Notes from Interview with Justin Sharratt

September 7, 2010 – 11:43

Neal, Haytham

· Skimmed through notes prior to interview, but did not have a chance to review extensively.

I. November 19, 2005

a. IED Exploded

i. Stopped convoy and began providing security and preparing for a follow-on attack

ii. About 5 minutes after the explosion, they pushed vehicles back

b. Saw what he thought was a 3 man team heading down a hill toward House 1, so he grabbed his weapon and ran towards House 1

i. Went to the right of a house that was being built/under construction

ii. Met up with everyone at the back door of House 1

c. House 1

i. Someone threw a grenade in the room he was going to clear.

ii. After the explosion, he goes into the room and clears by fire

d. House 2

i. Mendoza fires at door and kills an insurgent (MAM in black)

ii. Everyone enters house, he only goes as far as the kitchen and then heads back out to provide security

e. After the other  Marines cleared House 2 they left to do security down the street

i. Use the 240G to break a lock off of the door of a one room house – cleared, nothing was there

ii. Cleared another house that was being built

f. Headed back to HMMWVs

i. Switched out his 240G with his SAW

ii. Sees an insurgent running, Wuterich takes him down – Sharratt’s SAW jams

g. OP

i. Saw an insurgent running out of House 1

1. With Salinas at this point

ii. 1stPlt and Salinas take insurgent out

II. House 2

a. Mendoza is at the kitchen/back door

i. No order from Wuterich to fire

ii. Mendoza was on point and fired – he didn’t know why he had fired until later

b. Didn’t go any further than the kitchen

i. Holding security

c. Salinas was outside with him, he tried to kick in a door

d. Doesn’t remember anyone staying outside with him the entire time, but he isn’t sure

e. Has no knowledge of who cleared which rooms in House 2

f. The Marines exited the house and they continued on

g. Remembers hearing gunfire etc.

i. That’s how he knew they were clearing the house

III. House 1

a. Entered through back door which was open

b. Heard a grenade explode, that’s how he knew where the other Marines were

c. Doesn’t remember seeing anyone run from House 1 to House 2

d. Cleared room in House 1 with 9mm

IV. Questions from Haytham

a. Had a 240G and 9mm with him while he was clearing Houses 1 and 2

b. On 19 November 2005, he felt that on his scale of risk assessment was a 10

i. After IED he heard SAF

ii. In training he was told to expect a quick ambush after an IED

c. Moving Alone

i. Risk he was willing to take

ii. He only saw 3 Marines pushing up the hill and he thought he would be able to catch up with them before they entered the house

iii. He didn’t stack up with them to enter House 1

iv. Joined the fight when he got to the house and began clearing rooms

v. Yelled “friendly entering” before entering the house

V. Questions from Neal

a. Went from being in the light to a dark house 

b. Hard to see from the smoke form the fragment grenades

c. First saw Tatum

i. Tatum showed him a fragment grenade

d. Grenade explodes and they enter the room and begin shooting

i. Sees a bed, hears movement

ii. Smokey and hard to see

1. As soon as the grenade goes “BOOM,” you enter

a. If the insurgents aren’t dead from the grenade they are still stunned from the noise

e. Tatum came in behind Sharratt to clear the room in House 1

f. Doesn’t know where SSgt Wuterich was

i. He saw Wuterich after he cleared the room

ii. Someone yelled “All clear,” then they left

g. Moved from House 1 to House 2 as a fireteam

h. Mendoza fired at House 2 so they had to clear the rest of the house

i. Tatum’s statement: “I was in one room and heard SSgt Wuterich firing so I came to his aide” (back bedroom House 2)

i. If I’m in one room and someone else fires, I’m not going to know exactly who fired

j. Kitchen

i. Marines went down the hall so I went outside to hold security

k. Mendoza

i. Fired at the door and went down the hall with everyone else

l. Heard “frag out” and M16 fire, not sure where everyone was in the house

m. The diagram that shows that Marines go back into House 1 or House 2 is inaccurate.

i. NCIS was confusing him

ii. Knows there was a point where he went back to the HMMWVs to switch out weapons

1. Not sure if it was after clearing the little hut or not

2. Knows it was before they saw the insurgent run because his SAW jammed

VI. Questions by Haytham

a. Can you attach responsibility to Wuterich?

i. No -  he never trained us to ignore ROEs or to just kill people

b. Receiving SAF from House 1

i. In Fallujah they would have just called for air support to drop a bomb, House 1 would have been considered hostile because of the SAF

ii. The house was hostile – if you have feel threatened and you are receiving  SAF the house is hostile

1. Taught this in several briefs

iii. ROEs change while he was in Fallujah

iv. Never remembers being told that he needed to PID before pulling the trigger

1. If that was the case there would be a lot more dead Marines and Soldiers

2. Couldn’t use frag grenade

3. Can’t always PID enemy

c. ROE House 2 

i. Not taking fire

ii. He didn’t shoot in the house

iii. Deciding if the house was hostile or not was an “on the fly decision” 

iv. Mendoza shooting 

1. Saw movement, MAM dressed in black

2. Marines then treated the house as hostile

v. Deadly force is acceptable when you feel a threat, there is no need to get permission from the higher ups

1. Can engage based on the actions from a squad member

2. Marine Corps is big on self initiative

a. Have to rely on assessment from other members in the squad

b. Trusts other members judgment

d. No crime committed on 19 November 2005

i. The Marines did what they were trained to do

ii. They took SAF

iii. Believe we are here because of politics and because of Murtha

VII. Questions from Neal

a. Armed with 9mm and 240G (762 rounds) while clearing Houses 1 and 2

b. Other guys has M16s, Salinas has M16 with 203

c. Grabbed a magazine from Lt Kallop 

i. Ran out of 9mm ammo after clearing H1

ii. Only had 1 mag of 9mm ammo

iii. Borrowed pistol from one of the corpsman and it came with one magazine

iv. Later in the deployment he was issued a 9mm

d. Tatum 

i. NCIS took advantage of him

1. Were able to manipulate him easier because of his personality

ii. Background

1. Didn’t talk much

2. Roommates when they were transferred to Camp Margarita

3. Good Guy

4. Great Friend

5. Played paintball together

6. Had no regrets about 19 November

7. Thinks he is back in Oklahoma

a. Spoke to him last winter, just called him to check in

b. He was going to school

iii. Believes he was manipulated by NCIS

e. Loyalty to your brothers is very important

f. Prentice

i. Conversation on 19 & 20 November never happened

ii. Never spoke to him about the white car or told him that he saw Wuterich shoot people at point blank range

1. Believes that he was trying to get out of the next deployment because he had just got married

iii. Never looked at photos with Prentice and told him “we killed them”

1. First time he saw the photos was in the Vanity Fair Article

g. After IED explosion, heard AK47 fire from the South

h. No knowledge of Salinas prepping House 1 with 203 grenades

i. On security facing West

i. White Car

i. Saw De La Cruz three feet away from the guys on the ground shooting

1. Not sure if they were alive or dead

ii. Heard M-16 fire and turned around

iii. De La Cruz could have been doing dead checks, but he isn’t sure

iv. Remembers De La Cruz holding weapon like a gangbanger and him standing over the guys on the ground shooting (0-3 feet)

v. Waved the white car off of the road – they weren’t stopping

1. Could have been making a video, VBIED, or just curious (not sure what they were doing)

vi. Didn’t see initial engagement of the white car

1. Remembers seeing both De La Cruz and Wuterich with muzzles lifted

j. De La Cruz

i. Douche Bag

ii. Tried to be too much of a Marine

iii. Thought he was a Bad Ass

iv. He cared more about making himself look good than about taking care of his Marines

v. One upper – always did something bigger and better

vi. Almost got into a fight with De La Cruz in Iraq

1. Lt Kallop walked in and stopped it before it escalated

2. Sharratt and Salinas searched a house after De La Cruz and his team and found an AK

a. Kidding around said it must have been Mendoza’s fault

i. De La Cruz was always blaming Mendoza for everything

b. De La Cruz shoved Sharratt with his weapon

i. Verbal confrontation about it – would have gotten physical if Lt Kallop would not have been there to stop it

vii. Lies all of the time

k. We did what we were trained to do that day

l. Remembers hearing “Bad Frag, Bad Frag” while Marines were clearing House 2

m. Black Tape on grenades

i. Safety measure

ii. Forgetting to take tape off – could happen with adrenaline pumping

1. Boot move

n. House 2

i. Marines exited the same door that they entered through

ii. Doesn’t remember seeing Salinas outside of House 2

o. Salinas

i. Acting squad leader that day

ii. Wuterich gave him the reigns

iii. SOP isn’t for the Squad Leader to drive

1. Wuterich drove a lot

iv. Salinas was an A-driver that day

1. Patrol Leader – Gave Patrol Brief that day

Note:

Looking for Photos of the Marines to see what gear each Marine carried

· Doesn’t think that Wuterich carried grenades at all
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