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Editorial Reviews

Review
Praise for Joe Schreiber’s Star Wars: Death Troopers
 
“This is the Star Wars of every horror fan’s dreams—gory, funny, and brimming with a blood-spattered cast of swashbucklers and
space-zombies.”—Seth Grahame-Smith, author of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies
 
“Brilliant . . . This book combines two of my favorite things on earth: the Star Wars universe and the undead.”—Tommy Wirkola,
director of Dead Snow

Product Description
The era of the Old Republic is a dark and dangerous time, as Jedi Knights valiantly battle the Sith Lords and their ruthless armies.
But the Sith have disturbing plans—and none more so than the fulfillment of Darth Scabrous’s fanatical dream, which is about to
become nightmarish reality.

Unlike those other Jedi sidelined to the Agricultural Corps—young Jedi whose abilities have not proved up to snuff—Hestizo Trace
possesses one extraordinary Force talent: a gift with plants. Suddenly her quiet existence among greenhouse and garden specimens
is violently destroyed by the arrival of an emissary from Darth Scabrous. For the rare black orchid that she has nurtured and bonded
with is the final ingredient in an ancient Sith formula that promises to grant Darth Scabrous his greatest desire.

But at the heart of the formula is a never-before-seen virus that’s worse than fatal—it doesn’t just kill, it transforms. Now the
rotting, ravenous dead are rising, driven by a bloodthirsty hunger for all things living—and commanded by a Sith Master with an
insatiable lust for power and the ultimate prize: immortality . . . no matter the cost.

See all Editorial Reviews

Product Details
Hardcover: 272 pages

Publisher: LucasBooks (December 28, 2010)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0345511174

ISBN-13: 978-0345511171
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 Sith zombies!, December 22, 2010

This review is from: Star Wars: Red Harvest (Hardcover)

Customer review from the Amazon Vine™ Program (What's this?)

Okay, okay, I hate revealing ANYTHING about the story you are about
to read, but if you are buying this book and can't tell by the cover that
there will be zombies (and Sith), well then I am sorry to spoil the
surprise, but it should be rather obvious. 

So, a Star Wars zombie book with our favorite bad guys. But is it any
good? Yeah. It is a fun ride, and while I would be tempted to give it 4
stars, there are certain aspects to the Star Wars universe that are
introduced that struck me as new and different. Some books are fun to
read (like the first Thrawn) because they completely change everything
you thought was cool about Star Wars. Other books are worth reading
because the story is solid--but the real beauty is the implications the
story leaves behind; the questions it raises. IMHO this book falls in the
second category. 

The plant life in this story is food for thought when you extrapolate that
into the overarching SW universe and the Jedi order. Much room for
growth, here there is! I like the main Jedi character. I think you will like
her as well. She opens up the world of the Jedi past the hack and slash
we see in the movies. It shows a much deeper understanding of the
Force--something that would be interesting to see explored more deeply
in future novels. I think that's what I really liked most about this book.
It is less "Luke Skywalker/Han Solo Star Wars," and more "a day in the
life of the supporting cast." It adds to the scope of the world of Star
Wars but it feels like a behind the scenes story that shows us how
things can go wrong in the very places that create heroes and villains,
not just on Death Stars and in capitals like Coruscant. 

Is it safe for kids? Hmmm... I would put the minimum reading age at
14-15, keeping in mind that it's almost impossible to reach that age
without seeing at least one zombie movie or playing a zombie video
game, or some other shooter game with gore and blood. While there are
moments of descriptive mayhem, it was pretty tame considering this is
supposed to be a horror novel. I enjoyed the story, I was deeply afraid
my favorite characters would die (you will have to read the book to see
if they did), and the villains were villainous to say the least, but it is not
a book that will give you nightmares or send you into therapy. It is
about as scary as a Victorian horror novel. Like I said--I liked it, but it
wasn't Stephen King scary. 

If you must know the basic details of the, keep reading; but if not, just
now that it is a very dark story with lots of unpleasant surprises and
some very "not nice people." I feel as if we are being set up for a larger
story, as if this is the beginning of a new area of problems for both the
Republic and the Empire. Just for that reason alone it is worth reading. 

Okay--so some of the basics of the story without revealing the plot. The
story takes place for the most part at an outlying Sith academy where
young men and women are trained in the ways of the Force; the dark
side of course. In a school like this there is no room for weakness. You
fail, you die. It is a much purer way of understanding nature than we
see in the mamsy-pamsy Jedi academies where we get to play with
flowers and bunnies. The teachers are a bit less forgiving and a bit more
exacting in their instruction methods. It would have been nice to see
more of this though, as it takes something of a backseat to the real
action. The beauty of the Sith students is that the biggest do well but
not necessarily as well as the smaller, more determined ones. This
educational facility is really all about who can survive by any means at
their disposal, not just who is "stronger in the Force." This is good soil

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Read more
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for future Sith stories. 

Fortunately for us though a lot of that goes out the window with the
zombies show up. Zombies present a problem unseen before in the SW
universe: You can shoot them with a blaster, you can chop them with
your lightsaber. Um...okay, then what? And what would happen if a
Jedi, or worse, a Sith were infected with zombie powers? Well, I guess
you would have to read the book to find out. 

Please note: As of this time I have not yet read Death Troopers. That
will be next on the list, even though it seems to go backwards in time.
Nonetheless, this novel stands well on its own and definitely sets us up
for a future story where we will DEFINITELY see gruesome carnage. 

In any case, thanks for reading. I hope you enjoy it.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful:

 While the story was decent--it just felt out of place in
the Star Wars Universe, December 17, 2010

This review is from: Star Wars: Red Harvest (Hardcover)

Customer review from the Amazon Vine™ Program (What's this?)

Okay, I'm a bit torn with this one. I am a HUGE Star Wars fan...I enjoy
the occasional horror novel as well--however, merging these two genre's
and what do you get? Mixed feelings...and I'm apparently not alone. 

My initial reaction was one of curious optimism. I learned long ago that
making snap decisions based on little information only serves to make
you a fool in the long term, so when I first read the description of 'Red
Harvest' I thought, 'Hey, why not?' and just looked forward to receiving
it in the mail. As for the storyline, it was reasonably well written,
definitely not the best Star Wars story available (for that you'll want to
check out Timothy Zahn), but I wouldn't say its the worst, either (Kevin
J. Anderson, while a good author has written IMO, some of the absolute
worst Star Wars prose ever printed). So, where exactly DOES 'Red
Harvest' rank? GOOD question. Even after finishing it, I have to say that
I simply do not know the answer (how's THAT for being vague, huh?). 

I'm not trying to evade anything here, I'm just trying to figure out just
how to adequately describe the book and do it justice. In all honesty,
placing a horror story inside a story that normally would see characters
such as Luke, Han and Yoda certainly seems like it COULD work--and for
some I have no doubt it does--but for me, it really just seemed like
drinking the last half of a can of pop 3 DAYS after it had been
opened...it just fell sorta flat. 

Again, story-wise, it was well done, and in another setting with some
tweaking here and there, I believe 'Red Harvest' could've been
something quite a bit more. Now, with that being said, had I known
some of this before I started this particular journey, I seriously think this
would have ended up with a solid 4 to 4 1/2 stars. However, I won't
give it more than 3 because I wasn't given that warning, and as I
mentioned earlier, just found myself kind of wishing the story would
end. 

Hope this helps...
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Read more
Published 11 days ago by Shawn Kovacich

 Worst... EU Novel... Ever...
Imagine if George Lucas (or rather, the
editorial board Lucas hires/oversees to
protect his IP whilst mining the EU for as
much as can be squeezed out)... Read more
Published 12 days ago by N. S. Michael

 An Entertaining Use of Star
Wars Themes In A Horror Setting
I've long thought that it is helpful if a
reviewer shares their background (for
example, if the reviewer has read other
works from the author of the book they are
reviewing) in... Read more
Published 12 days ago by Michael Lima

 Star Wars Horror
Story...Really?
NOTE: I am more than 3/4 done with the
book. So this review will be adjusted when I
complete it. But as of now: 

I was excited to take a trip back into the
Star... Read more
Published 13 days ago by TRFB

 Intergalactic Fun
Having no strong particular expectations
going into this book, I found it to be a fun
read. Though it may seem a bit more hokey
than most Star Wars books, it certainly adds
a new... Read more
Published 16 days ago by JMack

Search Customer Reviews

 Only search this product's reviews

› See all 21 customer reviews...

http://www.amazon.com/gp/voting/cast/Reviews/2115/R1G57NS203QU7V/Helpful/1/ref=cm_cr_dpvoteyn?ie=UTF8&token=47BDC56E663C12F89E52335FFD0999E609A7D432&target=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbWF6b24uY29tL2dwL3Byb2R1Y3QvMDM0NTUxMTE3NC9yZWY9Y21fY3JfZHB2b3RlcmRyP2llPVVURjgmcWlkPTEyOTM1MDQ4ODgmc3I9OC0yJmlzU1JBZG1pbj0&voteAnchorName=R1G57NS203QU7V.2115.Helpful.Reviews&voteSessionID=190-4892728-3884103
http://www.amazon.com/gp/voting/cast/Reviews/2115/R1G57NS203QU7V/Helpful/-1/ref=cm_cr_dpvoteyn?ie=UTF8&token=3D4342082CF938B48FBA5C0DE93F3351C9CA4170&target=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbWF6b24uY29tL2dwL3Byb2R1Y3QvMDM0NTUxMTE3NC9yZWY9Y21fY3JfZHB2b3RlcmRyP2llPVVURjgmcWlkPTEyOTM1MDQ4ODgmc3I9OC0yJmlzU1JBZG1pbj0&voteAnchorName=R1G57NS203QU7V.2115.Helpful.Reviews&voteSessionID=190-4892728-3884103
http://www.amazon.com/gp/voting/cast/Reviews/2115/R1G57NS203QU7V/Inappropriate/1/ref=cm_cr_dpvoteyn?ie=UTF8&token=58711044811857BC1E388448C7ECF4D5C4ABB6F1&target=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbWF6b24uY29tL2dwL3Byb2R1Y3QvMDM0NTUxMTE3NC9yZWY9Y21fY3JfZHB2b3RlcmRyP2llPVVURjgmcWlkPTEyOTM1MDQ4ODgmc3I9OC0yJmlzU1JBZG1pbj0&voteAnchorName=R1G57NS203QU7V.2115.Inappropriate.Reviews&voteSessionID=190-4892728-3884103
http://www.amazon.com/review/R1G57NS203QU7V/ref=cm_cr_dp_perm?ie=UTF8&ASIN=0345511174&nodeID=283155&tag=&linkCode=
http://www.amazon.com/review/R1G57NS203QU7V/ref=cm_cr_dp_cmt?ie=UTF8&ASIN=0345511174&nodeID=283155&tag=&linkCode=#wasThisHelpful
http://www.amazon.com/review/R1G57NS203QU7V/ref=cm_cr_dp_cmt?ie=UTF8&ASIN=0345511174&nodeID=283155&tag=&linkCode=#wasThisHelpful
http://www.amazon.com/gp/pdp/profile/A1GPGBHBI6T2HJ/ref=cm_cr_dp_pdp
http://www.amazon.com/gp/cdp/member-reviews/A1GPGBHBI6T2HJ/ref=cm_cr_dp_auth_rev?ie=UTF8&sort_by=MostRecentReview
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=cm_rn_bdg_help?ie=UTF8&nodeId=14279681&pop-up=1#VN
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=cm_rn_bdg_help?ie=UTF8&nodeId=14279681&pop-up=1#TR
http://www.amazon.com/gp/voting/cast/Reviews/2115/R1CID9H6L2O1NA/Helpful/1/ref=cm_cr_dpvoteyn?ie=UTF8&token=F9ACB6589D9D98485E7F274C7AA57D5E99D185AD&target=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbWF6b24uY29tL2dwL3Byb2R1Y3QvMDM0NTUxMTE3NC9yZWY9Y21fY3JfZHB2b3RlcmRyP2llPVVURjgmcWlkPTEyOTM1MDQ4ODgmc3I9OC0yJmlzU1JBZG1pbj0&voteAnchorName=R1CID9H6L2O1NA.2115.Helpful.Reviews&voteSessionID=190-4892728-3884103
http://www.amazon.com/gp/voting/cast/Reviews/2115/R1CID9H6L2O1NA/Helpful/-1/ref=cm_cr_dpvoteyn?ie=UTF8&token=42F2A4DB1FCCA127300D71A5B5BECAC9081838AD&target=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbWF6b24uY29tL2dwL3Byb2R1Y3QvMDM0NTUxMTE3NC9yZWY9Y21fY3JfZHB2b3RlcmRyP2llPVVURjgmcWlkPTEyOTM1MDQ4ODgmc3I9OC0yJmlzU1JBZG1pbj0&voteAnchorName=R1CID9H6L2O1NA.2115.Helpful.Reviews&voteSessionID=190-4892728-3884103
http://www.amazon.com/gp/voting/cast/Reviews/2115/R1CID9H6L2O1NA/Inappropriate/1/ref=cm_cr_dpvoteyn?ie=UTF8&token=390D9667F2486B159138505B14A65796D0BEBF48&target=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbWF6b24uY29tL2dwL3Byb2R1Y3QvMDM0NTUxMTE3NC9yZWY9Y21fY3JfZHB2b3RlcmRyP2llPVVURjgmcWlkPTEyOTM1MDQ4ODgmc3I9OC0yJmlzU1JBZG1pbj0&voteAnchorName=R1CID9H6L2O1NA.2115.Inappropriate.Reviews&voteSessionID=190-4892728-3884103
http://www.amazon.com/review/R1CID9H6L2O1NA/ref=cm_cr_dp_perm?ie=UTF8&ASIN=0345511174&nodeID=283155&tag=&linkCode=
http://www.amazon.com/review/R1CID9H6L2O1NA/ref=cm_cr_dp_cmt?ie=UTF8&ASIN=0345511174&nodeID=283155&tag=&linkCode=#wasThisHelpful
http://www.amazon.com/review/R1CID9H6L2O1NA/ref=cm_cr_dp_cmt?ie=UTF8&ASIN=0345511174&nodeID=283155&tag=&linkCode=#wasThisHelpful
http://www.amazon.com/gp/vine/help
http://www.amazon.com/Star-Wars-Harvest-Joe-Schreiber/product-reviews/0345511174/ref=cm_cr_dp_synop?ie=UTF8&showViewpoints=0&sortBy=bySubmissionDateDescending#R2JX9FQONPMT5
http://www.amazon.com/Star-Wars-Harvest-Joe-Schreiber/product-reviews/0345511174/ref=cm_cr_dp_synop?ie=UTF8&showViewpoints=0&sortBy=bySubmissionDateDescending#R3B177TE6BF8I
http://www.amazon.com/Star-Wars-Harvest-Joe-Schreiber/product-reviews/0345511174/ref=cm_cr_dp_synop?ie=UTF8&showViewpoints=0&pageNumber=2&sortBy=bySubmissionDateDescending#R2VYKD42SVAZ91
http://www.amazon.com/Star-Wars-Harvest-Joe-Schreiber/product-reviews/0345511174/ref=cm_cr_dp_synop?ie=UTF8&showViewpoints=0&pageNumber=2&sortBy=bySubmissionDateDescending#R3UJZVNYQ21Q8X
http://www.amazon.com/Star-Wars-Harvest-Joe-Schreiber/product-reviews/0345511174/ref=cm_cr_dp_synop?ie=UTF8&showViewpoints=0&pageNumber=2&sortBy=bySubmissionDateDescending#R3IP7U5FM8CBYJ
http://www.amazon.com/Star-Wars-Harvest-Joe-Schreiber/product-reviews/0345511174/ref=cm_cr_dp_all_recent?ie=UTF8&showViewpoints=1&sortBy=bySubmissionDateDescending


12/27/10 8:55 PMAmazon.com: Star Wars: Red Harvest (9780345511171): Joe Schreiber: Books

Page 5 of 7http://www.amazon.com/Star-Wars-Harvest-Joe-Schreiber/dp/0345511174/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1293504888&sr=8-2

By 
David Pruette "Rancors Love to Read"  (USA) - See all my reviews

       

Help other customers find the most helpful reviews 
Was this review helpful to you?  

Report abuse | Permalink

 Comment

This review is from: Star Wars: Red Harvest (Hardcover)

Customer review from the Amazon Vine™ Program (What's this?)

Let me just say right off the top that I am not normally a fan of horror
books. I realize that the genre is popular now, but zombies and the
undead hold no particular appeal for me. However, Red Harvest is a Star
Wars book, so I decided to give it a try. I read Death Troopers by the
same author last year, so I had some idea of what to expect. 

Red Harvest is not a sequel to Death Troopers. The book stands alone.
The great majority of the action takes place at a Sith Academy on
Odacer-Faustin. Mr. Schreiber does a excellent job of describing the
daunting conditions on the planet and the grim atmosphere at the
academy. Sith Lord Darth Scabrous is the man in charge at the academy
but seems to spend most of his time at the top of a black tower doing
mysterious experiments. As seems to be the case with several Sith Lords
we have read about, what Scabrous really wants is to find a way to
make himself immortal. Of course, his experiments go wrong and we
end up with undead creatures all over the place. We also have two Jedi
who are caught up in the horror. 

Mr. Schreiber's writing is acceptable. The story moves along quickly
through short chapters, and I did find that I wanted to see what
happened next at the end of each chapter. I suspect that the book will
do well enough so that more tales of this Star Wars genre will be
published. They are just never going to be my favorites. 
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