AAJ Minority Caucus Business Meeting
Maui, Hawaii
January 31, 2010
Members in Attendance:

Marcus Stevenson, Vice Chair

Navan Ward, Second Vice Chair

Simona Farrise, Rep to AAJ BOG

Rodney Gregory

Rhonda Hill Wilson, AAJ Parliamentarian

Staci Yandle, Rep to AAJ Exec Committee

AAJ Staff:

Tamara Kukla

I. Old Business:

October 30, 2009 minutes approved.  
II. Lobby Day: - Simona Farrise and Staci Yandle
A. Lobby Days
Plans are coming together for Lobby Days March 10-11, 2010 in Washington, DC. The issues the group will lobby on will be presented closer to the day.   There are many options and Jill Burke from AAJ is working on them with Linda Lipsen.  
Simona and Staci raised the required funds ($7,500) and more than 25 members have committed to attend in DC.  They reminded everyone to sign-up themselves and members of their teams as soon as possible. The attendance goal is a minimum of 40 attendees.  
The $7,500 covers hotel rooms, the reception room and catering.  Members must pay their own airfare.

III. Newsletter
Navan reviewed the upcoming issue of the Minority Caucus newsletter.  He asked AAJ for an updated timeline.  AAJ will confirm in next week to ensure Lobby Days is promoted in winter and spring issues. Navan covered the articles planned for the winter issue and encourage other members to submit articles.
IV. Minority Caucus Reception 
Anu discussed the reception later in the day.  An additional promotion was done yesterday to ensure all attending convention would attend. 

Marcus discussed with the members whether the Minority Caucus should use its resources for a party in Vancouver or focus on the reception honoring award winners. After discussion, it was determined that efforts should be focused on the reception and there would be no party in Vancouver.

Staci wants to ensure for the future, we look at more opportunities like Lobby Days as a way to increase membership. 
V. Roxanne Conlin
Roxanne is running for office in Iowa against Republican Senator Chuck Grassley.  She spoke to the Caucus about her ongoing commitment to diversity within AAJ and her need for support.  Roxanne has been deeply committed to AAJ (former President) and to the Minority Caucus.  
Motion to adjourn.  Seconded.  Meeting adjourned.
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