11 March 2011

Gentlemen,

I want to let you know how much I appreciate your candor, honesty, diligence, and commitment to this process. I am saddened by your decision, but I respect our justice system and your participation in it. I know how difficult it is too sit through weeks of proceedings, paying close attention to all of the details, listen to all of the arguments, instructions, and law, and do your best to make a judgment based solely on the facts presented in court. Our adversarial system is one which limits the evidence greatly, and I know there are many more details you would have wished to have presented before you. However, you took the evidence presented, and made the best judgment you could. I can understand how based on the evidence before you that you came to the decision you did.

I want to thank you for your acknowledgement that I did not participate in any act of sexual assault. As you know, that would have defined me for the rest of my life as a sex offender. I am very grateful.

I take full responsibility for my actions and understand that you found them to be conduct unbecoming of an officer and a gentlemen. I apologize for any discredit I brought upon the Marine Corps. With your judgment you now control the next step in my life to include my wife, Dalliana, my stepson, Kenny, and my unborn child.

The Marine Corps has been my family for the past 12+ years. I first enlisted in 1998, and achieved the rank of Corporal of Marines. I never thought I would serve in the military, however, in those first few years I became in awe of the camaraderie and esprit de corps, which we as Marines hold higher than any other service. I chose to continue my service as an officer and finished in the top 10% of my OCS class in 2000. As a Second Lieutenant, I was designated a Communications Officer (also finishing in the top 10%) and served as a platoon commander for both Communications Company, Headquarters & Service Battalion, 3d FSSG, and as the S-6A for the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable). As a junior officer, I learned what it meant to set the example and provide the knowledge and guidance, in coordination with my Staff Noncommissioned Officers, to lead my Marines to do things beyond anyone’s expectations. In 2006, I was selected for the Excess Leave Program (Law) and hoped to pursue a full career in the Marine Corps as a Judge Advocate.

Unfortunately, the night of 3-4 April 2007 has haunted me since. I regret having put myself in such a situation without weighing all of the consequences. Since then, I have faced a school administrative board, an investigation by the New Orleans Police Department and District Attorney’s Office, and a previous General Court Martial referred at MCRD San Diego. At each, I have tried to maintain the integrity and conduct of an officer of Marines. My law degree has been withheld although I completed all of my coursework for my degree, I was brought back onto active duty in April 2009 and have been in legal limbo since then with the Military Justice System. I have maintained my commitment to being an officer and have demonstrated to my superiors, peers, and subordinates what a Marine Corps officer should be. I am sorry that I have disappointed you with my conduct previously.

I recognize your decision today could mean the end of my Marine Corps career. I only hope that you can view my resolute determination to move forward from my mistakes and go forward to set the highest standard of a Marine Corps officer in the future. I have learned from my mistakes and have made changes in my personal and professional life that is reflected in my character over the last 4 years. If given the opportunity, I will not let you down. My love for the Marine Corps comes only second to my love of God and my family, the last of which understands that my commitment to being a Marine may disrupt our family life.

I am committed to maintaining our Core Values of Honor, Courage, and Commitment, and  I am remorseful for not having demonstrated to you the integrity, discipline, and judgment expected of a Marine Corps officer. 

On behalf of my family, I hope that you will find that I can still be an asset to the Marine Corps, especially considering the adversities I have faced over the past 4 years. I respect whatever decision you make today, and understand that it is not personal, but a representation of what you expect of a Marine Corps officer.

Very respectfully,

Douglas S. Wacker

Captain, United States Marine Corps

