SUMMARY OF ACTION
1st Battalion, 1st Marines was involved in combat operations in conjunction with Operation IRAQI FREEDOM 05-07.1 in the nation of Iraq. After arriving on 23 January 2006 and joining Regimental Combat Team 5, I MEF Forward, the battalion conducted continuous counter-insurgency operations in Al Anbar Province, Iraq, in the vicinity of Al Fallujah. The battalion was involved in a number of combat-related missions in various locations east of the Al Fallujah area. Summaries of these are listed below.

Matrix H002:  12 March, 2006 members of Combat Train Team 2 of Headquarters and Services Company were traveling South/Southeast on Main Service Road (MSR) Mobile on a tactical re-supply mission. At grid MB 04326 83252 the convoy was assisting 1st Tank Battalion by conduct a cordon after an Improvised Explosive Device, (IED) was detonated. While maintaining the cordon, the convoy came under enemy indirect fire. The initial volley of four rounds impacted approximately one hundred meters north of the MSR. Shortly after the first impacts a second volley of two rounds were launched, impacting just forty meters to the side of the rear security vehicles. Shrapnel from these impacts hit a civilian truck incapacitating the vehicle. At the same time the convoy took immediate actions for indirect fire, Warrant Officer Rogers and Sergeant Bernard ran to the civilian vehicle to check for causalities. Shortly after insuring no one was hurt and the convoy had dispersed taking cover, EOD cleared the road for traffic to proceed. Because of their actions while under attack, the Marines identified from Headquarters and Services Company are being recommended for the Combat Action Ribbon.

Eligible Personnel:

Warrant Officer Rogers J. A.– WO Rogers as the convoy commander identified the location of incoming rounds and called higher informing them of the situation. He also oversaw the security posture of the convoy insuring the convoy was taking the appropriate immediate actions.

Staff Sergeant Milsap, Bahati K. - SSgt Milsap set the cordon, established the security posture and informed higher of the situation.
Staff Sergeant Villaprez, Marco A.– SSgt Villaprez set the cordon to the south.
Sergeant Sanchez, Cesar O.– Sgt Sanchez was the vehicle commander of the second vehicle. Sgt Sanchez directed his vehicle to a more secured and dispersed position.
Sergeant Windler, Chad R.– Sgt Windler was the vehicle commander of the seventh vehicle. Sgt Windler directed his vehicle to a more secured and dispersed position.

Sergeant Dinsmore, Daniel R.– Sgt Dinsmore was the radio operator of the lead vehicle. Sgt Dinsmore informed higher of the convoys position and kept them informed of all information.

Sergeant Brito,  Jose L..– Sgt Brito was the vehicle commander of the trail vehicle. Sgt Brito directed his vehicle to a more secured and dispersed position.

Corporal Reeves, Russell A.– Cpl Reeves was the Gunner in the lead vehicle. Cpl Reeves covered the front security using his crew serve weapon.

Corporal Varnado, Jarod C.– Cpl Varnado was the driver of the second vehicle and took the appropriate immediate actions when rounds came in by moving his vehicle to a more dispersed position.

Corporal Beacham C.– Cpl Beacham was the Gunner in the second vehicle. Cpl Beacham covered the front security using his crew serve weapon.

Corporal Pugh, Jeffery S.– Cpl Pugh was the driver of the seventh vehicle and took the appropriate immediate actions when rounds came in by moving his vehicle to a more dispersed position.

Corporal Rus, Bogdan– Cpl Rus was the Gunner in the seventh vehicle. Cpl Rus covered the rear security using his crew serve weapon.

Lance Corporal Szuma, Duane M. - LCpl Szuma was the driver of the lead vehicle and took the appropriate immediate actions when rounds came in by moving his vehicle to a dispersed position.
Lance Corporal Mack, Jonathan W. - LCpl Mack was the driver of the third vehicle and took the appropriate immediate actions when rounds came in by moving his vehicle to a more dispersed position
Lance Corporal Ayala, Reyes M. - LCpl Ayala was the driver of the fourth vehicle and took the appropriate immediate actions when rounds came in by moving his vehicle to a more dispersed position

Lance Corporal McFarland, Jacob A. - LCpl McFarland was the driver of the fifth vehicle and took the appropriate immediate actions when rounds came in by moving his vehicle to a more dispersed position

Lance Phipps, Gregory T. - LCpl Phipps was the ECM operator in the fifth vehicle and took the appropriate immediate actions when rounds came in by monitoring the warlock system. 

As per SECNAVINST 1650.1G, Chapter 2, Section 3, 230.14.b(2), these individuals “have participated in a bona fide ground or surface combat fire-fight or action during which they were under enemy fire and their performance while under fire was satisfactory.” 
