Biography of Mr. Haytham Faraj
Haytham Faraj has dedicated his adult life to public service.  In 1986 he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps.  From 1986 to 1992 he served in a variety of units and locations including the U.S. Embassy in Djibouti and the U.S. Embassy in Stockholm. He completed several deployments to the Western pacific and Arabian Gulf including one combat deployment in support of Operation Desert Storm.  In 1992 he was selected to the Marine Corps’ highly competitive enlisted commissioning education program.  He chose to attend The Military College of South Carolina, The Citadel where he graduated magna cum laude in under three years with a BA degree in International Relations. Upon his graduation from college, he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps.  Following commissioning he attended the Marine Corps’ ‘The Basic School’ and the Infantry Officer Course where he achieved distinction by being awarded the Wheeler Award for infantry excellence which is awarded to the top graduate.  Following the Infantry Officer’s Course, he was ordered to report Camp Pendleton in California where he served in a variety of billets including infantry Platoon Commander, Company Executive Officer, Company Commander, and Operations Officer.  He participated in numerous missions including combat operations, humanitarian relief operations, bi-lateral and multi-lateral training operations with foreign nations and as exchange officer to several Arab countries including Saudi Arabia, Oman, United Arab Emirates and Jordan.

In 2002 Mr. Faraj was selected as one of only seven Marine Corps officers to be awarded a scholarship to attend law school through the Marine Corps Law Education Program.  He attended the American University Washington College of Law in Washington, DC and graduated cum laude in 2005.  Also in 2005 Mr. Faraj was promoted to the rank of Major.  Following law school and passing of the Illinois State Bar exam, Mr. Faraj attended the Naval Justice School and was assigned as Defense Counsel at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton in California.  Six months later he was selected to head the defense section and promoted to Senior Defense Counsel.  As a defense counsel and later as senior defense counsel he represented military personal in a variety of cases ranging from minor misdemeanors to serious felonies and war crimes cases that received national and international media attention.  In June of 2008 Mr. Faraj decided to retire from the Marine Corps.  He retired with the rank of Major.  Following retirement, he co-founded the law firm of Puckett and Faraj in Alexandria, Virginia.  The law firm focuses on federal litigation and represents clients in a variety of matters including criminal defense, white collar criminal defense, civil rights and civil liberties, national security law, military law, business law, federal employment law and business and commercial law.  The law firm represents clients throughout the United States and has offices in Dearborn and San Diego as well as the location in the DC metro area.  Mr. Faraj has tried more than thirty jury trials and over a hundred bench trials.  He has an undefeated trial record and has secured trial victories in some very high profile cases including the recent acquittal of a Iraqi-American client of spying charge in the Eastern District of Michigan.  

Mr. Faraj has received several personal and combat related awards including, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, the Navy-Marine Corps Achievement medal and the Combat Action Ribbon.  He was also awarded the coveted Wheeler Award for infantry excellence in 1996.
Mr. Faraj is a member of the Illinois State Bar, the Michigan State Bar and the District of Columbia Bar.  He is a voting member of the Michigan Bar Committee on criminal jurisprudence and practice.  Mr. Faraj is a graduate of the Trial Lawyers College founded by legendary trial lawyer Gerry Spence. In 2010 Mr. Faraj was invited to join the staff of the Trial Lawyers College.  He is now an active staff member and teaches several courses throughout the year.  

Mr. Faraj has been a guest speaker and lecturer on a variety of topics including Arab-American identity and Muslim-American identity on NPR, Al-Jazeera, BBC, Russian television and at the ADC convention in 2007.  He has also lectured on handling of the media in high profile cases to the Virginia Bar.
