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- “anti-discrimination" is sllencing a song about freedom. UPDATE: ADC BrassBand5
just changed it mind! and my follow up letter to ADC’s president

1 am not surprised that ADC, the self described "largest Arab American civil rights organization™ is
acting In a manner contrary to the aspirations of its members. In an article in Politico, ADC, the
American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, decided abruptly to disinvite a Syrian artist, Maiek
Jandali, who was set to perfarm a pro democracy song at its annual conventlon taking place this
weekend in Washington, DC. One song in particular , tilted "Watani Ana", My Homeland, never talks
politics and never utters the word Syria or Arab. Yet the singer refused ADC's request not to sing it
prompting their decision to bar him from participating in the convention. Malek posted on his
Facebook page the following:

"It is with deep sadness that I announce that I will no longer be performing at the annual ADC

Convention this weekend in Washington, DC, This is the result of their unfortunate decision to

prohibit me from perforrming "Watani Ana: 1 am rmy Homeland". T look forward to sharing my music 101
five with my wonderful fans soon. Thanks to all of you who have supported me in this and all my

muslcal ventures.”
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In a shameful press refease Issued following the Politico article, ADC danced around the hollow Users We Love

argument that their "resolution not to promote any particular side of a dispute is misunderstood". L NJ.com user vancewilson
And that they do not wish to engage in 'domestic’ issues affecting the Arab word." I wonder who Posts productive comments on a
wrote the statement for it reminds me of the liar who actually belleves his lies. By so doing, ADC variety of topics

has imeversibly disconnected itself fromthe Arab Spring sweeping the Arab World. 1t has in effect More Users We Love

sided with the enemy of the people, with those despaots who have robbed our land of its wealth
and the people of their dignity and honor.

Connect with NJ.com

What's this?
ADC has shown its true colors. While some will argue the charges of consplracy are too harsh, it is
undoubtedly clear that ADC has not fully comprehended the implications of its actions.
Unable to gain 'grassroots’ acceptance and funding, ADC has over the last several years turned its All Facebask & Tvitter accaunts »

hands to Arab billionaire and dictators. It started with the several million ADC got in retum for
honoring the flamboyant playboy Prince Al-Waleed Bin Talal founder and CEQ of kingdom Holding
Properties. Astoundingly, this year's convention was underwritten by Saudl Arabla, Qatar, Bahrain
and the UAE- regimes that have shun any democratic moves.

Understandably, not taking sides with Arab issues was another excuse ADC in 1991 when its
leadership refused to oppose the Iraqi invaslon of Kuwalt and the subsequent US ted war to liberate
Kuwalt. That decision all but dried up critical financial support from the Guif States.

blog.nj.com/dr_aref_assaf/.../the_arah_american_disgrace_commission.him! 1/4
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ADC has become the sick man of the Arab American community due fargely to the rise of other
ethnic and religlous organizations, 1t began with the spiit led by James Zogby who In 1985 founded
the American Arab Institute. AAl has by and large done a commendable job at gauging the Arab
street and conveying its message, The derailment of ADC, however, would continue unabated In
the 1990's when CAIR, the Council on American Islamic Relatfons came into being folloed by several
other country-specific groups such as the Muslim Pubile Affairs Council, The American Task Force
on Palestine and the American Task Force an Lebanon. Even with the unprecedented post 9/11
onsfaught on American Arabs and Muslims civil and religlous rights, ADC was slowly fosing its
monopoly on being the spokesman for and the defender of the besieged community,

The Arab American "Disgrace” Committes } NJ.com

1 have served under ADC's banner for many years and have devoted precious hours to promote its
core mission: Lo serve the interests of the American Arab community. It was not a perfect
relationship but here In New Jersey we were able to accomplish unprecedented and unrepeated
strides in fulfilling its declared mission, It, however, would have to await another occasion to
uncover my personal encounters,

The declsion to remove a pro democracy performer from thelr convention's program was a great
miscalculation. While speculations abound about the special relationship between the Syrian regime
and ADC' Chairman, Dr. Rifka, what matters most is that the decision was taken in the name of the
national organization, Unless immediately reversed, it shall remain a sham on ADC's long and proud
history of serving the interests of the community. ADC will forever be associated with the enemy of
people in the Middle East, ADC cannot have it both ways, Either you are with the people’s calls for
freedom or you are with the dictators, the oppressors, the enemies of our people.

I call upon all members to make their positions knows by contacting ADC natlonal office at; 1732
Wisconsin Ave, NW Washington, D.C. 20007, Phone: (202) 244-2990, Fax: (202) 333-3980,
adc@adc.org . Please send your comments to ADC president, Sara Najjar Wilson at
president@adc.org

I further call upon those membhers who were planning to attend this weekend's convention to
cancel thelr attendance. And this call applies specially to the speakers who have accepted to

participate in the convention.

Finally, I think it is appropriate that ADC Board Chainman, Dr. Safa Rifka must step down. The
salvation of ADC may then begin.

Here is the link to the song in question: http://youtu.be/fiqgR?H6YumE

Related topics: ADC, American, Arab, malek jandali, Muslim, rifka, Syrian
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An Interesting development. Did not expect Arab American organizations to be first funded by
foreign entities and secondly agreeing with the pofices of undemocratic leaders. ADC should
apologize, reinvte the singer and move on. The song is really harmiess.
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The Arab Amerlcan Anti-discrimination Committee {ADC} is an organization crealed to safeguard the civit and

human rights of Arab-Americans. This weekend is their yearly convantion. Malek Jandali, the noted

composer and planist of Homst orlgin was to perform al the convention. He was te perform kis new song
Walani Ana {my homeland is me), a universat call for freedom and dignity. Althcugh Syria is not explicitly
mentioned in the lyrics, given his background, it is clear what Watan he is referring to; and yet the lyrics are
gentle and ren-confrontational, The ADC asked him o cheose another place lo perfarm at the convention.

Ha refused and wiien the ADC wauld not give in, ha walked avay.

The ADC's explanation for its actien just does not hold any walter. Thay are an organizatian that strongly

praomotes the human and civil rights of Arab Americans, They cannot claim to be apelitical and feign

neuteatity when it comas to human rights abuses in the Middle East because they {ake a clear stance in on

the Palestinfan-lsraeli conflicl. What they did with JandaliIs hypocritical and oulrageous.

thave bean a card carying ADC mamber for several years now but will reconsider my membership if the ADC

does not change course, Thaey can sither limit helr mission to clvit rights Issues in the US, or be an
independent voice for human rights for all Arabs. To achieve the latter, they will have to assert thelr
Independence from Arab regimas,

As for Malek Jandali, | salute him as 2 man of principle and a Syrian patriot. In his genlie, ¢ivii vay, he
continuas ta advocate for the Syrian pecple at every chance that he gsts.

Posled by Abu Kaream at 8:52 AM B3}

2 comments:

Ananymous said...

[ didn see any clear apofogy 1o Malek Jandsti nar to the American-Arab communityl Also, whera is tha
public imvitation to imdle Malek Jandali to pedomm his freedom song’ Watani Ana?

350 PM

3 Abu Kareem sald...

Apparenily, ADC jusi reversed its decision and Malek Jandali will open the ADC eomention with Ana
Watanl! Wise mow. hitp:fievan.polifico.comiblogsibensmithi0811/ADC_reverses_decision.htenl

5:00 PM
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ADC roverses decision - Ben Smith - POLITICO.com

POLITICO | Ben Smith | ADC reverses decision

June 11, 2011
Categories: Blogs

ADC reverses decision

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee has reversed
(http:llwww.politico.com/blogs/bensmith/0611/ADC_confirms_blocking_free
an earlier decision to disinvite a Syrian-American composer from singing
a pro-democracy song and will open its gala with his song.

An ADC staffer told POLITICO that musician Malek Jandali was now
invited and that the organization had apologized to him.

Jandali had first been asked to change his choice of song that he was
due to play at the ADC's annual gala, and then was dropped as a
musician.

"We regret the series of events that led to the cancellation of Mr.
Jandali's performance," said the ADC in a statement. "We hope that by
playing the song, with its powerful message of freedom, that we will
address the valid concerns of many in the Arab-American community. It
is in this spirit we hope to move forward and continue to build our
grassroots network, as we work to empower Arab Americans."

"Playing the video is not going to make people who didn't come to this
event turn around," said comedian Dean Obeidallah at a panel on social
media, when the news was announced. "lt's going to take more than
that."

Full statement after the jump.

ADC announced today that it will open its annual Gala with the playing of
the song "Watani Ana" by Syrian composer and pianist Mr. Malek

wwaw.politico.comiblogsfbensmith/0811/ADC_reverses_decision.htm|
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ADC reverses decision - Ben Smith - POLITICO.com
Jandali,

We regret the series of events that led to the cancellation of Mr. Jandali's
performance.

We haope that by playing the song, with its powerful message of
freedom, that we will address the valid concerns of many in the Arab-
American community. It is in this spirit we hope to move forward and
continue to build our grassroots network, as we work to empower Arab
Americans.

ADC's mission as a civil rights organization will be advanced by being a
broad umbrella that represents the whole community. We encourage
the participation of all Arab Americans as a vital way of continuing to
build, and improve our ability to defend our rights. It is regrettable that
this issue has been emphasized by some to detract from the important
work that ADC does and from its message conveyed at its annual
convention. ADC has gained its Arab-American community's trust by
being active and fair and has worked diligently to protect their rights.

[ Lke]q4s]
Posted by Byron Tau 12:11 PM

Tags: American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee

www, politico.com/blogs/bensmith/081 1/ADC_reverses_decision.htmi
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PRESS RELEASE - BREAKING NEWS - MALEK JANDALI

MAKES ADC DEFENDANT IN US FEDERAL COURT
by Arab Americans for Democracy in Syrie on Wednesday, August 17, 2011 at 11:31am

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MALEK JANDALT SUES ADC OVER COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT

WASHINGTON, D.C. — August 17, 2011 - A federal copyright infringement lawsuit was filed today on
behalf of award-winning composer and planist Malek Jandall. The suit, filed In the IS, District Court of
Washington, D.C., alleges that the American Arab Anti Discrimination Cemmittee (ADC) illegally played
an audio recording of Jandali’s performance of "Watanl Ana” at its national convention on June 11,
2011,

The lawsuit claims the recording was played without Jandali's authorization or consent, and after tha
ADC revoked his Invitation to perform at the event.

"We are confident that we have 2 solld copyright infringement case,” sald Stuart P, Ross, a partner
with Treutman Sanders {LP, the law firm representing Jandati,

In Aprit 2011, Jandali compased the music and the yrics for "Watanl Ana,” which anslates 1o T am
my homaland” in Arabic, He produced and released the song as a universal call for freedom, dignity
and human rights. The ADC then Invited Jandali to perform at the June event.

But as Politico magazine previously repartad, "The ADC, a Washington divil rights group, repeatedly
asked Malek Jandall to reconstder his plece cholce . . \When he refused, Jandali was told that he
couldn't perform at this weekend's event. Observers immediately spacylated that the organization
wanted to aveid offending the embatled Syrian regime, drawing a cherus of eribicism.”

Jandali sald that after ADC revoked his invitation, it was profoundly disturbing to me that they still
played ‘Watani Ana’ without my permission,”

“Desgite this, I then offered an ofive branch to resolve the matter amicably by requesting an apology
and a denabion to the Sodeties of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent,” Jandali sald. ™I did not ask for
one peany for myself, ADC swiftly refused to Issue an apology and Instead offered me $46.80 to go
away. This Is very offensive to me as an American citizen and an artist with rights,”

Jandali stressed that he is not against the “noble misslon” of ADC, “but I cannot accept a vialation of
my rights, espedaliy by an anti-discrimination aroup and when certain board members hijack an entire
organlzation to suit their spedial Interest”

The ADC has a long history of daimed advocacy for Civil Rights both in the US and for Palestinains
abroad. Butthe ADC has not made any advecacy efforts for the civil rights of Syrian Americans in the
US or abroad. The consplcuos silence of the ADC on the torture, illegal detention and Intimidation
tactics used against Syrian Americans has called in to question the ADC's daim of advacacy of civil
rights,

Director of Arab Americans for Pemocracy In Syria, Hamdi Rifal, said "The conduct of the ADC reflect
its Inappropriate relationshlp with the Syrlan regime and it's Ambassadar to the US Imad Moustapha.®
Mr. Rifal continued on to say “Board member Safa Rifka can be seen on the Ambassador's own web
blog in plctures showing thelr close refationship and twa other Board Members, Assad Jebara and Jay

Salkinl recently traveled to Syria and met privately with President Bashar Assad,”

Mr. Rifal has also noted that “the Ambassador's relationship with the ADC Is most troubling because
the ADC has been used as a tool to further supress the free speech rights of Syrlan Americans and
create an atmosphere of fear and intimidation among Syrian Americans.™

Subsequently, Malek Jandali's parents In Syrla were assaulted, handcuffed and left for dead by the
Syrian regime. Mr. RIfal explainad that "Although it is suspected that the information of Mr. Jandali‘s
support for the Syrian demand for freedom came from the Ambassador/embassies surviellance
activities o as a result of information from the meeting with the ADC board members there is currently
limited information avatlable to demoenstrate the link® but "the long arm of the Asssad regime Is a
concern for many Syrian Amerlcans.”

The Ambassader and his staff have been summoned to the White House for thelr conduct and are
travel restricted to a 25 mile radius of the embassy. An FBI investigation Is currently pending.
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ADC to Open Tonight's Gala with
"Watani Ana"

Washington, DC | www.adc.org | June 11, 2011 — ADC
announced today that it will open its annual Gala with the
playing of the song "Watani Ana" by Syrian composer and
pianist Mr. Malek Jandali.

Wae regret the series of events that led to the cancellation of
Mr. Jandali's performance.

We hope that by playing the song, with its powerful message
of freedom, that we will address the valid concerns of many
in the Arab-American community. It is in this spirit we hope to
move forward and continue to build our grassroots network,
as we work fo empower Arab Americans.

Listen tointernet radiowith rayhanania on
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ADC’s mission as a civil rights organization will be advanced

by being a broad umbrella that represents the whole

community. We encourage the participation of all Arab HANANIA VIDEQ COMMENTARIES

Americans as a vital way of continuing to build, and improve

our ability to defend our rights. It is regrettable that this issue

has been emphasized by some fo detract from the important

work that ADC does and from its message conveyed at its
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community's trust by being active and fair and has worked pollution

diligently to protect their rights.
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