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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

     December 2006 – present
Department of Health & Human Services






Office for Civil Rights





         

Washington, D.C.






Leads the day-to-day business of the Civil Rights Division whose mandate is to ensure that people throughout our country have access to quality health care and social services without facing unlawful discrimination, through vigorous enforcement of civil rights.  Promotes integrity in the expenditure of Federal funds by helping to ensure that Departmental funds support programs that provide access to services free from unlawful discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, and religion.  Responsibilities include national coordination of OCR’s compliance programs and staff in ten regional offices on the front line of serving the public; national policy development; advisory services to Departmental funding and staff components, other Federal, state, and local departments and agencies, and national advocacy, beneficiary, and provider groups; and education, technical assistance, and outreach activities.

SPECIAL COUNSELOR
   


      October 2005 – December 2006
Transportation Security Administration   

Arlington, Virginia 







Provided leadership and business management oversight for eight critical administrative functions vital to the public accountability of the agency:  the Offices of Civil Rights and Liberties, Privacy, Freedom of Information, Ombudsman, Executive Secretariat, GAO/IG Audit Liaison, Sensitive Security Information, and Transportation Security Redress.   As a Senior Executive Service (SES) advisor to the Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security (Administrator), provided comprehensive guidance on overall agency objectives and long-range goals, supporting the establishment and implementation of enhanced security and administrative programs and the dissemination of agency technical information, in accordance with applicable procedures, laws and directives.  Spearheaded liaison with other components of the Department of Homeland Security, other Federal agencies, state and local governments, and Congressional committee staffs.  
DIRECTOR OF CIVIL RIGHTS


       August 2003 – September 2005
Transportation Security Administration
Office of Civil Rights and Liberties

Arlington, Virginia 




        
Served as the senior technical expert for the Transportation Security Administration on matters involving civil rights and liberties, equal employment opportunity, and diversity precepts.  Advised and assisted the Assistant Secretary by providing innovative and expert leadership in the establishment and implementation of comprehensive civil rights and equal opportunity policies and procedures for the agency’s 54,000 employee work force.  Responsibilities included directing the processing informal and formal complaints of employment discrimination, harassment, and retaliation brought by employees under the federal civil rights statutes governing equal employment opportunity (EEO); administering an alternative dispute resolution program for EEO complaints; reviewing and responding to complaints brought by the traveling public against TSA employees, alleging unlawful discrimination and racial/ethnic profiling; conducting Title VI compliance reviews for TSA grant recipients and business partners; and performing workforce analysis and diversity management.  

DEPUTY CHIEF





          May 1998 – July 2003

Department of Justice
Civil Rights Division

Criminal Section 

Washington, D.C.







Supervised team of attorneys responsible for prosecuting cases of national significance involving criminal violations of federal civil rights statutes, including those prohibiting police brutality, bias-motivated crimes, church arson, violence at women’s reproductive health clinics, human trafficking and worker exploitation, in close coordination with United States Attorney’s Offices nationwide.  Managed, assigned, and reviewed work product of ten prosecuting attorneys and additional support personnel.  Monitored and assessed quality of work, productivity and adequate utilization of attorney and paralegal resources, including travel and litigation-related expenditures.  Conducted substantial outreach and training on federal statutes and investigative techniques with other federal, state, local and private entities in a ten state region.  Frequent lecturer on federal civil rights statutes, both nationally and internationally, to audiences of Assistant U.S. Attorneys, district and state’s attorneys, federal agents, state, local and foreign managers of law enforcement agencies, civic leaders, representatives of international aid organizations, and private legal counsel.
TRIAL ATTORNEY                   


               October 1996 - April 1998

Department of Justice
Civil Rights Division

Criminal Section 

Washington, D.C.




Handled docket of several hundred criminal civil rights cases.  Successful prosecutions include contested trials, numerous negotiated guilty pleas resulting in substantial sentences of incarceration, and complex grand jury presentations of cross-burnings, blockades and violent acts at women’s reproductive health clinics, and the use of excessive force under color of law by police officers and prison officials.  Drafted, responded to, and argued numerous complex pre-trial and trial motions.  Successfully 
“flipped” several law enforcement officials during attorney-led investigations that added substantial usable evidence to the cases being built and resulted in felony convictions at trial and through guilty pleas.
SENIOR LITIGATION ASSOCIATE                        January 1995 - September 1996

Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, Washington, D.C. 

Represented corporate clients and plaintiffs in general civil litigation practice, with emphasis in employment law and professional liability defense.  Appearances entered in federal court in the District of Columbia and the D.C. Commission on Human Rights, employers, handling all phases of civil trial practice.   Authored numerous pretrial motions, including motions for summary judgment in Title VII cases that resulted in the dismissal of the complaint against corporate clients.  Conducted several investigations into allegations of workplace harassment and discrimination, and negotiated settlements.

AIR FORCE TRIAL ATTORNEY
July 1992 - December 1994

United States Air Force General Litigation Division, Arlington, Virginia 

Represented the Air Force in litigation involving labor-management relations and employment discrimination in U.S. District Courts and Courts of Appeal throughout the country.  Experience includes extensive federal civil discovery, motion, trial and appellate practice, including one fully litigated jury trial under the Civil Rights Act of 1991, two bench trials, numerous motions for dismissal and summary judgment affirmed on appeal, and an undefeated trial record.

AIR FORCE MEDICAL LAW CONSULTANT

          May 1990 - June 1992


Air Force European Regional Medical Center, Wiesbaden, Germany      

Served as in-house counsel for the largest overseas Air Force hospital, operating 170 acute care beds, consultative and ancillary services.  Legal advisor for 63 medical facilities and legal offices throughout Western Europe providing quality 


assurance-risk management consultation.  Responsible for 30 medical malpractice cases


including investigation, medical and legal research, and development of medical expert 
testimony.  Drafted contracts and informed consent documents for medical research protocols.  Provided over 200 hours of education to professional medical staff on developments in medical law, malpractice, and risk management. 


AIR FORCE CIRCUIT TRIAL COUNSEL
                  May 1988 - April 1990

Travis Air Force Base, California      



Successfully prosecuted 59 felony jury trials and officer discharge boards as lead counsel in cases involving child molestation, rape, manslaughter, theft, illegal drug use and distribution, with one acquittal in two years.  Responsible for litigating the most difficult 
cases in a five state area, encompassing 18 Air Force bases in the Western United States and Hawaii.  Trained over 60 inexperienced trial counsel on the Military Rules of 

Evidence, trial tactics and courtroom decorum.  Published a comprehensive guide for the

successful prosecution of drug urinalysis cases.             

ASSISTANT STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE                     November 1985 - April 1988

Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada

Served as local prosecutor.  Represented the Air Force in over 30 criminal trials and military personnel administrative hearings.  Advised military commanders, subordinate supervisors, and the base populace on a broad range of military legal issues, including adverse personnel actions, torts, and civil affairs, and provided legal assistance to clients.
MILITARY RESERVE




          February 1995 – March 2006


STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE


LIEUTENANT COLONEL (Retired)

Served as an Assistant Staff Judge Advocate until her promotion to Staff Judge Advocate for the 175th Wing, where in September 2001, she managed the Legal Office and its staff of attorneys and paralegals, and advised commanders on multi-faceted state and federal legal issues relating to homeland defense.  Later served as Staff Judge Advocate for the Maryland Air National Guard Headquarters and as senior legal counsel to the Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant General for Air operations at the Maryland National Guard until her retirement, earning numerous military awards and decorations for her service.

EDUCATION

University of Michigan Law School, J.D., May 1985


Notre Dame, B.A. in Government & International Studies



Cum laude, June, 1982
BAR MEMBERSHIP


District of Columbia, 19


Illinois, 1985


U.S. Supreme Court, 1996


U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, 1996


U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland, 1996


U.S. Court of Veterans Appeals, 1996


U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, 1993


American Bar Association, 1986


National Bar Association, 1989


Judge Advocates Association, 1993 

PUBLICATION

"Toward A Drug Free Military," ABA Criminal Justice Magazine, Vol. 5, No. 4 

(Winter 1991)

SIGNIFICANT CAREER ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND AWARDS


Gold Award for Leadership, Transportation Security Administration, 2004

Sustained Superior Performance Award, U.S. Department of Justice, 1998, 1999, 2002

Quality Step Increase, U.S. Department of Justice, 2000, 2001

Special Commendation Award, U.S. Department of Justice, 1997


Air Force Meritorious Service Medal, 1990, 1992, 1995, 2002, 2006


Air Force Commendation Medal, 1988


Distinguished Graduate, Squadron Officer's School, 1987


Distinguished Graduate, Reserve Officer's Training Corps (ROTC), 1982

University of Notre Dame Award, 1982 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Top Secret/SCI clearance (March 2004) 
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