SUMMARY OF ACTION
1st Battalion, 1st Marines was involved in combat operations in conjunction with Operation IRAQI FREEDOM 05-07.1 in the nation of Iraq. After arriving on 23 January 2006 and joining Regimental Combat Team 5, I MEF Forward, the battalion conducted continuous counter-insurgency operations in Al Anbar Province, Iraq, in the vicinity of Al Fallujah. The battalion was involved in a number of combat-related missions in various locations east of the Al Fallujah area. Summaries of these are listed below.

Matrix H004:  13 April, 2006 members of Combat Train Team I of Headquarters and Services Company were traveling South/Southeast on Main Service Road (MSR) Pittsburg on a tactical re-supply mission. At grid MB 0611 9001 the convoy was in route to Camp Fallujah when the trail vehicle was struck by an Improvised Explosive Device, (IED). After the IED exploded the convoy set a cordon around the site and called higher. While setting the cordon the convoy received three to four rounds of small arms fire from the west. Members of the convoy returned fire suppressing the enemy while others rigged the downed vehicle for recovery. Moments later one of the Marines providing security positively identified an individual crouched in an open field to the west. The Marine yelled at the individual to identify himself. At which point the individual stood and ran away from the convoy. As the individual ran members of the security team fired warning shots into the ground near his feet. The individual continued to run thus the Marines shot the individual dead. Once the downed vehicle and injured Marine were ready for transport the convoy continued to Camp Fallujah. Because of their actions while under attack, the Marines identified from Headquarters and Services Company are being recommended for the Combat Action Ribbon.

Eligible Personnel:

Warrant Officer Rogers Jeromye. A.   – WO Rogers as the Combat Train OIC was in the trail vehicle and was wounded in action as a result of the IED exploding under his vehicle.
Staff Sergeant Pereztorres, Alberto M.  - SSgt Pereztorres as the convoy commander set the cordon, established the security posture and informed higher of the situation and conducted five and twenty-fives.
Hospital men 1st Class Cox, Samual H.  – HM1 Cox  was a passenger in the first MTVR. When the convoy was attacked HM1 Cox helped set the cordon to the south and conducted five and twenty-fives.
Sergeant Brekke, Terry D.  – Sgt Brekke was the vehicle commander of the second vehicle. Sgt Brekke directed his vehicle to a more secured and dispersed position during the cordon and conducted five and twenty-fives.
Sergeant Kelly, Laurice   – Sgt Kelly was the vehicle commander of the second vehicle. Sgt Kelly directed his vehicle to a more secured and dispersed position during the cordon and conducted five and twenty-fives.

Sergeant OBryant, Jarod L.  – Sgt OBryant was the radio operator and located in the lead vehicle. Sgt OBryant informed higher of the convoys position and kept them informed of all information.

Sergeant Brito,  Jose L..  – Sgt Brito was the vehicle commander of the seventh vehicle. Sgt Brito directed his vehicle to a more secured and dispersed position and conducted five and twenty-fives. He also set the cordon and directed Marines in a defensive posture.
Corporal Bell, Derek A.  – Cpl Bell was ECM operator in the fifth vehicle and took the appropriate immediate actions by monitoring the warlock system.
Corporal Bramme, Joey J.  – Cpl Bramme was the driver of the trail vehicle and took the appropriate immediate actions by moving his vehicle out of the kill zone after being hit by an IED. Once out of the kill zone Cpl Bramme conducted five and twenty-fives set the cordon and rigged his vehicle for recovery.
Corporal Castro Francisco M.  – Cpl Castro was a Gunner located in the seventh vehicle. Cpl Castro covered rear security using his crew serve weapon and conducted five and twenty-fives. When engaged by enemy small arms fire Cpl Castro suppressed the enemy in order to allow recovery operations to continue and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.
Corporal Cook, Thomas J.  – Cpl Cook was a Gunner located in the sixth vehicle. Cpl Cook covered security for the convoy to the left flank using his crew serve weapon. He also helped establish the cordon by conducted five and twenty-fives. When engaged by enemy small arms fire Cpl Cook ensured the convoy was not ambushed from the opposite side thus allowing recovery operations to continue and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Corporal Felix, Hari-Das M.  – Cpl Felix was a Gunner located in the lead vehicle. Cpl Felix covered security for the convoy to the front using his crew serve weapon. He also helped establish the cordon by conducted five and twenty-fives. When engaged by enemy small arms fire Cpl Felix ensured the convoy was not ambushed from the front thus allowing recovery operations to continue and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Corporal Mangual, Ernesto P.   - Cpl Mangual was the radio operator and located in the security commanders vehicle. Cpl Mangual kept the convoy commander informed of the convoys’ situation by updating him with situational reports from the rear of the convoy. Cpl Mangual further participated in setting the cordon by conducted five and twenty-fives then helped rig the downed vehicle for recovery.

Corporal Sy, Francis M.   - Cpl Sy was the driver of the second MTVR which was located sixth in the order of march. Cpl Sy took the appropriate immediate actions by moving his vehicle out of the kill zone. Once out of the kill zone Cpl Sy conducted five and twenty-fives set the cordon in order to allow other Marines to rig the downed vehicle for recovery and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Lance Corporal Alderette, Johnathan C.   - LCpl Alderette was a Gunner located in the trail vehicle. LCpl Alderette covered security for the convoy to the rear until his vehicle was ready for recovery. He also helped establish the cordon by conducted five and twenty-fives. When engaged by enemy small arms fire LCpl Alderette returned fire thus allowing recovery operations to continue and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Lance Corporal Charles, Johnathan U.   - LCpl Charles was a Gunner located in the eighth vehicle. LCpl Charles covered rear security using his crew serve weapon and conducted five and twenty-fives. When engaged by enemy small arms fire LCpl Charles suppressed the enemy in order to allow recovery operations to continue and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Lance Elmore, Matthew K.   - LCpl Elmore was a Gunner located in the second vehicle. LCpl Elmore covered security for the convoy to the left flank using his crew serve weapon. He also helped establish the cordon by conducted five and twenty-fives. When engaged by enemy small arms fire LCpl Elmore ensured the convoy was not ambushed from the opposite side thus allowing recovery operations to continue and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Lance Galbraith, Marty D.   - LCpl Galbraith the driver of the causality evacuation vehicle which was located fourth in the order of march. LCpl Galbraith took the appropriate immediate actions by moving his vehicle out of the kill zone. Once out of the kill zone LCpl Galbraith conducted five and twenty-fives set the cordon in order to allow other Marines to rig the downed vehicle for recovery. When ordered LCpl Galbraith maneuvered his vehicle to a secure location in order to pick up the injured Marine and then transported him to safety.

Lance Corporal Gibson, Justin A.   - LCpl Gibson was the driver of the first MTVR which was located fifth in the order of march. LCpl Gibson took the appropriate immediate actions by moving his vehicle out of the kill zone. Once out of the kill zone LCpl Gibson conducted five and twenty-fives set the cordon in order to allow other Marines to rig the downed vehicle for recovery and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Lance Corporal Graziano, Anthony T.   - LCpl Graziano was the driver of the second vehicle. LCpl Graziano took the appropriate immediate actions by moving his vehicle out of the kill zone. Once out of the kill zone LCpl Graziano conducted five and twenty-fives set the cordon in order to allow other Marines to rig the downed vehicle for recovery and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Lance Corporal Meza, Octavio T.   - LCpl Meza was the driver of the lead vehicle. LCpl Meza took the appropriate immediate actions by moving his vehicle out of the kill zone. Once out of the kill zone LCpl Meza conducted five and twenty-fives set the cordon in order to allow other Marines to rig the downed vehicle for recovery and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Lance Corporal Newby, Jeremy V.   - LCpl Newby was the driver of the ECM vehicle. LCpl Newby took the appropriate immediate actions by moving his vehicle out of the kill zone. Once out of the kill zone LCpl Newby conducted five and twenty-fives set the cordon in order to allow other Marines to rig the downed vehicle for recovery and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Lance Hamil, Robert C.  - LCpl Hamil was a Gunner of the first MTVR. LCpl Hamil covered security for the convoy to the right flank using his crew serve weapon. He also helped establish the cordon by conducted five and twenty-fives. When engaged by enemy small arms fire LCpl Hamil ensured the convoy was not ambushed from the right side towards the front of the convoy thus allowing recovery operations to continue and evacuate the injured Marine to safety.

Privet First Class Bieber, Cole A.   - Pfc Bieber was a passenger in the second MTVR. Pfc Bieber covered security for the convoy to the right flank. He also helped establish the cordon by conducted five and twenty-fives. When engaged by enemy small arms fire Pfc Bieber returned fire thus allowing recovery operations to continue and evacuate the injured Marine to safety

Hospital men Batay, Angelo M.  – HN Batay was a passenger in the causality evacuation vehicle which was located fourth in the order of march. HN Batay took the appropriate immediate actions by conducted five and twenty-fives set the cordon in order to allow other Marines to rig the downed vehicle for recovery. When ordered HN Batay  treated the injured Marine and then transported him to safety.

As per SECNAVINST 1650.1G, Chapter 2, Section 3, 230.14.b(2), these individuals “have participated in a bona fide ground or surface combat fire-fight or action during which they were under enemy fire and their performance while under fire was satisfactory.” 
