
Andrew Tipton.  661-831-2805
Currently live in Bakersfield CA.
Currently a full-time student.  Cal state Bakersfield, emphasis econ.

Friday was last day working on motorcycles.

Maj Card was the Co of the division jump.

Only know him from unit.

We started off w/ LT in charge, then Capt Card came over.

Not sure how I got assigned to div jump.

Jump’s mission to make sure Gen’s convoys were safe.
It was a good job.

You got out and drove around.  Nerve wracking to be on road.

On the day in question we went on a practice run to another camp.  We didn’t have the Gen with us.  As far as I knew it was just for practice and nothing else.

On the way back we took a different route that wasn’t main road.  I was driving the lead vehicle and hit an IED.  After that it is fuzzy for me.

We hit the IED, I pulled forward after explosion.

Rear vehicles saw people and engaged, I don’t remember.

We were getting stuff together.

When investigators came up, that is all I remember.  I remember walking and talking in front of C2.  That is where it gets hazy.  Investigators kept talking.  They jogged my memory I guess.  They started talking about if card had done anything or shot anyone.  It is still hard for me.  I don’t remember if I saw him shoot someone.  It is too hazy for me to say with 100% if I saw Card shoot the man.

They interviewed me at Bakersfield PD.  I think it was an actual interview room.  Interview was at least a couple hours.  I got off at 6, and it went for a couple of hours.

I remember my wife thinking it was taking a long time.  She knew where I had gone.  She didn’t know what it was about, just that I had appointment.  She was worried about how long.

They didn’t tell me anyone else’s statement.  They would keep walking me through what I remembered, then they might ask me a question that revealed more about it to see if I remembered.

They were asking about when walking toward vehicle do I remember Card saying anything?  No.  What about “this MF is never going to set any more IEDs”?  That jogged my memory and I do remember something like that.

I feel like if I actually saw something like him walking into field and shooting I would remember, but it was a busy day.

Then they would ask me if I remembered bringing body back.  Me and Sgt Gutierrez.  I do remember dragging body up.  

They asked me where he kept holster, gun.  I believe Card kept it in shoulder holster on left side.

Man was wearing traditional robe type dress whatever.  Lighter color.

I don’t remember where he was wounded.  I can tell you what I was reminded of.  I don’t feel that it is my own.

Man was maybe 10 or 15 yards off road, maybe not quite that far.

Doesn’t remember any small arms fire.

We didn’t find any weapons other than ours.  Don’t remember anyone talking about finding small arms.

I feel like I remember exactly what I did.  Don’t remember shooting.  I remember seeing engine panels pop out.  Flame.  Looked out parascope, saw smoke. Realized what happened.  When I thought it was engine I let go of throttle.  When I realized what happened I put on throttle and got out of kill zone.  Saw IPD directly in front of me.  After that I keyed up helmet but it was knocked off and didn’t work.  Radios and everything were dead.  I stood up and looked and saw LCpl dead.  Remember Sgt Tucker stood up and other Cpl stood up.  Then we started unloading vehicle.  We set up security.  There were some vehicles that were driving around.  We brought security back in.

The corpsman came up and was taking care of people. I remember talking to Doc Slaughter.  He was saying he was happy I was alright.  Thought I would be injured.  Remember getting vehicle together.  It was a little more relaxed.  We were waiting for QRF to show up.  That is when I walked back to C2 at back of convoy.  Then I remember QRF showing up.  I remember loading up the vehicle to get towed away.  I feel like that is all I remember.  I remember getting into C2 and some into other vehicles.

I do remember something with one of the other QRF people that was there.  like a conversation.  Don’t remember what it was at this moment.

Based on own memory doesn’t remember shooting.  Remembers language about setting off any more IEDs.  Wouldn’t have remembered without talking to investigators before hand.  I do remember dragging up a body.  I believe I was at the side of the vehicle.  They called me over and we went out.  I grabbed guy by ankle and dragged him up feet first toward the road.  

I don’t remember Card shoot the man.  I don’t remember hearing the gun shot.  While I can describe some of that, just because I know where holster is doesn’t mean anything.  I can’t tell anyone he did do it.

NCIS were nice guys.  Not bullys.  Persistent.  I remember telling them I couldn’t remember so they kept going over it.  They essentially just wanted answer that I remembered it.  They weren’t aggressive, just kept talking.  I told them I didn’t remember.  I told them it was strange for me b/c I remember so much detail, but not that incident, which makes me think I didn’t see it happen.  
