Marco Jimenez: 760-580-0684 Interview on 2011 04 11 at 1400.
NCIS gave him a big interview when he first went in. Kept in phone contact with him over the next year and then did talk to Maj Goode a few weeks ago. She let me know that they were getting some paperwork together for April 19-20.
I’m in San Diego.

I talked to Maj Goode 6 months ago.
When I gave my testimony to NCIS they called me in 2-3 hours of grilling.

I went down to Miramar because they said I had to go to a military base. 2 NCIS agents. Periard sounds right.
Where at Miramar? In their building, NCIS building over towards the back gate that you come in off of Miramar Way.

Environment: office building, some office they had me sit down in.

Tell him that he was a suspect? No, wouldn’t tell him too much. Kept going over what I remembered.

They did tell him he had to come in. He had been out for 2-3 years out of the Marine Corps. Wouldn’t speak about it over the cell phone, it had to be on a military base. I told them I don’t want to have anything to do with this.
They had talked to 6 other people besides me first. If he didn’t come in they had enough evidence to make me come in. I had to go in.

Periard said that. He was the main one I talked to, he’s the one who I met up with.

Figured what he meant by that? I had no idea, it was kind of weird. Being with Gen Mattis it could have been for a number of things and I had no idea at the time what it was for.

When did they tell you what this was about? They still didn’t actually tell me what it was for but I knew what mission it was about. You were in Ramadi, you were going from the camp we were leaving, going back, and then from there they told me to tell them my story. I think I was there 3 hours.
Why for so long? I wasn’t telling them what they needed to know. “You aren’t telling us what we need to know.” “I’m telling you this this this and this.” It got to the point where they were saying.. I had to be blown up 5 other times for an IED after that, 300 plus more combat missions after that, so I didn’t remember. They were telling me to remember things like it was yesterday.

My best friend died that day. What do you need me to say? 
We can’t tell you that. I finally figured it out, because I had actually not remembered the part they were leaving it out. I didn’t actually remember it until I was there.
They had talked to other people. It caught me off guard. After the firefight, you started working towards the C2 and Wike came out and gave me a cigarette, I don’t even remember that but that did happen.

I told him exactly what I saw, I didn’t see that much. Some Iraqis getting shot. Not even thirty minutes before that. It was just a big mess. I figured out what they wanted to hear. Finally they got that out of me. I left with the thing written down. I’m not going to write it out. And I’ll sign off. I’m not going to sit there and write down.

I don’t know it that well. They ended up I said it, I looked it over
Do you remember things they told you to jog your memory? We had a mech that made a buzzsaw with a chemlight and he was spinning it. They kept digging details out. The cigarette thing. Where were you standing in relation to this. When I looked at the paper they had taken testimony from 5-6 other guys, they had things pointed out on a map they had created.
When you looked at the map did it correspond with your memory? Yeah. The whole event that it was based around, Capt Card shot that dude. I saw that with my peripheral vision and it happened 5 years ago. I didn’t pay too much attention. That was the last thing on my mind that that happened.
Felt you were under attack? We were definitely under attack. Coming around the bend and the IED went off and hit the rear vehicle, I was the trail vehicle at the time, we broke up the rear of the convoy, came into the front, and as soon as we started cordoning things off, I was around Michigan they were coming out of the big gate, they were running, they were dropping in that open dirt area, in between a road and Michigan we were on. After the whole thing was over there was a pile of bodies, that was the same area when that dude was all moving around. I didn’t see that exact part of it. Gute saw it.
I am 100% that he was an insurgent. There was no way there was an Iraqi guy wounded who was just laying. Did that guy probably have a weapon, he probably did. There’s no logical reason for that guy otherwise to be there. That guy was laying there.
Could he have been posing a threat? I sure as hell thought he was a threat.

“I asked Maj Goode when she interviewed me, ‘Would you turn your back on someone that was wounded right there?’ I wouldn’t.”
What did he look like? Don’t know. Iraqi looks like an Iraqi. Average fighting age.
From my perspective there was no way I could see if the guy had a weapon. Grass was maybe knee height a little less. C2 was in between. If I got the cigarette from Wike and we were facing forward on Michigan, the field open area was on the right side, I was covered by the vehicle. They said I was towards the back or middle of the C2..
I could see the insurgent was there. He had to have a weapon there, there’s no other reason he would be there.

Did NCIS give you a copy of your statement? They would not give it to me. A LtCol came and talked to me I asked him if I could have it but he wouldn’t let me have it. There’s no way I’m going to remember everything I told them.

When I was being grilled I was being grilled. I had really bad PTSD. Do I really remember everything, no I don’t.
I asked if I could go. NCIS told me “the average PTSD person will have a patchy memory. You seem to remember everything up to it and everything after, but not it.”

I wanted to leave I didn’t want to be there.

Twist it to their purposes? They’re trying to pin that Capt Card shot an innocent guy. That’s what they kept asking me. The bottom line is the guy was there, the guy was wounded. He was with the insurgents. 

Why would that have all happened if he didn’t.

At first I didn’t remember it at all, and they kept pushing, and putting in little details when Wike gave me a cigarette, and Cotton was spinning the buzzsaw.

Everyone on the right side was shooting at the insurgents. Phillips was the main one. We had our own deal with a car coming in front of us, cordoning off the one. Phillips was shooting the 240. He flipped as soon as they started coming on heavy, he started laying cover fire down until they ran out of rounds. Once everything was settled my team left the front.
Maj Goode was asking basically about the same thing: did he have a weapon, did he shoot an innocent man. That’s what I got from all my questions. No, I don’t think so. Do I think he would have even gotten out of the Humvee to do that if there was a random innocent guy there? No.
I wasn’t standing there, I didn’t have an overhead view of it, I wasn’t paying attention to Capt Card the whole time this was going on.

He wasn’t freaking out, he wasn’t yelling, he just walked out, and pulled the pistol.
Acting out of rage? No. He was protecting the unit. We were waiting for the wrecker to come pick us up. Something I would have done.
Talk to folks about this later on? I was blown up another 4-5 times, there was a whole lot of stuff going on with me. Before this happened I could not even remember it up to then it wasn’t that big a deal. Just another mission that went completely wrong and we dealt with it as best we could.

After every mission, we got debriefed, we lost a lot of our original team, I was one of the 4-5 that was left. We had intense debriefing after every mission. We were all debriefed and nothing of that came up. Even all that we were up to the memorial we did -  nothing ever came up about that.
Was it a close unit would you have talked about that? Yes we were very close all of us. If something out of the norm was done we would have talked about it. Would have reported it.
Phillips snap at you that day? He was still laying there when it was all done, we were loading all the serialized stuff out of Bohlmann’s vehicle, he was facing away. I was a lance at the time and he was a corporal, “hey corporal it’s done” he told me to shut the fuck up or something like that. He kind of lost it.
Phillips. He had gold jump wings. He had to be in his mid-30s when I knew him. He was in Bosnia or something, he’d seen some stuff. He was really really quiet, he never talked about his other service with the Army. He wore silver jump wings because the Marine Corps didn’t recognize his other jump.
Maj Good and some Capt [Gordon] going to go meet him Wednesday at 1pm.
I don’t even remember. I was grilled for 3-4 hours about it. I don’t really get why I have to do this.

I’ll tell you one thing I do remember SA Periard saying to me: “You’re not diming out your commanding officer. We already have what we need.” I guess they felt I was covering. That really bothered me.
This whole thing really bothers me. I don’t want to be used by the prosecution.

