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YOU’VE GOT TO BE CAREFULLY TAUGHT

--South Pacific
Three American soldiers are taken into custody and held as hostages—not as captives of war. This was unusual since prior abductees were contractors taken for ransom. Six people planned to strike Fort Dix in New Jersey to murder American troops in training. Let no one delude you that this is not State-sponsored. Follow both the money and the educational training.

Play with our heads and instill fear—fear for the safety of the three Americans. Fear born of the fact that we went into Iraq to prevent another Twin Towers only to find that in a global world no place is secure. Islamic fundamentalists and Islamic Children are taught in the words of the musical South Pacific, “Before you are 6 or 7 or 8 to hate all the people your relatives hate,” and more particularly the Satan America.
The surge was presented and intended as a precursor of an exit strategy and nation stabilization with a meaningful government in place. It was intended for a greater involvement and training of the Iraqi government to undertake the reformation of their nation. Unfortunately, the Middle East mind set is that if you don’t accomplish something in this generation---there is always the next generation.
We sent troops in—the Iraqi Parliament responded by planning to take a two-month break—this is absolutely unacceptable and reflects that business is as usual and that as long as US taxpayers are footing the bill with money and lives—who cares? Frankly we do or should care—now, not later.
Placating Middle East diplomacy, demands and desires should now be a thing of the past. Setting specific timetables for withdrawal is nonsense where there are no post-war plans in place. Making a six-month deposit depending on whether we like what’s happening is childish. The continuing expenditure of American lives and injuries is also unacceptable. We screwed up—now let us seek to turn the screw to, at least, our minimal advantage.

The old values of war and recovery no longer exist. War is no longer confrontational. Recovery is no longer defined where there have been and still are ethnic hatreds in place. So, are we in a Catch Twenty-Two? In great part, yes; so we should refine our possibilities.

As I’ve written before, we have to rethink and reinvent our strategies for the new era where there is no victory and no defeat—when your only view is from a National Cemetery. We cannot stop tomorrow morning and go home after breakfast—much as we may like to. So let us do it from our own self interest [seems to be a bad choice of words to those who look to give everything for nothing in return—no peace, no thanks].
So if I may make a few recommendations now that we have an opportunity for on-the-job training and strategies. After a war, we usually investigate and pontificate on how we should have fought and how we should have exited while continuing to commit our national resources to their recovery—not ours.
Unfortunately, we now have the horrible opportunity of developing how we approach conducting the war as a war and training our troops [of source, at the same time we are training the Iraqis] on as many varied approaches as we can divine—testing and implementing and turning yesterday’s errors of judgment into today’s and tomorrow’s successes. Don’t wait and tell us after the fact what we have done wrong; tell us on the ground and develop strategies in place to avoid mistakes in actual practice; and from there on out let the military geniuses refine it.

Let us, again in place and on the ground, rethink and redefine our possible alternative exit strategies and test them by on-site return or relation to other lily pond areas. The post-war strategies for the return to stability, reconstruction, and normalization, we can, in great part leave to the diplomats and nations in the regions where the war has taken place—attempts at colonization or laboratory-considered means of nation building should be left to the global thinkers. Does that constitute American indifference—probably, but, so what, are we the world’s only police force or its rebuilder? While others are building their trade surpluses, we have the same right as the global blood suckers to require them to come forward and accept the world’s obligations.
The slogans of “stay the course” or “cut and run” should be replaced with the old “search and destroy.” Not in a haphazard and untutored way but with a realization that our constitutional way of life should not be controlled by fear. It’s time we are carefully taught to be directed by a recognition of our way of life and not by uncontrolled fear. We learn by each step in a way not dissimilar to that of our enemies that acceptance and love of our neighbor responsive to any attack or diminution in our ability to exist and grow is the way to lose our unique place in the world as the beacon of freedom and not as the occupier of a nation whose citizens do not respect our way of life.
We must always maintain the right the search out and destroy those who would destroy us, but we must not be mired down in an unwinnable struggle. We must maintain the agility and opportunity to go wherever those struggles may lead us; we must not leave precipitously, but leave we must to regroup where we can maintain our readiness to struggle against those who have been taught from childhood that we are the enemy. In this struggle in Iraq, we ourselves have been taught not to be mired in the conflict of others, but to maintain the ability to be able to go wherever the battle leads us.
