23 March 2011

Honorable Judge Nancy Edmunds

Attn: Ms. Carol Hemeyer

United States District Court 

for the Eastern District of Michigan

231 W. Lafayette Blvd., Room 211

Detroit, MI 48226


Re: U.S. v. Issam Hamama;  Sentencing

Dear Judge Edmunds,


My name is James Oliver, Lt. Col. USA (Retired).  I retired in 2006 with 22 years of active duty service with the U.S. Army / ARNG and am currently the COO for ALCATEC, LLC in Mississippi. I first met Issam Hamama in February of 2005 while serving as a Motorized  Infantry Battalion Commander in Iraq. He was assigned to my area of responsibility as part of a small pool of Arabic interpreters. After closely working with Issam Hamama under intense pressure and personal danger, I came to rely on him as my personal interpreter and adviser. He remained with me in that capacity until Dec 2005 when my unit re-deployed and remains a personal friend of mine to this day.   

            I worked literally side by side with Issam Hamama every day throughout the entire period of his assignment with us. His role was to interpret and advise on cultural and tribal interaction with Iraqi locals, Tribal Leaders, Iraqi Military Officers and Provincial Government authorities. In this role he excelled and thus, we excelled. I cannot overemphasize what unique and vital contributions he made to our efforts in Iraq during this time. The circumstances in Iraq in 2005 were very dangerous and tenuous. We were attempting to build a cohesive, Provincial Iraqi Government capable of securing its homeland while also raising the levels of economic prosperity, security and elective governance of the estimated 1.5 million Iraqis in An Najaf and Karbala Provinces. We did this through coaching and teaching the local Iraqis to take charge of their lives and circumstances. This involved nuances of negotiation and interaction that I or others in my battalion would have been incapable of accomplishing to the degree which we did without the personal contributions of Issam Hamama. 

              Also during this period, we were engaged in identifying, locating and eliminating those terrorist, militia or criminal forces that were opposed to our mission objectives. Issam Hamama placed himself beside me daily regardless of the personal dangers to himself. I literally mean that he would place himself next to me during a critical situation or gunfire. Although I had a personal security team, I believe Issam Hamama was attempting to provide another shield for me during these instances.   After continually observing his selfless efforts, my trust in him grew. My concern for his safety grew as well. I issued him a weapon for his personal defense and insisted that he carry it daily, which he did. I can offer no better example of my level of confidence and trust in him than this. Additionally, he volunteered to accompany my Soldiers on other dangerous missions in order to act as their interpreter. He related to me that he felt he was needed and could do this job better than other available interpreters but only if I approved of his participation and involvement which I did. He did not have to do this. As my personal interpreter, he could have used his position to his selfish advantage had he chosen to do so. He did not. He could have chosen not to volunteer for these extra missions or sought a safer position somewhere than beside me on combat patrols. He did not. In fact, he urged me to allow him to contribute to our mission and to accompany other patrols and made suggestions as to better insure our success. I would not have allowed him to accompany these critical combat patrols to act as an interpreter and adviser to my Soldiers if I doubted his loyalty or believed that his presence would endanger any Soldier or Marine. That is the level of trust Issam Hamama earned in my battalion of over 500 Soldiers. My Squad Leaders, Platoon Leaders, Company Commanders and key Staff Officers recognized his contributions and would ask for him by name to accompany them on critical and dangerous patrols. This fact provides a clear indication of what ordinary American Soldiers saw in Issam Hamama. I learned throughout my career that the American Soldier is not easily impressed. They can recognize an imposter. They also recognize and value those qualities of loyalty and trustworthiness revealed in the crucible of small unit, ground warfare. They do not trust their lives or the lives of their friends to someone who does not possess these essential qualities. Issam Hamama demonstrated to me and to them that he possessed these qualities of loyalty, duty, selflessness, honor and personal courage as well as a sincere desire to subordinate his personal safety to our efforts. As a result of his contributions, I am convinced that he helped keep my Soldiers alive on the battlefield. My Command Sergeant Major, Ron Coleman and I discussed on several occasions that there are American Soldiers and Marines alive today because of the personal contributions and sacrifices made by Issam Hamama while operating with us in Iraq in 2005.


It was through daily experience and observation that I came to recognize Issam Hamama's personal courage and willingness to selflessly sacrifice his physical safety for us. These are not the qualities of someone who seeks to undermine the United States or her ideals. I do not doubt that evidence presented in his trial, that I am unaware of, resulted in his conviction on charges of making false statements or providing false information. I do not excuse that nor attempt to diminish the seriousness of those acts. Whether he did this out of fear or ignorance I do not know. I can only state, without hesitation, that I know this is not a man that seeks to knowingly falsify, deceive or lie for personal gain. Issam Hamama is a man that has demonstrated, in the purest environment someone can find themselves in, that he is a man of trust, honor, loyalty and courage. He possesses a deep love for America and America's Soldiers. He demonstrated that to me unequivocally in 2005. 


I know there are families today who are reunited with fathers, sons, daughters, brothers and sisters, returned from battlefields in a foreign land, who otherwise would be grieving their loss, had it not been for Issam Hamama. I ask that you consider the contributions Issam Hamama has made to the United States when determining his sentence. I respectfully urge you to consider a sentence without a term of imprisonment or confinement if possible. I most respectfully urge you to consider leniency in your just decision and allow Issam Hamama to make payment for his conviction through other means and return him to his loved ones as he so selflessly helped to give that same opportunity to my Soldiers and I in 2005.   







         Sincerely, 


 




        James Oliver

