever you wanted because --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Oh, my gosh.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

-- it didn't matter to me.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That is ridiculous.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

And that was the furthest thing from the truth.  It was the furthest thing from the truth, but I wanted to give you that impression that I was above all that and I didn't care.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So you felt like I was like wanting to participate in that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Are you kidding me?  How could you possibly think that?  Do you even remember what you were like
saying to me before it?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, the only thing I can say is if you're trying to get me to say that, you know--

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm not trying to get you to say anything.  I just want to --

CAPTAIN ROWE:
 
-- I purposely hurt you --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah, that's what I pretty much -- I Just want to have it acknowledged.  It's like every time you say sorry, but then you like twist it back on me, and I just want to have it acknowledge that -- I admitted that I tried to hurt you --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

-- because I was mad at you because I didn't respect you anymore because I thought you were doing something with Suzanne, but I felt like I don't know why you can't acknowledge to me that you did something to humiliate me.  That's all.  And I --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Did I humiliate you?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah, I think that sex was humiliating, and I think it was disgusting, and I can't get it out of my mind, and it's fucking up my mind, and that's why I want to like die, pretty much.  Like I feel like my dignity is gone.  What am I going to do for society?  Oh, I have a master's in social work and help people, but ...

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, hold on.  Hold on.  Let me ask you this. And we'll say ok, so that's the only sexual experience of your life that you find humiliating?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No, it's not the only one I find humiliating, but it's the most humiliating.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

So even when you were a fake prostitute, you didn't find that humiliating?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Even when I was what?

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

A fake prostitute.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I was never a fake prostitute.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

You told me that when you told your story at AA, that you used to do fake prostitute and then steal people's money from the house, and then you got beat up real bad and ended up in the hospital.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay, fine.  Whatever.  So you feel like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I mean, is that true or not?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't even want to -- I don't want to talk about that stuff with you because it's really upsetting.  I feel like -- once again, I just want to hear acknowledgement.  You hurt me very badly, and once again you're not acknowledging it, and that's all I wanted.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Have I -- are you trying to -- I mean, I don't want you to get -- look, I'm sorry.  Whatever -- I didn't do it, and I would never do anything to you on purpose.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Then why, like I don't understand why you did it.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

But let me tell you this right now.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What was the real reason?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

To show you that I didn't care, you know, to try and prove it to myself and to you that, okay, well, you know, even though no matter what -- I mean, there's no loyalty in that crap anyway, but I was always extremely loyal to you, and I thought I was getting the same thing in return.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I guess like regardless of, you know, whatever fucked up things I've had happen in my life, like I trusted you and--

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And now you don't six months later?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I do.  I trust you, but it just pisses me off because my mind, I'm like -- I just want it to be acknowledged that a bad thing happened to me and that you're --if you're my friend, I feel like you'll at least -- I do think you're my friend.  I feel that you can at least -- I know that you and Jeremy don't talk about it, but at least say that it was a bad thing to do that to me.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

It wasn't to you.  It was a two-person effort.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

It was not a two-person effort.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And you were the other person.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Then why did you say I'm going to tell Ben and the command, and blah, blah, blah?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, I never said that, and I'm being dead serious.  I don't care.  That's not paranoia.  I never, ever said that.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I know I didn't make that up in my mind.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I never, ever.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, anyways, hopefully someday when we have a face-to-face conversation, you can tell me that you were sorry, that you, you know --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I am sorry.  Don't --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

-- made me participate in a humiliating situation and like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Don't twist --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

-- instead of telling me like, oh, I wanted to participate, and then I participated because I've done other things in my life.  I mean, I was like crying and hung over.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  And, see, you're twisting it all--you're twisting it all up.  You remember when you called me back later that afternoon and it was like you begged me to come back over?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't.  I remember talking to you and saying that I was going to get help and that I wanted to die, and you were like don't do it, blah, blah, blah.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  Later on that day you like insisted that I come back over, and that's when we --I mean, we talked about being at rock bottom.  And you know, we were both there, and that's when I left, and I fully intended when I left that afternoon to never talk to you again, but then I thought, okay, well what good is going to come out of this for anybody, and when you called me the next day, I talked to you for like four hours.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So if I still have that in my head and if you feel like I willingly participated in that, why  would I want to keep living if I, you know, did that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Why do you want to kill yourself?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Because of the way I feel like I was treated by somebody that I trusted, the last person I trusted.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I can't help you from here.  Now I'm all fucked up.  Thanks a lot.  So now I'm in the same spot as you.  I can't help you from here.  I can't stop you.  I can't reach out and stop you from killing yourself.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I know you can't do that, but why can't you acknowledge -- I just -- I mean, it wouldn't fix everything. I don't think it will make me stop obsessing about it, but at least I think it's insulting and horrible that you try to say like I was like a willing participant and that blah, blah, blah.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hold on.  To say anything else but that would be a lie.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

How so?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because I don't even remember it in any way or shape or form the same way you do, and that's pretty typical of a lot of, you know, our conversations and time I spent with you.  Like I don't-- there's three sides to every story.  Your side, my side, and the truth, and the truth is probably somewhere in between, all right?  I probably have my view on it, you have yours, and somewhere in between lies the truth.  You know what I'm saying?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

But don't get it twisted.  I am sorry, and I do care about you if you're feeling -- I mean, to be honest with you, I feel like you're -- and I'm going to say this word.  I feel like you're trying to say I raped you, and that's real, real scary. That's real, real scary to me, and if that's the case, then I can't talk to you anymore because now I have a problem.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I mean, okay.  We're not even going to use that word because that's associated with like a bunch of ridiculousness and false allegations, all this crap.  I guess --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.  That's like beyond -- like that's the kind of stuff that -- I mean, you talk about killing 0yourself.  Like if anybody ever uttered that word about me, you don't come back from that word, whether you did it or not, or the situation is dropped.  Once that allegation is thrown out there, it doesn't matter if it's true or not.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  Well --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Do you see what I'm saying?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah, I know I do.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

See why your view of it scares me, and what I remember.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I mean, I'm trying to talk about it.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I care -- I care a lot about you, but can you do me a favor?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What's that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Don't blame me fully.  I can't be the only thing that's wrong with your life.  There's no way.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

It's not.  You're definitely not the only thing.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I was -- I was -- we've been friends for a year.  You know, six days ago it's been a year.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't know.  I feel like it was a forced thing.  I felt like if I didn't do that, I was going to be humiliated in front of the command and my husband.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I would never say that because -- listen to this.  And this is why I would never say that.  You may have heard it, whatever.  I could never -- think about this.  How could I ever tell on you?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

How could you what?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

How could I have ever told on you?  I would never even threaten to tell on you.  I can't, because what if I were to say, okay, I'm going to tell on her.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, I think you were just mad.  I think you were just angry.  I don't know.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  You're smart.  You're as smart as I am, and you know that I can't tell on you because all you would say is, oh, I've been sleeping with him all year.  How could I tell on you, because I would just be telling on myself.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Just because Suzanne --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I could never even --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Just because Suzanne used that tactic doesn't mean that I used that tactic, and it doesn't matter about like what you're motive was.  You said that.  You said I'm going to tell the command and tell you, and then Jeremy  wanted to leave.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, he didn't even know that.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Jeremy was like -- you remember.  He was like, Jim, let's get out of here.  Jim, let's go.  And you kept being like, no.  Jeremy get up here, blah, blah, blah, and saying mean things about me and stuff.  I didn't make that up in my head because I think about that every fucking day.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I just don't -- like you know what, maybe I -- I'm not meaning to fuck up your mind, but I feel like mine's all fucked up, and I don't know what to.  I don't know how to make sense of anything.  I feel like I kind of have talked about--

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

But you want me to feel like shit?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:  
I'm not trying to make you feel like shit.  I just want you to acknowledge to me that you put me in a really humiliating circumstance and that it was forced.  I'm not saying the word rape, so don't freak out about it, but I just --I did not choose to have -- when you told Jeremy to come over and for me to like do whatever to his thing, like I wasn't choosing to do that, and you knew that I didn't want to do that.  Jeremy didn't even want to do it.  He wanted to leave.  He was like, Jim, let's go. But you were so mad at me, and you just kept being -- saying mean things.  I mean, I wasn't wanting that to happen.  I didn't anything that day to happen.  So when you say, like oh, you wanted that to happen, no, I didn't want it to happen.CAPTAIN ROWE:
No, I never said that.  I never said I did.  I never said anybody did.  It was just a fucked up situation.  And if you were humiliated, I'm sorry, but I didn't mean to.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  Well, I felt like you made me do the sex thing with you and Jeremy, and I do feel disgusting about it.  I do feel like I need to die for it.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, no.  There was nothing --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I do.  I'm so like sick.  If Ben ever like even thought something like that happened, it would just-- Ben would probably kill himself , you know.  So why don't I just do it for him.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I don't think what happened you think happened.  You did not have sex with Jeremy.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You told him to come over in front of me, and you were like, Jeremy, come on, blah, blah, blah.  She's going to show you what a slut she is.  You don't remember saying that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Because I remember it almost every day. I think of various moments of it, but usually at night when I'm trying to sleep.

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

Well, you're not.

LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
What's that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

You're not.  Okay.  Just know that, you're not.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But I feel like I was.  And now, you know, you brought up other stuff of like really bad things that happened in my past in my life, which usually --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

My point was -- my point was -- believe me, let's not ever say that that was one of our, your, mine anybody's finest moment, okay?  Can we agree on that?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I know it wasn't anybody's finest moment,  maybe you've been able to hold it together, but I have to think about it every fucking day.  It's in my like room.  Like now I'm sober, and I can't not think of it because of alcohol, and it's like I really do, I just want to like die.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, what would make you feel better?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't know.  I guess you're my friend that I trust.  If you just acknowledge to me that I didn't want to participate in that, that just -- or just anything.  You're like --

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

Okay.  All right.  I did not know, but now I do, that you did not want to, and I'm sorry.
LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
And what about when you said the thing about Marv?  Were you joking then, because I'm paranoid about that.  
CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  There is no Marv.  There is no Marv. We were joking.  There's nothing.  The only thing I wanted for you that day was to just stop and see what you were doing to yourself.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But ...

CAPTAIN ROWE:

What you were doing to me.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I felt like you stopped me, and then you -- like I can't ever take any of that shitty day -- you know what, like whatever happened the night before, I don't have any memory of it.  I really don't know if anything -- I don't even think if anything happened with that marine.  Didn't Jeremy find him with his clothes on anyways?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

It did.  No, no, no, no.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That's what Jeremy said when I talked to him.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, that's the -- yeah.  I mean, it was -- who knows, and I don't even want to speculate.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  So I just want to know.  You in no way felt like you were forcing me whatsoever?  I just want to hear that, forcing me to have sex whatsoever with like --because you said that it didn't happen, but Jeremy was -- I have a very like distinct memory, and unless I'm going schizophrenic, which I'm starting to think maybe I am, like Jeremy was like in front of me, I saw his little like belly, I saw him like unzip his pants. Remember, he like came early, and you made some joke about it.  You said some joke about Jeremy cumming really fast.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I think -- I mean, I remember him coming up there.  When he came up, you were on top of me.  

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I was never on top of you.  I was always on my hands and knees the entire time.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  No.  You never.  Wait a minute.  You never did anything with Jeremy.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Then I feel like I'm just making it up in my head and like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  He came -- he came up there.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What did he do when he was up there?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

He jacked off.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So in no way was it like -- you don't think it was like a --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I think you remember it.  I mean, it was awkward because he came up there and he saw us because the door was open, and I remember --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

And he thought it looked fucked up.  He was like he knew that I didn't want to participate.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Because I was like crying, and you were saying insulting things.  He probably knew.  It was his instinct like, wow, he's calling a slut and whore, and blah, blah, blah. She probably -- this is fucked up.  He probably knew it was fucked up.  But why -- like he didn't even want to do.  He wanted to go. He even said, Jim, let's go.  Jim, let's go.  I can still hear him saying that in my fucking house.

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

Yeah, and then after that -- because I called -- I remember calling Gunny, because you said call Gunny, and we left, and then I came back later that afternoon, and we went upstairs.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I just -- I guess I just want to know why.  Like, why did you -- what was the reason?  Did you want to just completely -- because you felt like I humiliated  you, did you just want to like take everything?  It doesn't make sense, because later that day you were helping me, so that's why like my mind is conflicted because I'm like, I trust him, he's helping me, and for some reason --

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

I wasn't -- I wasn't -- I wasn't --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Because that day I did feel like you almost like saved my life because you told me not to kill myself, because I was going to, but at the same time that morning --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because I told myself later on that day-- I told myself --
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But that morning I wanted to kill myself, and part of it was like that was the last straw.  You were my friend and friend that I trusted.  My life had gone to shit, and you had made me participate in a humiliating like sexual thing that was disgusting.  Regardless of any mistake I've ever made in my life, that one's fucked me up in the head the worst.  I just don't understand why -- why -- why you did It.  I don't understand.  I can understand why you helped me because I think you're my friend, but I don't -- I can't process it in my mind.  I have like three friends in the world.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, let me ask you -- can I ask you something?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What?
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Why didn't you ever tell me that I wasn't the only one?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

See, you're just avoiding -- you're just avoiding like all I'm asking.  I'm not even asking for anything that much.  I'm just asking for a small acknowledgment that took away the last straw of my dignity.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

That bothers me seriously to this day.  Why?  Why?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What was your question again?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Why didn't you ever tell me that I wasn't the only one?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You knew I was all fucked up.  I told you I was like an alcoholic and depressed.  That's why we had that in common.  I've always been like fucked up sexually.  I couldn't have sex with my husband because of anorexia and body disorders, and all kinds of crap.  That's stuff that happened when I was a kid. I've always been messed up in the head, like it's just something the way --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, why didn't, why didn't you --why didn't you ever just tell me, hey, you know, just for safety sake, you're not the only one?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  But you're avoiding again, regardless of your anger.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.  But can you tell me that?  Can you tell me that?

LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
I don't know, because I was -- maybe if anything did happen, I was so drunk, I had no idea if it even did happen.  I mean, I was like -- do you know how many times I was like blacked out drunk that summer?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because to this day ... can I tell you something, now that we're talking about who's more fucked up?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:  
Well, I already said I think I'm probably more fucked up than you.  I'm not trying to contest that.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, no.  I probably am because to this day I can't have sex with my wife because I'm scared to give her something.  I'm so scared that I have something, that I won't go to the friggin' doctor.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  So that still doesn't answer my question of why you did that.  That completely -- why you had me do that.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Why did you do it?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Why did I do it?  I did not want to do it.  I was so --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  Why did you like lie to me that whole time?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I didn't.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, look.  This is the last --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You're taking away -- you're taking away from -- I'm asking you a question, it's like you're like
completely avoiding it, and you keep shifting it to other things.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.  Why did I do it?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Why did I do it?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.  I just want to know why.  That's it.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because I was drunk, and it felt good.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Are you serious?  To me that doesn't sound like a good enough reason for -- I don't almost believe you because I feel like you knew you were humiliating me, and I don't think that you're --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, I didn't.  I swear to God.  I swear to God.  When you get a text message from somebody that said basically, hey, if you ever want to have a threesome, tonight's the night --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No, I didn't.  I said I would introduce you to that girl, Shalin.  There was a --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  You have a selective memory.  Actually, I kept the text message.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That's good.  I'm glad you did.  It doesn't.  You're really helping --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I'm not going to lie to you, it's a little bit of a turn on.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, you know what, like that stuff fucked me up in the head, so it's not really funny to me.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  It fucked me up in the head, too, and now you -- I mean, I'm sorry.  All right.  I'm sorry.  I did not purposely try to humiliate you.  If you can't believe that, then maybe you're really not my friend, but remember -- you remember when you hit me like 30 straight times?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No, I don't, but ...

CAPTAIN ROWE:

When you were drunk?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No, I don't remember a lot of things when I drink.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, you can't use that as an excuse.  You remember, because we talked about it before.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I wasn't surprised because I kind of hated you.  I mean, you said a lot of mean things to me, you know? It's like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Never ever think for a second that I didn't --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That you what?
CAPTAIN ROWE:

That I didn't like you.  I mean, never think that I didn't like you.  But, I mean, my question now is, where do we go from here?  Like what was the purpose of this conversation?
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I just like -- because I --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

You know we can't be talking all the time.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I know.  I'm not trying to talk to you all the time.  I would rather have had this conversation in person. I just wanted to have -- I mean, I feel like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Like of all days, like why today?  What brought it up today?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't know.  I think about it all the time.  I thought Megan was already out there, actually.  So, I mean, I don't know.  I obsess about it.  Sunday night was another night when I was -- I spent three hours researching after Ben went home, like how would I try to kill myself, and then I was like--

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I don't want you to kill yourself.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I know.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And I told you, if you need anything ever, you just call me.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I think -- I feel like that's the only way I can like show 8th and I like everything that happened there with Wilson, everything.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  Then they win.  If you kill yourself, they win.  They got to you.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But I feel like you maybe even want that, because then like your secrets would go to the grave, and then everybody would be happy.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I don't have any secrets.  I don't have any secrets.  I have -- I mean, Megan knows that --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, to give you like my last shred of dignity, and we can move on to another subject so it doesn't end badly, but to be very clear, I did not want to do that.  That was not something I would ever have desired, and I think you deep down know that.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, can I put your mind at ease?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What's that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I don't think-- you didn't do what you thought you did.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And I can't speak for --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'll try to convince myself of that, but I, for some reason --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I'm telling you.  I'm telling you right now.  I promise you.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I asked my therapist, I was like, is there a pill I can take so I don't remember certain days of my life, and she's like, wow, she's like, no, you'll have to like cope with them.  She wants me to do like this prolonged exposure therapy thing where I have to talk about it with her all the time, and I don't feel comfortable doing that because you have to like do into to a recorder.  So I told her I would just -- I make a list of things that I'm avoiding, and then like I told her I'm like afraid to go to the gym.  And so she said like once a week during a time there won't be many people to maybe go there with my husband or something.  That's like her idea.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Why are you scared to go to the gym?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm just freaked out about it.  But I can tell you if I do kill myself, the two places I would do it are Post Five Gym or in my bedroom.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

If you kill yourself, they win, all the people, all that stuff.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:  
Well, you would win, too, so maybe it's a good thing.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, I don't.  I don't.  I don't win.  I don't understand what you want from me.  I really don't, and now I'm freaked out.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I didn't mean to freak you -- I'm
not trying to freak you out.  I feel like every day my day is like this weird day where I pretend like everything's okay, and I smile, and I'm like not drinking, and I put on my make-up and I put on clothes like everything's fine, but like every day --

CAPTAIN ROWE:
 
It's not going to be better if you drink.  At some point --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm not drinking.  I haven't drank for 152 days.  I haven't drank.  I don't even want to drink.  You know what, you know why I don't want to drink is because the drinking reminds me of that fucked up day.  And like, and also, if I drink again, I know I would try to kill myself.  I know I would.  There's just no doubt in my mind.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  What I'm telling you is that at some point you've got to forgive yourself, and you've got to forgive everybody else because --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I haven't forgave myself yet, but since you're my friend, and I feel like you've cleaned up your act and stuff, I just wanted to hear in my mind --

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

I'm sorry.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I didn't want you to tell me like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Like I'm so sorry.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I didn't want to hear you tell me that I made it up in my mind, and that's what I feel like you're kind of telling me.  I mean --

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

No, no.  I'm not telling you that at all.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I know I was the one that taught you like, oh, it's good to compartmentalize.  That's how I get by in life.  But that's like what's fucked up my head.  You know what I mean?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah, believe me, you're the one that told me that.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No.  I said I did tell --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

If you recall, I had about two months where I was a mess.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No, I think it was like -- I mean, it was like the worst perfect storm because you had the same problems that I did.  You were an alcoholic.  You hated 8th and I and had problems like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I hated 8th and I, and all that stuff has brought us together.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  Well, not trying to make you have a relapse or anything.

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

But listen to me.  Listen to me.  If we carry this stuff around -- if I carry -- this is the thing I've learned.  If we keep carrying all the fucked up shit around --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

-- the only thing we hurt is -- yeah, we hurt ourselves, but we hurt everybody around us because we never get better.  Because I asked my therapist straight up, should I tell my wife, because it bothers me every day.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What did he say?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because that's --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Did you tell your therapist about the forced sexual encounter, or did you tell him a different version?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, we didn't talk about that specifically.  I just told him, and he said, look, when you tell people --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'd be curious what your therapist says if you do, because you told me to tell my therapist everything, so I told my therapist, without names, because like I'm just trying to resolve the issues, not chase people down, the situation.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah, and that's --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I told her -- I'll just tell you what I told her.  I said he said he's sorry, but he either says it didn't happen, and he's like my friend that I trust, but I was like, but I feel like even if it was revenge or whatever, I just want him to acknowledge to me that he did force that sex to happen.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I feel like you want me to like acknowledge something in a court of law or something.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm not talking about in a court of law. I mean, you can name it whatever you want to name it.  I'm not calling it the R word.  I'm not even going to go in that direction. It was just -- it was so fucked up.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah, because, one, there was no sex involved.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  I mean, this is probably just a better conversation to have in person because this is not like going anywhere.  I don't mean to have caused you relapse.  I'm happy that you haven't been drinking, so I hope that this conversation doesn't make you drink again.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Don't think -- don't be -- because I think that part of you thinks that you're like jealous that you think I'm doing okay.  I'm sitting out here in a fucking house in Oklahoma by myself getting ready to get out of the Marine Corps as soon as I can, and my marriage is barely hanging on by a thread.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

All right.  Well, I guess -- I know that you -- I don't know.  I feel like you are sorry, but I just want to close it up in my mind and try to forget about it, but I don't -- I guess if I did willingly do that, then I do deserve to die.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  It wasn't what you thought, and, no, it's nothing to do -- it's just not --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I guess I just want to know why it happened is my number one thing.  I just don't understand.  I mean, I understand you're angry at me.  I embarrassed you.  I humiliated you.  I was a drunk mess.  You know, I did a fucked up thing.  Who knows if anything happened, because I really was blackout drunk.  I don't remember anything past entering the house that night.  Nothing, nothing at all.  So, you know, when you said I'm going to tell Ben and the command, I had no idea what the fuck had happened the last 12 hours of the night; no idea.  I had no idea what I had done. I just knew that the number one thing was to make it sure that Ben -- if I did some fucked up thing, I needed to fix it, so I would never humiliate Ben, because that's the last thing I'd ever want to do. And so I felt -- I felt like you forced me to participate in a humiliating sexual thing with Jeremy, and Jeremy didn't want to either.  That's the thing, like, Jeremy didn't want to do it.  Do you feel bad about that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I didn't want to do it.  Nobody -- it wasn't -- it wasn't what you thought it was.  If it makes you feel better --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, if you have any drug that you know of that I can take that I can just like zone out and veg out, like that's what I -- I asked them -- I keep asking my therapist about that.

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

I don't know what -- Megan's calling me. You know, I've talked to you, so now I'm going to have to answer this question.  I mean, pretty much here's what I wantyou to do. I want you to go to the cops, and then me and you can fight this out in court.  
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Oh, my gosh.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because now I'm pissed.  Yeah, now I'm pissed.  Because what you think in your mind happened didn't happen.  So let's do it up, and that way everybody can hear the whole story and the whole ten months in every detail, and we'll do it up that way.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Oh, that's definitely going to help not kill myself.  I appreciate your help.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And if that's going -- that way Megan can kill herself, Ben can kill himself.  You know, everybody can just be depressed, and then you and I can feel better because we were able to hash out our problems.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I wasn't try to say any hack out thing. I was just trying to -- I was just trying to -- you know, you're one of my friends.  You're one of the people I trust.  I just tried to make sense of it.  I would rather --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I thought you were my friend, so why are you calling like trying to start a fight with me?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm not trying to start a fight.  I just think we --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I haven't been this upset in a while at this kind of allegation.  I don't know how many times I can tell you that I would never do anything to purposely humiliate and hurt you.  If I did, and it sounds like I did, okay, and I'll admit that -- okay, apparently I did, and I'm sorry.  God, I'm sorry.  I know that you would never knowingly and purposely do anything like that unless you thought it's what I wanted or what I was telling you to let happen.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What I needed to do to make sure that I didn't humiliate my husband.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That's the last thing.  I've humiliated myself before, and that's fine, but the last thing I can do is humiliate my husband, and I feel like that day I --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And if I used that -- if I insinuated and used that -- are you saying that I did?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yes.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, then I'm sorry, and I don't remember because I was drunk.  So if I did, or it came across that way and you and I had a conversation that day when we were arguing, then I'm sorry if I made you feel like you needed to let Jeremy come upstairs and look at you in your bed or whatever.  I'm sorry.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, he didn't just look at me.  I just felt like it was like your best friend, and you and your best friend -- even though I don't feel like Jeremy even wanted to be there, he was just kind of like, what the fuck, like whatever, but I guess I just felt like -- I mean, that day I just was like life can't be this bad.  I have to like -- I can't live with this.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

You're not that bad.  Put it on me.  I'm the terrible person.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm not trying to put it on you, I just, I'm just trying to work --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, why don't you tell me.  What do you think you did?  What do you think?  Just be honest.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I think that I got really hammered, and I was really upset about that Gillespie thing.  I wanted to go find Gillespie and like, you know, really kick his ass for real that time.  I was hammered, and I knew that the barracks was going to not handle that case correctly.  I knew everybody was lying.  I knew nobody would believe me.  I knew Suzanne was sleeping with everybody in my chain of command.  You know, I just already felt humiliated.  Everything was already done.  The only thing that was important to me was not humiliating my husband.  That was the number -- like that was the only thing I was willing to -- like I would do anything to not do that, you know, and I felt like that day you kind of pretty much put it into position to where -- it wasn't because you guys were like, oh, we're attracted to her, we're turned on, we're going to -- like it was this fun thing.  It was like you calling me really derogatory names and making like a joke out of me to Jeremy and Jeremy like hesitantly participating, but he did, as I remember, and it was just weird.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I mean, what do you think you did to Jeremy?  What do you think happened between you two?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I think that -- I remember that you were like, Jeremy, come over, and Arianna is going to show you what a slut she is.  And then I just remember Jeremy like pulling down his pants, or whatever, and he had like this little belly, and he had like a small whatever, and he was -- you were like, go ahead, Jeremy, put it in her mouth, and then you told me to -- you were like, go ahead, blah, blah, blah.   I don't remember what your exact words were, but basically I felt like you forced me have oral sex with Jeremy.  I mean, I don't know if it's -- I don't know.  It was just fucked up.  It was weird.  You know, I think you knew that I didn't want to.  I don't understand.  In my mind, if you really thought that I wanted to, then I really do --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.  Then what happened?  Was I just sitting there watching?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No.  You were behind.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

So I was just standing behind you watching?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You weren't just standing behind me watching.  Do you remember how mad you were?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  So then what happened?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I think you know what happened.  I mean, you were like I'm going to tell the command that you're a slut.  You're a horrible blah, blah, blah.  I was on my hands and knees, and you were saying your mean things and doing a bunch of gross sex stuff that I didn't want to do, and I feel like you knew I didn't want to do it.  I mean, we weren't like having a good time.  I was like crying and like I felt humiliated.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Were we already having sex when Jeremy came up there?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah, you were already doing it, and you were like, Jeremy, come here.  Arianna's going to show you what a slut she is, and Jeremy walked over in front of me, you know.  Like I have to think -- like I think about that.  It's so sad.  I think about it the same way I think about like getting gas because I think about it so often in my mind.  It's on like repeat when a movie just won't go forward.  You know, how can I have kids?  How can I move on with my life?  I'm like this fucked up person.  Should I just tell Ben I'm like fucked up in the head and then like say sorry about It, or should I -- I feel like it'd be easier if I just did kill myself. I feel like it'd be easier because then he can just --everybody can just think, oh, she was like fucked up and depressed, and then nobody has to deal with it.  I felt like if I quit drinking and did all these good things, life would get better.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But I --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

It will.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

How much longer?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Can I call you back in just second? I've got to call Megan back.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah, actually Ben's going to come home soon, so I have to actually go anyways, but I don't want to leave on a bad note.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I'm scared you're going to kill yourself now.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:
 
All right.  All right.  Bye.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Call me back in like five minutes.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  Bye.

(Audio ends.)

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Hello?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hey.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Is everything fine?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah, she's just -- the movers are coming tomorrow.  She's been, I mean, real good through this.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.  I mean, I think everything's going to be fine, like.  I think that can get over -- like I have really good days and really bad days.  I guess the one thing I really --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Can I -- can I tell you something?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What?

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

And this is something I need you To know.  Never, ever, ever think that I didn't like you a real lot.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I just don't understand if you did like me, then why would you force me to do something so gross like that sexual thing with Jeremy?  I mean even if you said --you know, even if I did send you the text thing, whatever, like a couple months prior about some weird thing with Shalin, I mean, did you really -- if I was really -- if I'm really your friend, which I think I am your friend, I just don't understand. Was it just like when you accidently punch your friend in theface kind of a thing?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

It's --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What's that?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

It's probably -- I mean, yeah.  It's like if -- when Jeremy and I got in a fight, and this was in Iraq earlier on, and we were just both so frustrated with the
situation, the stress of what was about to happen, we didn't get mad at the situation, we ended up getting made at each other.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So don't you think it was good for Jeremy to know like -- for you to at least not tell him like, oh, I never punched you in the face, you imagined it different.  Don't you think it would be like weird for Jeremy, you know what I mean, just to be like, yeah, this --

CAPTAIN ROWE: 

No.  What I told Jeremy was I wasn't mad at you; I was mad at the situation.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That's what you told --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I would never do anything -- I would never do anything to hurt you.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So you and Jeremy did talk about it, I guess?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I was talking about the situation in Iraq.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:  
Oh.

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

That's what we talked about later.  It's like, hey, I'm not mad at you.  I'm stressed out about the war and the situation.  We took it out on each other.  I would never do anything to hurt my friend purposely.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So even if you --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

In a moment -- in moment of anger, I may do something that I don't know that's going to hurt them or stay with them or scar them, which apparently this has, but I would never try to put lifelong or month long hurt on somebody.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.  I understand that, but I just want to understand that a forced sex situation happened and it was wrong, and even if it was in anger, or even if you wanted --I don't even know what you were thinking in your mind.  I do a lot of like -- I've done so many stupid bad things, so I'm not judging you.  I just -- for my own like dignity sake, I just want you to acknowledge that it was forced sex, because I think you do know that it was.  I think you do know that it was humiliating, and I feel like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

It was fucked up, and I've never thought about it as much as I've thought about it this last hour we've talked about it, and I will admit to you that it's fucked up, and I'm sorry.

LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
But do you think it was fucked up --I mean, do you think it's fucked up because -- because like in my mind, the first like two months I like blamed it like entirely on myself, and then like I guess I was thinking about, you know.  Yeah, I did a really fuck up.  Why was in my house with my door wide open so drunk that I remember nothing, you know, naked?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

With a Lance Corporal.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.  Why was that?  That's a fucked up situation, really fucked up on so many levels.  I was like horrified.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And why didn't I just drive by?  Why didn't I just say, oh, she's dead in there, she's dead in there oh well?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That's fine.  And I know there's like why didn't you do this, why didn't this.  I just wanted it to be that I'm not making up in my mind because you were like, oh, nothing happened.  I just want it to be not made up in my mind that you -- you may not even remember certain things.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I will tell you this.  You didn't have sex with Jeremy.  You may have had oral sex with Jeremy, but you didn't have sex with Jeremy.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah, but did you make him come over there or did Jeremy want to come over there?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

To your house?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No, come over to the oral sex thing or whatever.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I didn't -- I didn't pull his pants down, and I didn't shove your head on it.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But didn't you tell him to?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.  I mean, I wouldn't say I told him. I probably invited him to.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You invited him to come see what a slut I was?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I don't remember the words.  I mean, you can say whatever, and I couldn't tell you yes or no.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, at least it feels better that you at least like acknowledge something happened, because I really do feel like sometimes like I'm going crazy in my head or something.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, you didn't -- I mean --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I feel like it was directed, like it was orchestrated by you.  Like, okay, yeah, I did the fucked up things the night before, and I did all these fucked up situations, but I felt like what happened in the bedroom upstairs was directed by you.  You wanted it to happen; you know, I didn't.  Just like the night before, I was orchestrating the drunken like crazy debauchery, humiliation, whatever.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.  Are we both admitting that we both had a part in it?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm not, not in the bedroom thing.  I don't think that I wanted to do that in my mind.  You just have to digest that you can't -- like it's fucking up my head.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, you didn't -- you didn't ask us.  I mean, you didn't say, hey, Jim why don't we - - you did say earlier that day, why don't Jeremy and you spend the night here?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah, you did.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That doesn't even make any sense.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because all that day you were like are we going -- are you going to be able to come over afterwards into town, blah, blah, blah, and I was like I don't know.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah, I don't remember.  I mean, that time maybe -- like maybe I might have said something like.  I don't remember.  I definitely was scared.  I definitely wanted to kill myself and everything, but even though I did all that fucked up stuff, I don't think that it meant, hey, you and Jeremy come have sex with me because now it's like a good opportunity, and I'm as low as I'm going to go, and like take my two percent left of dignity and just like throw it out the door.  And you're right, I think I can build it up, like I can build it up, but I don't want it to be like a made up thing in my head, because it's going to be, like it's making me crazy.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  Now, I will tell you this.  It's not.  Don't make yourself out to be super hooker, whore, like it was wild, dirty video type.  It wasn't no.  No.  It was like two fifteen year olds being weird.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah, but I had been -- I think I had been weird prior to that, but how did I -- I don't feel like I -- I guess in my mind like I just think that there's stuff that went on in the bedroom.  I mean, I was like crying while it happened, like the fact that you didn't like care to me like bothers me, you know.  It's like -- it's like -- it was weird.  It was like you were having pleasure in my humiliation.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

No, I wasn't, and I'm not having pleasure in it right now.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I'm not trying to make you feel bad.  I just --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I mean, you've succeeded so, whether you were trying to or not.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I don't know.  I mean, can we put an end to this?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.  I think if you just acknowledge to me, I think we can never have this --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I'm sorry.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But are you sorry –

CAPTAIN ROWE:

That what?
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

What are you sorry -- because you keep saying sorry, but then you never acknowledge that there was like this --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I'm sorry that I ended up --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:
 
-- forced sexual situation in the bedroom with Jeremy that happened, because I don't want you tell me that it didn't happen.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

To me, a forced sexual situation is like holding somebody down, like you know what I'm saying? Forced and the rape word are the same thing to me, so I won't --forced is physically making somebody do something, like, here I'm going to hold you and make you do this, and I've never put my hands on a woman, never.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But don't you feel like that I might have felt like threatened with your, I mean, the situation?  You knew I had just done something so humiliating, and I could never talk about it to anybody.  You know what I mean, like I would have to deal with that.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah, but like I told you, I also know that I would never threaten someone like that because you know I'm that smart, and I know that --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But you did threaten me.  You said in the kitchen, you were like, I'm going to tell Ben, I'm going to tell ever body, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, and then when we were in the kitchen, that's when you first said the way that it was not going to be said, and you said -- you were like, get undressed. You were like, you know, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah and show Jeremy.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Actually, you were undressed when I got there.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I was undressed when you got there, but then -- because I was -- I really had no idea what was going on. The first time when I heard your voice yelling at me was when I like came out of my -- that was the first memory I have after midnight.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I was trying to get your dog out of the front yard before it escaped and before the neighbors like came over like wandering around in your house.  That would have been real cool if the neighbors came over.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, what about the Marv thing, though?  I mean, like that was like weird.  Like I didn't -- I know you joke about it sometimes, but like you're an intimidating person, and you are more -- you are.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

I am not an intimidating person.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yes, you are.  Everybody at the barracks was intimated by you.  They wouldn't like ever mess with you.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I don't think that's the truth.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So you don't think there's any way I could have been scared when you said that Marv was going to come throw me in the ditch, or whatever -- whatever thing you said.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I guess what I don't understand was if --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You didn't think I like -- you didn't even think I looked scared?  Are you saying that you didn't think I looked scared at all?
CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  Like I've spent hours with you talking to you.  My wife's been over to your house.  I mean, we've spent hours together and talking for the last six months.  I guess what I'm saying is it just takes me by surprise that this is still in your head.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I guess I was like -- I've just tried to put together in my mind -- I'm not going to do the whole like video recording therapist prolonged exposure thing that she wants to about like--I mean, there's so many events that happened at 8th and I that like fucked up my mind.  I just feel like for that one to at least, as my friend, for you to at least --
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.  Yeah, and it --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:
 
-- acknowledge that you knew I was scared.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I know now that I hurt you.  I hurt you.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

But did you know at the time that I was scared?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

No.  I had no idea, but I know now that I put you in a -- in a -- I don't regret it because I don't think if I would have stopped it that day, I don't think you ever would have stopped drinking, and I think you'd be dead.  So I don't regret stopping by over there.  I do regret the fact that I didn't handle it better.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

So I guess you're at least saying that you do regret the stuff that happened upstairs with Jeremy with like the sexual stuff?  I think you knew, even though you don't want to say, that I --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah, I regret it now, but I've never thought about it. 

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

How could you not regret it then?  I mean, like to me like you knew it was fucked up then.  I understand you not wanting to think about it, but, you know, like didn't afterward you think, wow, that was really fucked up, like --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I mean, I felt maybe that's just how -- I mean I don't -- I didn't think about it.  I was just --I just -- at that point I was like, you know what, we can go one or two ways here.  Her and I can go straight down the tube together, just drop in a hot mess, you know, like friggin' Bonnie and Clyde, or we can try and be mature here and try to, you know, go on with our lives and not hurt our families and everybody around us.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.

CAPTAIN ROWE:  

And, you know, the thing that my guy told me was who is going to help by telling your wife?  Is it going to get it off your conscience?  Yeah, but I mean -- and that's the way he explained it to me.  He was like, you know, in due time, you know, you'll move on and, you know, things in your mind will always be there.  But by you telling her, the only person it's going to help is you right now.  It's going to destroy her and hurt her and make her have to make all these tough decisions, but you'll feel better because it's off your chest. 

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  But, but--I feel like it's moving away from like -- because I really do, like I promise you I never want to talk about this ever, ever again.  Like I really don't.  I didn't even want to bring it up today.  I thought about it, too, but the main thing is, I just want to know--

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, will you listen to me for a second?

LIEUTENANT KLAY: 
Can you listen to me for a second?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.  Go ahead.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

You knew that I -- you knew that I was scared.  I'm not even going to say I think because I'm too timid. My therapist told me I'm too timid.  You knew that.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hold on.  This coming from the person who has like straddled on top of me and hit me 30 or 40 times.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I didn't straddle on top of you, but--I just want to know why --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Why didn't you ask me that day if, you know, I was okay with that sexual thing, knowing -- is it because you got a text message, so you thought that that kind of stuff was okay with me, or why?

CAPTAIN ROWE:

I thought in my mind that -- I mean, after the stories that you had told me about, like switching partners --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Some of them were just drunk stories, like the same ones that --

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.  If I think about it now, and I didn't -- let me say this.  I didn't think about it at the time, but if I think about it in my mind now, you know, text message I got with you offering for Jeremy to come over, you telling me about like hooking up with, you know, chicks.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I was offering for Jeremy to come over because I wanted to meet your friends.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hold on.  Hold on.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

It wasn't a sexual thing at all, and I know you know that.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hooking up with chicks, whatever, and not to mention the fact -- like I said, the text message, and I've never done anything like that before, and I'm sure Jeremy's never done anything like that before, and now I know that, you know, you haven't.  I think it's an experience that we all shared that we wish we didn't share.  Does that make sense, because I've never - - I've never had a situation like that before.  And I don't -- maybe I -- maybe I just did it because I thought, well, she's done it before, so she must be cool with it because, you know, she had some other guy come over here last night.  That's probably what was going through my drunk mind.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

All right.  Well Ben's coming home soon anyways, so I'm going to -- I apologize for like disturbing you about it.
CAPTAIN ROWE:  

No, but know this.  Are we -- you're still -- besides my wife and Jeremy, you're the only other person I talked to.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't talk to anybody at all.  I really don't have any friends because they think I'm all messed up in the mind anyways.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

We're still friends, but sometimes I guess without knowing it, you do something to hurt your friends, and if I did it out of anger and out of spite, I'm sorry.  I never meant to hurt you.  I'm sorry.  I know that you're not that type of person. And here's what you need to understand.  Whatever did happen, that doesn't replicate you, it doesn't replicate me, it doesn't replicate anything.  It's just some stupid drunk thing that happened, the same thing as that marine being in your bed, that something like that.  You know what I'm saying?  It's not like you would pick him out to bring him home.  It's something stupid that happened.  Now you're not drinking, I'm not drinking, so it would never happen again, and we would never even have to talk about it again.  You've just got to move on.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

And that's what I'm trying to do.  But for a second, if I think I'm causing you pain or the fact that, you know, you're going to kill yourself, that's going to bother me.  So you promise me before you hurt yourself, you call me.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

All right.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

I will get on a friggin' plane.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

All right.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

All right?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

All right.  Well, I'll--have a good night, and sorry.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Hey, one other question.  What's going on with the Suzanne thing?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't even know.  I just -- I'm not even -- like I'm not even in the loop.  Like I don't talk to anybody from barracks, not even Agoulnick anymore, so I have no idea.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Because I haven't talked to like Haggerty and those guys since before Christmas.  I mean, they didn't mention anything about, but I just -- I mean, did you get questions or anything, because nobody ever called me, and you told me last time that somebody may call me.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

No.  I mean, I was just, I don't know, being paranoid.  I don't -- nobody's questioned me about it.  I mean, I have already made my original statements, but like I think they pretty much -- I'm gone, I'm out of there.  You know, so it's like -- I think they're just -- I don't know.  Who knows.  I don't know what's going on.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

You don't think they're going to call me?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I don't -- I don't know.  I have no idea.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Okay.  But you don't think they're going call me or question me or anything like that?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I haven't talked to anybody since the last time I talked to you.  Nobody's --
CAPTAIN ROWE:

I mean, here's the truth.  The only thing I can say is I never witnessed anything firsthand.  The only thing I can say is what you told me and what you witnessed.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That's fine, whatever.  I don't know. Like the Suzanne thing is out of my mind.  I'm kind of dealing with my own, just focusing moving on with my life.  So anyways, I apologize for the drama stuff, but I'm trying to like normalize myself so.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

So we're still cool?  We're still friends?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yup.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

And you'll tell me if anything bad's going to happen?
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Before you do something crazy?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yes.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

All right.  It's not worth it because if you do that, then everybody --

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

I called you today, didn't I?  I called you before I did anything crazy because I was just thinking about it.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Yeah.  Well, I'll tell you this.  If you do that, you're stronger than that, you let them win.  I thought you were a little bit more of a competitor than that.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Well, it did really hurt me, but you did hurt me on that day, but I forgive you.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, I'm sorry, and it's not representative of who you are, it's not representative of who I am, and it's not representative -- God, I hope that's not how you remember me.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

It won't be at all.
CAPTAIN ROWE:

Can you try to remember me in a better light?

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yes.  I think once I get out of that house and stuff things will be better, too.  I just need to get out of there.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Can you -- can you remember me from like September 1st on?
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Yeah.  You've been a much nicer, better person so.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

Well, you taught me how to compartmentalize, so we'll remember each other from September 1st on.

LIEUTENANT KLAY:

That sounds good.

CAPTAIN ROWE:

All right.  Take care.
LIEUTENANT KLAY:

Okay.  Sorry about that.  Bye.

(Audio ends.)
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