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Statement Regarding Malek Jandali and the ADC Convention
Washington, DC | www.adc.org | June 9, 2011 -- There has been an attemptio deflect from the focus of the
ADC National Convention byvarious media, with accusations lewsled against ADC as being against pro-
demacracy speech. Renowned pianist Mr. Malek Jandali was invited 1o perform at the ADC Gala Banquet
for his inspiring compositions. Acelebrated artist, Mr. Jandali performed at ADC {ast year. The notion that
ADC, the largasigrassrools Arab American arganization, which has consistentty and painstakingly fought
for the clMl rights and liberties of Arab Americans throughout its history of thirfy-one years, would disinwie
an artist for promoting democracyls absurd. Me. Jandall's parlicipation at the banquet was intended to be
in his professional capacily as a musleal performer.

As for the expression of personal political views, ADC provides ample opportunity for discussion and
debate throughout the convention. This year's convention includes panel discusslons on U.S. foreign
policy, the poputar uprisings In the Middle East and North Africa, Arab American ldentlity, and other areas. In
these events, where experts and scholars engage In candld discussion, audience members are
encouraged to participate. We hope that Mr, Jandali will Join in the exchange and articulate his personal
views atthese evants.

ADC's grassroots membership-base represents a diverse spectrum of Arab Americans, who varyln their
national origin, religion, social taditions, and poliical iews. ADC's power 1o fight for the rights of Arab
Americans stems from its identity as one organization for ALL Arab Americans, a unifying force that speaks
with one wice in the Interests of our communiiyas a whole. To truly succeed In combating the many
common challenges Arab Americans face in the United States, itis \ital that this be the guiding focus of
ADC's mission,

Itis for this reason that ADC seeks to bring Arab Americans together, based on a shared ldentityand
experience, and avolds fomenting the divisiveness thatinevitably emerges in tho Arab American ‘
communitywhere domestic Arab polilics are concerned. Unfortunately, in keeping with Its goal to unify Arab ‘
Americans, ADC's resolution not to promote anyparticular side of a dispute is misunderstood as a fallure

{o uphold the underiying principles upon which ADC is based. ADC unegulvocaliy supports ¢ivil rights and
liverties for all people and condemns anyaction that undermines the freedom or dignity of any human

being.
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ADG to Open Fonlght's Gala with "Watani Ana”

Washlinglon, DC jwww.adc.org | June 11, 2011 — ADC announced todaythat it will open ifs annual Gala
with the playing of the song "Walani Ana® by Syrian composer and planlst Mr. Malek Jandali.

We regret the series of evenls that led to the cancellation of Mr. Jandali's performance.

We hope that by playing the song, with its powerful message of freedom, that we will address tha valid
concemns of manyin the Arab-American community. Itis In this spiritwe hope to move farward and continua
1o bulld our grassrools network, as we work to empower Arab Amaricans.

ADC's missfon as a civil rights organization will be advanced bybeing a broad umbrella thal represents
the whole community. We encourage the participation of all Arab Americans as avital way of continuing to
huitd, and improve our abilityto defend our rights. it is regrettable that this issuse has been emphasized by
some to detractirom the importantwork that ADC does and from its message conveyed atits annual
canvention. ADC has gained ls Arab-American commaunity's trust by being active and fair and has worked
diligently fo protect their rights.
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